
The Gospel of John - Week 4 Sunday, January 27, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We are reading through the Gospel of John 

1. Let’s get to John 4 

II. Text 

A. John 4:1-6 

1. Background on Samaria and Samaritans 

a) After Persia released Israel from slavery, they came home to rebuild the temple 

b) Some intermarried with foreigners, and these Jew/Gentiles gathered in 

Samaria 

c) They were called Samaritans, are were considered unclean/half Jewish 

d) Lots of racial discrimination from Jews toward Samaritans 

2. Jesus shows up in this town about noon 

B. John 4:7-15 

1. A Samaritan woman comes to the well, and Jesus initiates a conversation 

a) The conversation begins about water and this earthly well 

b) Jesus turns the conversation into to an invitation 

(1) This is why the story is so interesting to me 

(2) This isn’t the first time Jesus does this, but doing it in this setting says a lot 

c) At this moment, Jesus is: 

(1) Making a bold statement about racism and sexism 

(2) Levering His power for someone who had none 

(3) Inviting this woman to become part of God’s kingdom 

2. This is a model for how we should live 

a) We don’t follow the stereotypes and draw lines in the sand like the world 

b) We use any authority, power, or prestige we have for others 

c) We are constantly looking for ways to invite people into a better kingdom 

(1) God’s kingdom is like living water 

(2) It gets inside and satisfies you in ways you never knew you needed 

(3) It springs up from the inside and overflows to the outside 
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3. The woman is interested, but she thinks the invitation is about making life easier 

a) You need to know, this is where most of the world is with God 

b) Most people are interested in living water until you mention sin and 

repentance 

c) They don’t understand that the invitation isn’t for a better life, it’s for a NEW life 

d) Some will walk away when you share the gospel, but some will really listen 

4. Watch what happens to this woman when He talks about her sin 

C. John 4:16-30 

1. Jesus exposes her heart to show He loves her while she is sinning 

a) If Christ is our example, how much should we love those trapped in sin? 

b) How much should we invite those who are different, wandering in darkness? 

c) Jesus is not ignoring her sin; He is exposing it to invite her to something better 

d) He is telling her that she loved, but she is wrong 

2. She can tell Jesus is unique, so she thinks He is on the mountain to worship  

a) She makes a comment about Jews having a place to worship 

b) Jesus responds with the invitation again 

(1) He uses “worship” to invite her into something better than what she knows 

(2) “You think you understand worship? There’s coming a day…” 

(3) Jesus is talking about after the resurrection when we become the temple 

(a) 1 Cor 6:19-20 

(b) Romans 8:9 

3. This woman lived within certain boundaries about her race, sex, and religion 

a) Jesus is using all three to invite her into a new version of all three 

b) Think about how much of our culture tethers identity to race, sex, and religion 

4. Jesus is offering the same thing today that He offered this woman 

a) Your identity can be greater than your skin color 

b) Your identity can be greater than your sexual orientation 

c) Your identity can be greater than your spiritual trophies 

d) Keep this in mind as you share the gospel 
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(1) We are not just saving people from the fire to come  

(2) We are inviting people into a new world 

(3) We are inviting people to be born again with a new identity 

D. John 4:31-38 

1. The disciples come back with food and Jesus uses the moment to teach 

a) He knows their hearts; He knows they’re thinking about Him and the woman 

b) He uses the food to explain what He was doing with the woman 

2. His point is:  

a) Just like you are hungry for food, I’m hungry to do God’s will 

b) Just like the fields are ready for harvest, God is ready to gather His people 

3. These two teaching points still apply to us today 

a) It is better to be hungry for God than hungry for this world 

b) God is still sending laborers into the field because it is white for harvest 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 4:39-54 

1. In the final verses of chapter 4, John is pointing us to the power of our testimony 

a) When the woman shared, her family and community believed 

b) When this official heard about the wine, he believed 

c) When the official testified that his son was healed, the whole family believed 

2. Evangelism flows out of your testimony 

a) You don’t need a Bible degree to share living water with someone  

b) You don’t need to invite someone to church so they can hear the gospel 

c) Share the gospel with them at work, in your home over dinner, over coffee 

3. And, when you share the gospel use your testimony 

a) If I asked you to share your favorite vacation, funniest memory from your home, 

or when you got saved you wouldn’t need notes  

b) Those memories are in you; they changed and impacted you 

c) Sharing the gospel is like that…share the way God changed and impacted you 


