
The Gospel of John - Week 17 Sunday, April 28, 2019

I. Intro 

A. Today, we finish our study of The Gospel of John 

1. I pray this study has helped you love Jesus 

2. I pray this study has created a desire to share Jesus 

B. Over the next several months: 

1. We will study Judges, The Life of Samuel, Proverbs, Worship, and 1 Corinthians 

a) I am so excited about where God is leading us this year 

2. Remember, our studies shape our view of God 

a) Our view of God is the foundation for discipleship 

b) We are changed by what we see 

c) We learn about God so we can know Him and be changed by Him 

C. For now, let’s finish John 

1. In John 20, Jesus rose from the dead 

2. He brought comfort, courage, and faith to His followers that were hurting 

3. In John 21, Jesus goes to the disciple who was probably hurting the most, Peter 

4. Jesus loved Peter, and He restored Peter 

II. Text 

A. John 21:1-8 

1. I’ve heard teachers say, “Peter was overwhelmed with betrayal and went back to 

fishing” 

a) I don’t read the story like that 

b) The disciples had seen Jesus twice already 

c) I think the boys just wanted to go fishing 

d) This was their job, but also their hobby 

2. So, if they were just fishing, what is John telling us about where Jesus shows up? 

a) Jesus shows up in all kinds of places! 

b) We often think Jesus only shows up on Sundays in church 

c) That isn’t true, Jesus desires to meet you in your hobbies too 

(1) He likes speaking to men while they are fishing 
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(2) He likes showing up to families on vacation 

(3) He likes showing up to kids as they play 

d) When Jesus shows up in unexpected places, we should go after Him 

(1) Peter jumped out of the boat 

(2) That should be our response too 

(a) Our love for Him and His mission should make us drop anything  

(b) We can’t be too busy OR too lazy for Jesus  

3. Now, why was Jesus on this beach, while these guys were fishing? 

a) He came to redeem Peter 

B. John 21:9-19 

1. Let’s take a moment to survey what is happening here 

a) Jesus is eating breakfast with His disciples AFTER He rose from the dead 

b) This guy just atoned for the sins of the world, kicked the devil in the teeth, 

destroyed death as we know it, and he is having a light breakfast of salmon and 

flatbread with His buddies! 

c) I love Jesus! 

(1) He’s not a chess master in the sky or far-away deity watching us struggle 

(2) He is a friend who loves us 

(3) He is a King, but He is a friend 

2. Now, let’s study what Jesus said 

a) After breakfast, He turns to Peter and asks the same question 3x 

(1) “Do you love me” 

(2) “Then care for my people” 

b) What is Jesus doing? 

(1) Remember when Peter betrayed Jesus and denied knowing Him 3x? 

(a) Jesus gave Peter the opportunity to say “I love you” 3x 

i) Once for every time He said He didn’t know Him 

(b) Jesus reminded him that the best way to love God is to care for others 

c) Why did Jesus do this? 
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(1) Because there was coming a day when Peter would grow old  

(a) People would make choices for him, and his freedoms would fade 

(b) He would eventually be killed for his faith 

(2) Jesus wanted Peter to move on and follow Jesus while He still could 

3. Jesus knows your weakness, betrayal, and compromise too 

a) What does He do with it? 

(1) He doesn’t put you on probation 

(2) He comes close and offers restoration 

b) Why does He want you to move on and stop having a pity party? 

(1) Because you aren’t promised youth forever 

(2) Because there is coming a day when people will make decisions for you 

(3) Follow Jesus now, while you can still make your own decisions 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 21:20-24 

1.  Peter had this amazing moment with Jesus, but his eyes wandered to John 

a) This was Peter’s struggle 

(1) He took his eyes off Jesus while on the lake 

(2) He took his eyes of Jesus when he asked about John 

b) Jesus responded “don’t worry about him, follow me” 

2. This moment is a reminder to follow Jesus, but also a warning to listen closely 

a) We should lean on each other and grow in discipleship 

(1) But, don’t spend more time on someone else's walk with Jesus than yours 

b) He should know what Jesus said AND what He did not say 

(1) You must study the Bible for yourself 

(2) Some of what you currently believe about Jesus, He did not actually say 

B. John 21:25 

1. John finished this book with a reminder 

a) Jesus did a lot more than what is written in the Gospels 

b) But, we have exactly what we need to love Him well


