
The Life of Samuel - Week 4 Sunday, August 25, 2019

I. Intro 

A. Today, we finish our study of The Life of Samuel 

1. He was the last judge of Israel, and also a priest 

2. God used him to transition Israel from the judges to the kings 

3. He anointed the first king of Israel, Saul 

B. Samuel had a lot of emotional investment in Saul 

1. Saul had a lot going for him, but he wouldn’t obey God 

2. For example, God asked Saul to destroy the Amalekites: 

a) Saul killed some of them but spared the king and the best animals 

b) Saul claimed he saved the animals to sacrifice to God 

c) Samuel told Saul, “Obedience is better than sacrifice” 

C. Samuel’s words echoed in our hearts last week 

1. We talked about all the commands to “obey” in the New Testament 

2. We talked about how we try to substitute obedience with sacrifice 

3. However, we didn’t talk about obedience outside of scriptural commands 

a) James 4:17 "Whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is 

sin.” 

b) There are things that the Holy Spirit has told you to do 

c) If you refuse to obey those things, the Bible calls that sin 

(a) God tells you to disciple a specific person or serve in a particular area 

(b) You say, “I can’t (or I won’t), but I will sacrifice my time to disciple this 

other person or sign up for a different area 

(2) That is choosing sacrifice over obedience 

4. Remember this: All obedience will be a sacrifice, but not all sacrifice is obedience  

D. Let’s pick up where we left off last week 

1. Samuel just told Saul that God was going to replace him 

II. Text 

A. 1 Samuel 15:34-35 

1. Let’s talk about these two reactions to Saul’s sin 
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a) Samuel grieved over Saul 

(1) The word for grieve in Hebrew means to walk with the head cast down 

(2) Saul’s disobedience had an emotional and physical effect on Samuel 

(3) This was not Samuel’s sin, but it deeply affected Samuel 

b) God regretted making Saul king 

(1) How can a God who knows all regret or repent (in KJV) 

(a) Samuel told Saul in vs 29 “God is not a man that he should have regret” 

(b) So, God has regret, but not regret like we have 

(2) The word for regret in Hebrew means to sigh, breathe strongly, to pity 

(a) Saul’s sin caused God to react with a deep sigh, something close to pity 

i) Think about a parent who knows their kid’s choices are wrong, but 

lets them experience the consequences to learn; it grieves the 

parent’s heart to see their kid learn the hard way 

(b) God did not make the wrong decision, but it deeply affected God 

2. These two verses teach us about our proper response to sin 

a) We live in a day where: 

(1) Sin is celebrated and has become common 

(2) Sin is televised and published online 

(3) Sin has become so common it rarely affects us in any deep way 

b) But that isn’t what we see in the Bible 

(1) We see Samuel grieving 

(2) We see God showing pity 

(3) We see Paul telling us to embrace “godly sorrow that leads to repentance” 2 

Corinthians 7:10 

c) The Biblical response to sin is deep sorrow and sadness, not indifference and 

inaction 

(1) Is your heart disturbed by sin?  

(2) But more importantly, can you recognize sin that masquerades as sacrifice? 

B. 1 Samuel 16:1-5 
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1. While God was dealing with Samuel and Saul, something else was happening 

a) God hinted in 1 Samuel 13:14 “He sought a man after his own heart” 

b) Samuel said in 1 Samuel 15:28 “God was giving the kingdom to a neighbor” 

c) God was going to give Israel a better king and Samuel was going to anoint him 

d) This new king was named David 

e) Even though David was better than Saul, David was still a man 

2. These men remind us that in God’s story, not all bad guys are “all bad” and not all 

good guys are “all good” 

a) God uses imperfect people to teach the world what grace looks like  

b) God also uses imperfect people to create a desire for Jesus 

(1) When leaders let us down:  

(a) God shows us the foolishness of worshiping them 

(b) God shows us the wisdom of worshiping Jesus 

(2) G.K. Chesterton once said “two despicable modern doctrines, one that 

geniuses should be worshipped like idols and the other that criminals 

should be merely wiped out like germs. That both clever men and bad men 

ought to be treated like men does not seem to occur to them” 

C. 1 Samuel 16:6-13 

1. Samuel obeyed God and went to the home to anoint a king  

a) However, Samuel made the same mistake everyone makes 

(1) The oldest brother, the tallest, the best looking is the next king 

(2) The best dressed, well-spoken, natural leader is the next king 

b) But, God corrected Samuel 

(1) “The Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on outward appearance, but the 

Lord looks on the heart” 

2. God takes great joy in choosing and anointing ordinary things 

a) God chose ordinary people: 

(1) God chose David and Samuel; both came from nothing 

(2) God chose Mary and Joseph, not the leaders of the day 



The Life of Samuel - Week 4 Sunday, August 25, 2019

(3) God chose fishermen and tax collectors to become disciples 

b) God chose ordinary circumstances: 

(1) God chose a well in John 5 

(2) God chose five loaves and two fish in John 6 

(3) God used a fish to teach about provision in Matthew 17 

c) God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 

bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the 

presence of God. - 1 Corinthians 1:28-29 

3. If this is God’s track record, what ordinary things is He using in your life? 

a) You aren’t David, but you are ordinary like him. How is God anointing you? 

b) Your job, chores, and responsibilities are ordinary. How is God anointing them? 

c) How is God using ordinary circumstances to pull your heart closer to Jesus? 

III. Conclusion 

A. 1 Samuel 16:14-23 

1. After David’s anointing, he kept tending the sheep and played music for the king 

a) David didn’t become king for another 10+ years 

b) David stayed faithful to God, but Saul grew to hate David 

c) God used this relationship to mature David for leadership 

2. This is another example of God’s track record 

a) David learned about leadership by submitting to weak leaders 

b) Jesus submitted to weak men as He grew 

c) All of us our weak men and women, but God calls us to submit to one another 

3. God matures our faith, spiritual fruit, and gifts by placing us under weak leaders 

a) God does this to change us AND change our leaders 

b) Instead of cursing God’s ways, start praying for wisdom to rest in them 

B. This series was designed to show you how God used little Samuel to bring big change 

1. You aren’t Samuel, but God is calling your name 

2. He is inviting you to join His story, to bring your ordinary life 

3. My prayer is that you hear His voice and say, “speak, your servant is listening”


