
The Gospel of John - Week 7 Sunday, February 17, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We are reading through the Gospel of John 

1. We want our hearts stirred for Jesus 

2. We want our feet pointed toward evangelism 

B. Last week: 

1. Jesus fed 5,000 men, walked on water, and taught about the Bread of Life 

2. The message was controversial, but it defined what is expected of Christians 

II. Text 

A. John 7:1-24 

1. The setting 

a) 1st century Israel was split into provinces (Galilee, Samaria, Judea) 

b) It was time to go to Jerusalem, in Judea, and celebrate the Feast of Booths 

(1) This was a celebration of God’s provision in the wilderness (during Fall) 

(2) Specifically bread from heaven and water pouring from the rock 

c) Jesus’ brothers wanted Him to go to the feast and do miracles 

(1) Jesus’ brothers: James, Joseph, Simon, Judas (not the disciple) 

(2) John says “His brothers did not believe in Him” 

d) Jesus told everyone He wasn’t going but went and taught in the temple 

(1) The crowd couldn’t believe His authority in teaching 

(2) Their response was more unbelief 

e) Why did John include this narrative? 

(1) John is showing us the many faces of unbelief 

2. The unbelief of the crowd 

a) This is the kind of unbelief that we are most familiar with 

(1) It rejects Jesus as God (vs 20) 

(2) It takes issues with God’s authority over our lives (vs 16-17) 

(3) It struggles with Jesus’ message to live for God’s glory (vs 18) 

b) This unbelief is in the heart of most non-believers 

3. The unbelief of Jesus’ brothers 
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a) This kind of unbelief hits closer to home, it lives in churches 

(1) It wants ministry to grow so we can have a bigger platform 

(2) It wants to gather a crowd so we can have more influence  

(3) It wants success so we can build a little kingdom where we are famous 

b) This can look like faith on the outside, but John calls this unbelief 

(1) Jesus didn’t come to build a platform, gain influence, or make us famous 

(2) If that is your view of Jesus, you are serving the wrong Jesus 

(3) You don’t believe in the biblical Jesus 

4. Why is this important? 

a) Because of John 3:16 “whoever believes in Jesus has eternal life” 

b) Because of John 3:36 “whoever does not obey shall not see life” 

c) Believing in the real Jesus has eternal consequences 

(1) The Jesus many of you serve looks a lot like you 

(2) You have made Him in your image 

(3) Sadly, when you die, you are going to hear “Depart, I never knew you” 

B. John 7:25-36 

1. The crowd discussed Jesus and His credentials 

a) This is the guy that the Jewish leaders want to kill 

b) Are the authorities letting Him speak because they know He is the one? 

c) He can’t be because He comes from the north and is not doing many miracles 

2. Jesus responded to the crowd:  

a) With His credentials and His timeline 

b) This is important, Jesus said very specific things about Himself 

(1) We spend a lot of time listening to teachings about His teachings 

(2) We form an image in our mind about what He likes and dislikes 

(3) Don’t miss the actual things He says about Himself 

3. Beyond what you have heard about Jesus and Christianity, this is what Jesus says: 

a) “We were all headed to hell, but He came to save us” 

b) “If you put your faith in the real Jesus, you will be saved” 
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c) “If you reject Jesus, you reject God and you will experience His wrath” 

d) “Jesus is the only way to God” 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 7:37-53 

1. The division among the Jews grew 

a) People continued to argue over Jesus, rejecting what He said about Himself 

b) Even Nicodemus from chapter 3 jumps in to defend Jesus 

c) This narrative reveals that things haven’t changed much in 2,000+ years 

2. We are still discussing the words of Jesus rather than submitting to them 

a) Most people would rather gather on a weekly basis to listen to His words 

b) Maybe even sit around in a small group and discuss Jesus’ words 

c) What we don’t do very often is obey His words 

3. His words are an invitation to “come and drink” 

a) This reveals to us that our spirits have the capacity to drink 

(1) Not like our physical bodies, but in some way we are meant to drink 

(2) And, when we drink we become a well for others to drink 

4. Those are His words, what is our response? 

a) Should we discuss it more? Dive deeper into the Greek word for drink? 

b) Should we click around online to find more messages on John 7?  

c) Or, should we pray to experience this in our life? 

(1) Many of you are already believers, which means you already drank 

(2) The Spirit of God is in you, but is it flowing out? 

(3) Are you inviting others to come and drink from the living water? 

B. This chapter ends with “they went each to his own house” 

1. This is important because it reminds us that after the festivals, the summer camps, 

the weekly church gathering we always go home 

a) The question is, what are you doing at home? 

b) Is the living water flowing in your home? Your prayer life? Your evangelism?


