
The Gospel of John - Week 8 Sunday, February 24, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We are reading through John 

1. God is doing some powerful things in our lives 

2. He is melting cold hearts and growing our faith 

B. Our final thought from last week was John 7:53 - They went each to his own house 

1. That verse reminded us that we have spiritual responsibilities at home 

2. Weekly worship and small groups are Biblical, but we can’t neglect Christ in our 

homes when nobody is watching 

3. If we live our faith in public but indulge our sin in private, we will be exposed 

a) This happens to a woman in John 8 

II. Text 

A. John 8:1-11 

1. This story may be in brackets or displayed as a footnote in your Bible 

a) This story is missing from all Greek manuscripts before the 5th century 

b) Sometimes things were missed because of how they were passed down 

(1) From the 1st century to 1516 AD, these books were handwritten copies 

(2) There can be an error when a person copies vs. a printing press 

c) So, how do we find and account for errors? 

(1) We compare as many manuscripts as we can; the more the better 

(a) For reference: 

i) Julius Caesar’s Gallic Wars 58 BC - 10 existing manuscripts 

ii) Livy’s Roman History 30 AD - 20 existing manuscripts 

iii) New Testament  - 5,801 existing manuscripts 

(2) Scholars found less than 1% discrepancy between all 5,800 manuscripts 

(a) None of the less than 1% is doctrinally significant 

d) This is one of those less than 1% discrepancies  

(1) It wasn’t left out because it was copied wrong, it was simply added later 

(2) Even though this story wasn’t in the original book, it is considered part of 

early church history and most scholars agree this event happened 
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(3) Therefore we will study it as the early church did 

2. This probably took place the morning after The Feast of Booths 

a) The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman caught in the act of adultery 

(1) First question, Where is the guy? 

(2) Second question, why the scribes and Pharisees? 

(a) Scribes were basically the lawyers of the Torah and the Pharisees 

(meaning set apart one) were religious zealots who thought they were 

the only pure descendants of Abraham 

(3) Answer, they came to test Jesus 

(a) Israel was under Roman control; Israel could sentence people to death 

(b) Israel was also under Hebrew law; some law required the death penalty 

(c) Breaking either law would have big consequences 

(4) These men thought they had the perfect trap 

3. Jesus responds to the crowd and the woman with grace 

a) He declares that not only is the woman guilty, but the crowd is too 

b) But, instead of receiving punishment He is offering grace 

c) And, this grace is so powerful it should change the way you live from now on 

4. What a powerful message, God will give grace to the adulterer! 

a) However, that isn’t the only message in this story 

(1) God isn’t just offering grace to the adulterer; He is offering grace to 

everyone 

(2) We are all that woman, standing before Jesus, with our sin exposed 

b) The message to her is the same message to you 

(1) You are guilty, but I don’t condemn you 

(2) I forgive you, NOW go live differently 

B. John 8:12-30 

1. Jesus says  “I am the light in this world…” 

a) Think about what light does to a dark room 

(1) First, it shows us where everything is located 
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(2) Second, it shows us where we are located 

b) Jesus is saying: when you look at me, love me, and obey me… 

(1) You will see clearly how out of place everything in this world is 

(a) The value system of this world will become exposed 

(b) Evil motives and desires will become clear 

(c) Corrupt systems will be obvious 

(2) You  will also see clearly how broken you are 

(a) The lies you tell yourself will be exposed 

(b) Your selfish motives will become clear 

(c) Your religious games will be obvious 

c) Jesus is saying that He makes things clear; He is the light in the darkness 

(1) More money doesn’t make things clear 

(2) Higher education doesn’t make things clear 

(3) A new life with a different spouse and no kids won’t make things clear 

(4) Only Jesus makes things clear 

2. The crowd went crazy when Jesus said this, and they are still going crazy today 

a) Jesus calls out their warped sense of judgment 

b) Jesus exposed their warped view of God 

c) Jesus told them that unless they accept Him, they will die in their sins 

(1) As He was saying these things, many believed 

(2) Why did many believe? 

(a) Because when the light is turned on, some run for the shadows 

(b) But, some will turn to the light because it’s more beautiful than darkness 

3. That is what I want us to think about for a moment 

a) Does the light of Jesus exposing your sin send you running to the dark? 

b) Or, does the light of Jesus warm you and send you running to Him? 

c) Is Jesus the most beautiful thing in your life, or do you love the darkness more? 

4. This is what I want for our church: 

a) I want us to behold Jesus as supremely beautiful, so He can make things clear 
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b) I want us to gaze upon His majesty, so our faith will grow 

c) I want His light to guide us, so we will no longer wander in this life 

C. John 8:31-38 

1. I’d like to pause and call attention to how much Jesus calls out sin 

a) It’s common for Christians to build convictions off their impressions 

b) Meaning “After reading the Bible, my impression is Jesus wants us to be kind” 

c) However, we don’t order our lives around our impressions 

d) We order our lives around obeying what Jesus said, and He said a lot about sin 

2. This is one of those moments, Jesus is telling us that sin is a slave master 

a) Sin is not just a vice or a bad habit 

b) Sin wants to own you like property 

c) Sin wants a seat at the decision-making table of your life 

3. You can’t let sin and Jesus sit at the same table to argue what is best for your life 

a) There is only room for one master 

b) Make that master Jesus and be set free 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 8:39-59 

1. For a Jew, everything they have (including favor with God) is because of Abraham  

a) Abraham was the greatest thing in their life 

b) The crowd rejected Jesus because Abraham was more valuable than Jesus 

B. Most of us are not Jewish, and Abraham is not the most valuable thing in your life 

1. But, that doesn’t mean there isn’t an Abraham in your life 

2. All of us live with one or two “Abrahams” that fight Jesus for leadership in our heart 

a) What is your Abraham? 

b) What thing, or ritual, or person, or tradition, or sport, or child, or job, success 

metric, or bank account number, or vacation destination is greater than Jesus? 

C. Here is the scary thing, Abraham was an actual connection to God 

1. Sometimes the “Abrahams” in your life aren’t sin, but even good things become 

sinful when they are valued above Jesus 
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2. Don’t serve your “Abrahams,” serve Jesus


