
The Gospel of John - Week 3 Sunday, January 20, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We have been reading through The Gospel of John 

1. Chapter 1 

a) Outline for the Great Commission 

b) John outlines Jesus’ credentials, covers testimony, and discipleship 

2. Chapter 2 

a) Turning water to wine was a sign that pointed everyone to a better covenant 

b) Cleansing the temple pointed everyone to true worship and a new temple 

B. John’s Gospel is full of these moments, but also the theology behind it 

1. Jesus is spreading the Kingdom, demonstrating it’s power, and making disciples 

2. That is what we want for our church 

C. Let’s continue our study in John 3 by reading the last few verses from last week 

1. John 2:24-25 

2. John is telling us that Jesus knew people’s thoughts, motives, and secrets  

3. You will see this over the next few chapters, and it is an important reminder 

4. We aren’t hiding anything from God, He knows it all and we will be held 

accountable for all 

II. Text 

A. John 3:1-8 

1. Nicodemus was a member of the ruling class of Jews 

a) He came to Jesus at night, and admitted that Jesus had teaching credibility 

b) They were willing to allow Jesus to be part of their club 

2. Jesus responds by telling Nicodemus how he can be part of God’s club 

a) Which was offensive because Nic thought he was already part of the club 

(1) It’s rough having power/prestige, and suddenly having neither 

b) Jesus explains that there is a prerequisite to seeing God’s kingdom, and it’s not 

just your Jewish birth-right 

c) Only those who are truly baptized in repentance and born-again by the Spirit 

will enter this Kingdom…everyone else will be left out 
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3. This shines a light on an important aspect of following Jesus 

a) There is only one way to God, through Jesus 

b) If you reject Him and disobey Him, God rejects you 

4. Many people struggle with that today, and Nicodemus did too 

a) Why is Jesus the only way? Why do I have to be born-again? How does the 

Spirit work? 

b) Jesus uses a play on words with the Greek word pneuma, which means wind, 

breath, or spirit to explain the Spirit (in Hebrew the word is ruach) 

c) The wind blows everywhere and is very powerful, but you can only see the 

effects of it / that’s how the children of God are when the wind/Spirit does the 

work of making them born-again 

d) It is an inner thing that you can see the effect of on the outside 

5. Here is what Nicodemus brought to the conversation 

a) Salvation comes from the outward sign of being Jewish; you get it by being 

born into the family 

b) That kinda sounds like the way we treat “Christianity” — it’s about a title and the 

religious performance on the outside 

6. Jesus is telling Nicodemus and us that is incorrect 

a) We aren’t inviting God into our work, our plans, and our mission 

b) We aren’t born good with religious prestige, and we can’t gain it by changing 

the outside 

c) We can only gain favor with God through Jesus 

d) That comes through repentance, and the Spirit changing us from the inside out 

B. John 3:9-15  

1. Nicodemus’ entire world is getting turned upside-down 

a) Nicodemus had a masters degree in the Old Testament 

b) Jesus is telling him that the OT points to Jesus, and if Nicodemus missed that 

his degree is worthless 

2. Jesus gives Nicodemus examples of how the OT points to Him 
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a) He calls Himself the “Son of Man” - a reference to Daniel 7:13-14 where God 

gives dominion of the earth the son of man (Jesus) 

b) He references Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness - a reference to 

21:9 where the people rebelled against God, were bitten by poisonous snakes, 

and were healed when they looked to the bronze serpent  

3. We need Jesus to give us a refresher course like this 

a) I want Jesus to show me how everything is connected to Him 

(1) I want to stop worrying about seasons of my life and stressing about things 

I can’t control 

(2) I want Jesus to remind me that He mad the oceans, the moon, and beak on 

a pine tree…and that all these things were carefully planned out 

b) I want to show non-believers how everything is connected 

(1) I want to show the Nicodemus of this world that we are snake-bitten 

people, infected by a poison that goes into our souls, but he can look to the 

cross and find salvation 

(2) I want to point people to repentance and Spirit transformation 

C. John 3:16-21 

1. God loved the world so much that He sent one savior, His son 

a) His son took on the weight of our sin so that we are not held guilty for it and 

God’s wrath against us is satisfied 

b) If anyone rejects this one savior, they must stand before God and atone for 

their sins 

2. God did not send multiple saviors 

a) This world is convinced that a loving God would provide more than one way to 

Him, more than one savior 

b) But, that isn’t what God did, He gave the very best, and there is only one Jesus 

3. This Jesus didn’t come to condemn the world; He came to save the world 

a) The judgment comes from us, “we loved the darkness more than the light” 

b) What a picture: Your love of darkness is judging you while Jesus is saving you 
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D. John 3:22-30 

1. Jesus and His disciples are baptizing, and John is asked if he is jealous 

2. John’s response is the echo of our mission 

a) Everything I have, including my ministry, is possible because of God 

b) I am nothing more than a best-man to Jesus the groom, and I take great joy 

watching Him with His bride 

c) All I want is to point people to Jesus 

3. Sadly, John’s attitude is not the same as ours  

a) We believe that God is responsible for some things in our life, but not all 

b) We aren’t content being the best-man, we want to be the groom 

(1) We like saving people 

(2) We like being the hero 

c) We want a lot more in life than seeing people meet Jesus 

4. It is time for us to decrease so that He can decrease 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 3:31-36 

1. John finishes with a reality check to everyone who thinks they are hot stuff 

a) Everyone born on earth holds no worth when compared to Jesus 

b) Things from above are ALWAYS better than things from below 

2. Since He is supremely better than you or anything in this world, trade it all for Him 

a) Rearrange your life so it is about faith and obedience in Jesus 

b) This is our message and the gospel we preach to those lost in the dark 

3. There is a light, it has changed me, and it can change you too


