
The Gospel of John - Week 6 Sunday, February 10, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We are reading through the Gospel of John 

1. It’s powerful 

2. Let’s get to it 

II. Text 

A. John 6:1-15 

1. The setting 

a) It was spring time, Passover 

b) They were in northern Israel around the Sea of Galilee 

c) 5,000 men; probably 10-15 thousand people when you count women and kids 

2. Jesus put His disciples to the test 

a) “How should we buy bread for everyone?” 

b) Philip said, “Eight months of wages wouldn’t cover the cost” 

c) Andrew pointed to a boy with 5 barley loaves (poor bread) and 2 fish 

d) Both disciples fail the test 

3. Jesus gave thanks and multiplied the small amount 

a) When everyone was full, there was 12 baskets left over 

b) The people recognized Jesus as a prophet 

c) But, Jesus knew their hearts…they wanted Him as their king 

(1) Israel was under Roman control and it was Passover 

(2) The last time God sent someone to do miracles during the Passover it was 

Moses and it ended with their freedom from Egypt 

(3) The people were thinking Jesus is here to free them from Rome 

d) Jesus withdrew to the mountain 

4. John calls these miracles signs because they point to something; what is this sign 

saying about God’s kingdom? 

a) In God’s kingdom, thanksgiving precedes the miraculous 

(1) The humble posture of our heart allows us to see God at work 

b) God finds great joy in multiplying the little we have 
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(1) We should find great joy in bringing the little we have to our Father 

c) In God’s kingdom, leadership means being a servant 

(1) This was echoed when Jesus washed the disciples feet 

(2) Leading people means serving them, equipping them, empowering them 

5. One final note about this story, look at the way Jesus tested His disciples 

a) He is modeling how discipleship should look in the church 

(1) Living life together, learning about the kingdom together 

(2) Allowing the Holy Spirit to test our faith 

(3) Learning from our failures and growing in our love 

b) This requires a major reconstruction in our lives  

(1) To live out discipleship means we have to live more open and available  

(2) We have to really know each other 

(3) We have to really challenge each other to grow 

6. The discipleship process for these 12 guys continued that evening 

B. John 6:16-21 

1. The setting 

a) The Sea of Galilee is positioned at the base of a wind tunnel from the 

Mediterranean Sea and the Golan Heights (about 9,500ft) in the north 

b) Wind rips from the sea through the mountains and creates very stormy 

conditions on this massive northern lake 

c) The disciples got on a boat to cross and a storm blew up 

d) In the middle of the storm they see Jesus walking on the water 

2. Why did John include this story? 

a) This is a much longer version of the story in Matthew 14:22-33 

b) The Gospel of John was written later, so many probably knew the whole story 

c) John probably included it because it connects the narrative of the crowd 

d) But, it also teaches a very important message  

3. Look at this story like a parable for a moment 

a) The disciples in this boat are a great picture for our lives  
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(1) Tiny boat, no real control 

(2) Fear, financial collapse, health issues feel like wind and rain to our boat 

(3) While we are focused on the conditions outside, Jesus is at peace 

(4) This story reminds us that Jesus wants His peace in your life 

b) How do we get this peace? How do we get Jesus’ peace in our boat? 

(1) Peace is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22), it grows as the Spirit works in 

your heart 

(a) Step 1: “be born-again” (John 3:3) 

(b) Step 2: “be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18) 

i) “Be being filled” 

ii) Think of the way wind fills the sails of a ship 

(2) The idea is to develop a dependency on God’s Spirit for everything 

(a) “God fill me with your presence so I can walk in peace” 

(b) “God stir your Spirit within me so I am empowered for evangelism” 

(c) “God fill me to overflowing with your Spirit so I can worship you in spirit 

and truth” 

(d) “God of hope, fill me with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit I can abound in hope” - Romans 15:13 

c) In short, get Jesus in your boat let Him fill you with peace like you’ve never 

known 

C. John 6:22-59 

1. The crowd finally caught up to Jesus 

a) Jesus exposed that they are really only concerned with earthly comforts 

b) Jesus pointed them to something greater than having a full belly 

2. Jesus called Himself the “Bread of Life that came down from heaven” 

a) Jesus was saying, “just like Israel ate manna in the wilderness to survive you 

must consume Jesus in the wilderness of this life to survive” 

b) And, “if you consume Jesus you are promised resurrection at the end 

3. The crowds grumbled “isn’t this Jesus that I went to Pre-K with?” 
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a) Jesus doubles down and makes it as clear as possible 

b) “If you don’t eat my flesh and drink my blood you are not mine” 

4. What is Jesus saying? 

a) He could be talking about communion, but communion is a sacrament meant 

to point us to something greater 

b) The greater message is how Jesus wants us to see our relationship with Him 

(1) What Jesus is doing is unlike anything else; it’s not religion or duty 

(2) This relationship is the deepest commitment possible 

(3) It is a union with Him, where we receive our very energy to live 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 6:60-71 

1. The disciples had a hard time with this lesson 

a) I can imagine them planning to speak with Jesus about building a crowd 

b) “Jesus, you can’t build a church if you keep freaking everyone out.” 

2. This teaching is really where modern Christianity and Biblical Christianity diverge 

a) What we are selling: “Come to Jesus, He will feed your kids! He will pay your 

mortgage! He is cool with whatever! He doesn’t care that you are sleeping with 

someone that isn’t your spouse! He doesn’t care that you split two marriages so 

you could be happy!” 

b) What Jesus is offering: “Come to me and die! Join me in the walk of death! Put 

off your old self, your former life filled with corrupt desires! Consume me, my 

teachings, my Kingdom like you would a steak dinner! Get me inside of you 

and let me nourish you like no food on earth can!” 

c) This message sent people packing and it has the same affect today 

3. This is my prayer for us: 

a) That the words of Jesus don’t send us away offended, but convict us and bring 

us to repentance 

b) That we consume Jesus like food, so the Kingdom gets inside of us and 

changes us 
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c) That we become more and more dependent on the Holy Spirit to guide us, to 

empower us 

d) I want this for your family. I want this for my family.


