
The Gospel of John - Week 2 Sunday, January 13, 2019

I. Intro 

A. Last week we started a new message series  

1. We are reading through the Gospel of John 

2. John’s gospel was written by the disciple John (also 1-3 John and Revelation) 

3. It is different than the other gospels 

B. Matthew, Mark, and Luke are often called the synoptic gospels 

1. They provide a synopsis (summary or outline) of Jesus and His ministry 

2. John provides a more chronological, theological, and spiritual approach to Jesus 

3. For example, over half of the book is dedicated to the last few days of Jesus’ life 

4. John contains more of Jesus teaching about the Holy Spirit 

C. John’s goal for writing this book and our goal for studying it is 

1. “So we may believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and that by believing we may have 

life in His name” John 20:31 

2. We want John’s words to stir us for Jesus and motivate us to share His love 

3. We want to learn how to live by the Spirit  

D. Last week, we covered John 1 

1. The chapter mirrors the Great Commission 

E. This week, Jesus and His disciples are at a wedding party 

II. Text 

A. John 2:1-5 

1. The wine was real wine, not grape juice 

a) Wine was a very big part of the Jewish culture 

b) Psalm 104:15 - God makes wine that makes the heart glad 

2. This brings up a point about viewing alcohol as a sin 

a) Many were raised in America to view alcohol as a sin; it is not 

b) Being a drunk is a sin, and there is a big difference 

c) However, Romans 14 makes it clear that if you are convinced that something is 

a sin, even if it is not, you sin when you take that action 
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d) Therefore, if you have a deep conviction about something being a sin, even if it 

is not, it is a sin for you, and you should avoid it 

(1) That is why we take communion with grape juice instead of wine 

(2) I would rather surrender my freedom than cause you to sin 

3. Now, back to Jesus giving His mom the business… 

a) Jesus is making a point about His earthly mission 

(1) He is not here to make sure party hosts aren’t embarrassed 

(2) He is not here to perform miracles to increase our quality of life 

b) He is here to establish a better Kingdom, die, and resurrect Himself 

(1) She wants everyone to see His power 

(2) He knows when they do, they will want Him dead 

(3) It’s not the time for that yet 

B. John 2:6-11 

1. Look at how John calls attention to the number of pots and that they were used for 

purification 

a) Six stone pots / Six is a Biblical number that points to man (Just like 3 points to 

God and 7 points to perfection) 

b) The stone pots were for Jewish purification according to the Law 

2. Now, look at what John calls this miracle, “a sign” 

a) A sign points us to something 

b) This “sign” was a billboard, pointing the Jews to a man that would transform 

the old covenant of man into a new covenant of Jesus 

(1) The old way of purification would be completed by the blood of Jesus  

(2) We celebrate this with communion; the wine is a symbol of His blood 

C. John 2:12-17 

1. It was time for the Passover celebration 

a) The custom was to travel to Jerusalem and make a sacrifice 

b) The travel was far, so it was more convenient to buy a sacrifice in town 

c) This required the Jews to exchange their local currency for temple currency 
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d) Vendors wanted worship to be convenient, so they set up shop in the temple 

2. Here is the problem, Biblical worship was never about convenience  

a) Worship is about sacrifice, death, and getting low 

b) The entire temple system bloody, messy, and covered in sacrifice 

c) These vendors were crowding out real worship with their desire to be relevant 

and accommodating 

3. This story warns us about watering down worship so it is acceptable and easy 

a) It never works, and what you are left with is not worship anymore 

b) And, it makes Jesus want to braid a whip  

c) I wonder what Jesus thinks of our Sunday morning gatherings 

(1) Do you think He is pleased? Do you think He rejoices over us? 

(2) Or, do you think He is moved to go find some leather straps, braid it 

together, and teach us a lesson? 

4. When Jesus drove everyone out of the temple with a whip, the disciples 

remembered Psalm 69:9 - “Zeal for your house will consume me” 

a) The zeal wasn’t about the temple, it was about what the temple was meant for 

b) God cares a great deal about how you worship Him 

D. John 2:18-22 

1. People lost their minds over this 

a) They wanted to know what authority He had to do this 

b) They wanted to see a sign that proved His credentials 

2. He said that the sign was to tear down the temple and raise it 3 days later 

a) He was referring to His resurrection 

b) John is making a very important theological point 

(1) There is no more temple where God dwells 

(2) He now dwells in you; you are the temple 

3. Therefore, remember the things that drove Jesus crazy with the previous temple 

a) Avoid the temptation to compromise your worship, make it easier, or remove 

the sacrifice 
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b) Avoid the temptation to crowd it out with convenience 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 2:23-25 

1. John makes it clear that Jesus knew the hearts of men and women 

a) He sees when we hedge our bets to save face if things go wrong 

b) He knows when we are living in faith and living in fear 

c) He knows when our worship is sincere and when it is not 

d) But, knowing all that darkness in our heart, He still came 

B. So, our summary of John 2: 

1. Jesus performed miracles to show His credentials, but also to point us to a better 

life 

2. In this better life our worship is a reflection of His sacrifice 

a) I we cheapen our worship with convenience we cheapen the work of the cross 


