
The Gospel of John - Week 5 Sunday, February 3, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We are reading through the Gospel of John 

1. To turn our hearts to Jesus 

2. To point our toes toward evangelism 

II. Text 

A. John 5:1-8 

1. The pool of Bethesda 

a) In the ESV, verse 4 is left out 

(1) waiting for the moving of the water; for an angel of the Lord went down at 

certain seasons into the pool, and stirred the water: whoever stepped in first 

after the stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease he had 

b) When creating the “word-for-word” translation of the ESV a decision was made 

to footnote items that were not in all known manuscripts 

(1) There are thousands of copies of the gospels/epistles 

(2) If there was content in some, but not all, it was not included as text 

(3) This presents the most accurate, word-for-word, literal translation possible 

c) However, this info provides some context for why this guy was sitting here 

2. This guy wanted to be healed, and he was convinced this was the best place for it 

a) So, he lives in this spot for 38 years waiting for his chance 

b) But, he keeps missing these spiritual moments 

c) He puts his hope in other people who never really come through 

d) He watches God move in the lives of others, but never him 

3. Imagine being that guy… 

a) Many of you don’t have to imagine because that is how you feel 

(1) You’ve been waiting and waiting, and nothing ever happens 

(2) When something does happen, you always miss it 

(3) You are convinced if you just had a different life or different friends things 

would be better  
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b) Jesus tells this guy, “you don’t need excuses anymore…all you need is me, get 

up and walk" 

(1) Is it possible that the Holy Spirit is saying the same thing to you today? 

4. With all the legitimate reasons you have for why you are where you are, Jesus is 

still saying: 

a) “If you want to be healed, get up and follow me” 

b) “If you are tired of using your friends as an excuse, get up and follow me” 

c) “If you are tired of trying to be the first in some religious exercise, get up and 

follow me" 

B. John 5:9-18 

1. God established certain rules for the Jews in the 10 commandments 

a) To show respect for these commands, the leaders made rules about the rules 

(1) For example, to respect the Sabbath, you were not allowed to do any work 

(2) Carrying a bed was considered work 

b) When the leaders asked about the bed, the man said “Jesus said it was cool” 

(1) The leaders got angry because this broke their rules 

(2) However, it was not breaking God’s rule 

c) This was the beginning of the issues between the leaders and Jesus 

2. Jesus saw this man later and said, “sin no more so nothing worse happens to you” 

a) What’s worse than sitting by a pool for 38 years watching your life pass by? 

b) Going to hell. That is what is worse. 

(1) This text can be confusing because it seems like Jesus is saying that His sin 

caused his sickness 

(2) Can sin cause sickness? Yes. Is all sickness caused by sin? No. 

(3) Did his sin cause his sickness? Maybe, but that isn’t Jesus’ point 

c) His point was, “If you thought your life was bad before, it will be worse in 

eternity if you live a life of sin” 

3. This is a wake-up call for our generation; our choices have an impact on eternity 

C. John 5:19-24 
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1. The tension is escalating, and Jesus is telling the Jews in plain terms: 

a) Jesus is and has always been God’s plan 

b) If you receive Jesus, you receive the Father and have eternal life 

2. Remember, this all happened because the leaders saw a guy with a bed 

a) The signs always point to something better, deeper, and richer 

b) The guy with the bed made people ask questions about Jesus 

3. When people see you with your bed, what will they say? 

a) Will they say, “that guy was a jerk, what happened to him?” 

b) Will they say, “that woman was the absolute worst, for 38 years she was terrible, 

what is different” 

c) Transformation preaches the gospel of transformation! 

D. John 5:25-29 

1. This is where Paul gets Ephesians 2:1-5 

a) And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all 

once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 

the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But 

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—

by grace you have been saved 

2. That is the power of resurrection; dead men hearing Jesus and coming back to life 

a) It is one thing to bring new life to the world 

b) It is something completely different to bring someone back to life 

(1) We were dead when Jesus found us, and He made us born again 

(2) After we are buried, He will call us again to raise eternally 

3. Jesus has resurrection power 

a) Many of you are spiritually dead today, Jesus is calling you 

b) Many of you are born again, look to the promise of resurrection and rejoice! 
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III. Conclusion 

A. John 5:30-47 

1. Jesus is making the boldest of claims 

a) Everything in the Old Testament was written for one purpose, to point the 

reader to Jesus 

b) Even Moses knew Jesus was coming, and he wrote about Jesus 

(1) If you see the son, you see the Father.  

(2) The Holy Spirit bears witness of the Son. 

(3) Salvation comes through Jesus. 

(4) It is all about Jesus. 

2. Jesus told the leaders that they liked to “rejoice in the light of burning, shining 

lamps like John,” but when it comes to the real deal Jesus they couldn’t receive 

Him 

a) I pray this is not the argument against us at the end of the age 

b) That we “loved to rejoice in the light of each others burning, shining light” but 

never really followed Jesus 

c) That we loved to have our ears tickled with the teaching of great orators, and 

get lost in the music of skilled musicians, but we hated our neighbors and 

refused to obey Jesus 

B. John is telling us today: 

1. Don’t lose sight of Jesus in the middle of all the rules we make about rules 

2. Don’t lose sight of Jesus because of bad leadership all around 

3. Don’t lose sight of Jesus because you’d rather watch someone burn bright and 

entertain you 

C. Don’t lose sight of Jesus, the one with resurrection power!


