
The Gospel of John - Week 9  Sunday, March 3, 2019

I. Intro 

A. Today is our 9th week in the book of John 

B. Last week, Jesus declared “I am the light of the world” 

1. He helps us see things clearly and He helps us see ourselves clearly 

C. John 9 tells the story of how a blind man, healed by Jesus, saw things clearly 

1. This story follows the “light of the world” declaration for a reason 

II. Text 

A. John 9:1-7 

1. The disciple’s question, “Whose sinned caused this suffering?” 

a) This seems insensitive, but it was probably common for these guys to ask 

theological questions 

b) Their question reveals two theological conclusions, him or his parents 

(1) Many things come down to two options, but not everything 

(a) Not all pain, affliction, or suffering is linked to sin 

(2) Some pain, affliction, and suffering is linked 

(a) Snake bites in Numbers 21 

(b) David and Bathsheba’s punishment in 1 Samuel 12 

(c) Ananias and Sapphire in Acts 5 

(3) Some pain, affliction, and suffering is meant for refinement and His glory 

(a) Paul’s thorn in 2 Corinthians 12:8-9 

(b) Woman with issues of blood in Matthew 9:20-22 

(c) This blind man in John 9 

2. This is a struggle for many people, “How can a good God will pain/suffering OR 

allow affliction” 

a) This question is rooted in the belief “If I were God, I wouldn’t do that” 

(1) Praise Jesus you aren’t God 

(2) You are revealing the sin that brought pain/suffering/affliction to earth  

(3) Satan thought “If I were God” / We thought “I want to be like God” 
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b) So, our desire to play God brought this destruction to the world, and God 

chose to use it for our good and His glory (Romans 8:28) 

3. Back to the man who was blind from birth 

a) He may have thought, “this isn’t fair,” until one day when Jesus showed up 

(1) In an instant he had sight, but he also saw why he didn’t have sight 

(2) His purpose became clear; he was meant to point people to God 

(3) Nothing else mattered; his life was a billboard for what God can do 

b) It was like his sufferings up to that point didn’t compare to the glory of God 

(1) Imagine living a life like that 

4. Church, we are all living a life like that! 

a) We are all born spiritually blind 

(1) We say things like “this isn’t fair” 

(2) We think “this can’t be God, because if I were God I wouldn’t do this” 

b) And then Jesus walks by and opens our eyes 

(1) And suddenly, life isn’t about success, prestige, wealth, comfort, or victory 

(2) Your life has purpose; you were made to point people to God 

(3) Nothing else matters; your life is a billboard for what Jesus can do 

c) Jesus brings light to our life, we see things clearly, and “these present 

sufferings are no longer worthy to compare with the glory that will be revealed 

in us” - Romans 8:18 

(1) Your 70+ years of affliction doesn’t compare to what is coming 

(2) You will not be bitter when you turn 3 Billion in heaven and meet everyone 

that God saved through your obedience 

B. John 9:8-17 

1.  His friends and neighbors didn’t recognize him 

a) He kept saying “I’m the guy” but he was very different 

b) Imagine everything he saw for the first time, and people wanted to argue 

2. They brought him to the Pharisees 

a) The issue with the miracle was the mud and the Sabbath 
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b) There was a law against making dough, clay, mud on the Sabbath 

c) Jesus knew this, and I think it’s why he healed the man this way 

3. This miracle revealed the hearts of the people, and revealed Jesus as Lord 

a) Remember, Jesus is “the light of the world”  

b) He is using this miracle to show the people that they don’t really belong to God 

c) He is using this miracle to show that God is not really Lord in their life 

4. If we get offended at “how” God works it reveals that Jesus isn’t really Lord 

C. John 9:18-23 

1. The crowd and Pharisees brought in the man’s parents to testify 

a) The parents respond, “that is our son and he was blind, but leave us out of this” 

b) They feared being kicked out of the synagogue 

2. This is a moment for us to talk about the fear of man 

a) It is compromise, so people won’t think bad of you 

b) It is doing/saying things to make people happy instead of making God happy 

c) It is a fear that people won’t like you, and it keeps you from serving Jesus 

d) It is the opposite of the fear of God 

3. These parents lived with the fear of man, it kept them from following Jesus  

III. Conclusion 

A. John 9:24-41 

1. The man was called in again to retell his story 

a) He was tired of the whole ordeal and accused the Pharisees of being disciples 

b) This made them mad and they finally kick him out, smart move 

2. The man finally met Jesus 

a) Not only are his physical eyes opened, his spiritual eyes as well 

b) His response to both eyes being opened is worship 

3. I want our church to want blind eyes opened 

a) I want us to pray for it 

b) I want us to participate in it 

c) Because when we do, Jesus is worshiped 


