
The Gospel of John - Week 16 Sunday, April 21, 2019

I. Intro 

A. Happy Resurrection Day! Today is the day we celebrate Jesus coming back to life 

1. Without this moment Jesus was just another teacher, a good moral guide 

2. Without resurrection power, we have no hope 

3. This moment preaches the greatest sermon of what is coming our way 

B. John records this moment in John chapter 20 

1. John’s account contrasts the perspective of Jesus and His followers 

a) You have these humans who are all struggling with the death of Jesus 

b) And then you have Jesus loving them in very specific ways 

2. John wants you to know that Jesus knows your struggle and He is close to you 

a) This is encouraging because in suffering we have the pain of the suffering 

b) But, we also have the sadness of feeling alone in the suffering 

3. John 20 is clear that Jesus gets closer to us in our sadness, fear, and doubt 

C. As we read John 20, I have two main prayers for you 

1. First, I pray you see God’s desire to love you and be near in your weakness 

2. Second, I pray your heart is moved by the power of God  

a) Our emotions are easily moved by writers, storytellers, and athletes 

b) But, we often feel underwhelmed when reading about the power of God 

c) Don’t let that happen today, let the Spirit of God wake you up today! 

II. Text 

A. John 20:1-10 

1. First point, these were not gullible 1st century idiots 

a) Everyone expected His body to be in the tomb Sunday morning 

b) When they discovered He was gone, they logically concluded He was taken 

c) Jesus told them this would happen, but sadness clouded their minds 

2. Second point, what they found brought out different reactions in each person 

a) Mary Magdalene was filled with sadness 

b) Peter and John went home and were filled with fear because of the Jews 
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3. So, what does Jesus do when His followers react to the greatest moment in history 

with sadness and fear? 

a) Does He rebuke them? Discipline them? Abandon them? 

B. John 20:11-18 

1. What does Jesus do when Mary was filled with grief and sadness? 

a) He came to her.  

b) He called her name.  

c) He reminded her that she was not alone. 

2. In an instant, the very real sadness of the last 3 days was washed away 

a) Grief and sadness were nothing compared to the joy of having Jesus 

b) It’s like comparing a candle to the sun, the candle is powerful but it’s nothing 

compared to the power of the sun 

c) Mary’s grief and sadness seemed so strong, until it was dwarfed by Jesus 

3. So, what does Jesus do when we are overwhelmed with sadness and grief? 

a) He does the same thing He did with Mary 

(1) He comes close. 

(2) He calls your name. 

(3) He reminds you that you’re not alone. 

b) Many of you are paralyzed with sadness right now, turn to Jesus 

(1) Cry out to Him in your grief 

(2) Let Him comfort you in ways only He can 

c) Your sadness might not be replaced with joy until you see Jesus face-to-face, 

but you are not alone 

C. John 20:19-23 

1. The disciples are filled with fear because of the Jews; what does Jesus do? 

a) He came to them 

b) He calmed their fear 

c) He empowered them with the Holy Spirit  

2. The fear that these men had was very real, they were hiding behind locked doors 
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a) However, their fear turned to joy when they had Jesus 

b) My favorite part of this was how Jesus showed up 

(1) He didn’t knock, He just appeared 

c) He knew exactly what the disciples needed to silence their fear; Jesus! 

3. So, what does Jesus do when we are paralyzed by fear? When we lock ourselves 

away? 

a) He does the same thing He did with the disciples 

(1) He lets Himself in 

(2) He calms your fear with His presence 

(3) He empowers you with the Holy Spirit  

b) Some of you are struggling with fear 

(1) Maybe it looks like anxiety or worry; whatever you call fear, Jesus is here  

(2) He can get to places in your heart that friends can see 

(3) He can help you in ways counselors can’t 

c) The deepest buried fear that you have never told anyone, BAM! Jesus is 

standing in the middle of it 

D. John 20:24-29 

1. This is John’s final example of how Jesus handles our weakness 

a) Jesus gets close to the broken hearted 

b) Jesus gets close to those filled with fear 

c) Jesus gets close to those filled with doubt  

2. Thomas was a disciple of Jesus, but he struggled with faith. What does Jesus do? 

a) He shows up just for Thomas 

b) He encourages Thomas to examine the evidence 

c) Thomas’ doubt turns to belief 

3. So, how does Jesus handle those of us with weak faith and struggle with doubt? 

a) He does the same thing He did with Thomas 

(1) He comes close to us 

(2) Encourages us to examine the evidence 
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(3) He turns our doubt to faith 

b) If you feel like Thomas today: 

(1) Because your faith has been tested 

(2) Because you never had faith to begin with, you are a skeptic 

(3) Jesus is not offended if you pray “God if you are real, help my unbelief” 

c) Jesus is not afraid of your unbelief; He wants to love you in ways you didn’t 

know possible 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 20:30-31 

1. This is where we conclude our message today 

2. John gives us a reminder for why He wrote this book 

a) So we can believe 

b) So we can have an amazing life in Jesus 

3. How does John do this? 

a) He uses the testimony of people who were filled with sadness, fear, and doubt 

b) These people are like witnesses in a court stating, “I saw this with my own eyes” 

c) If you were on this jury, you would be instructed to take their testimony as fact 

B. Here are the facts of this case: 

1. Jesus said He was the Son of God, the only way to heaven, and He would die and 

rise again 

2. He did it; and over 500 people saw, spoke with, and ate with Jesus after His death 

3. Jesus’ body was never found to prove it was stolen 

4. Multiple secular writers, testify that Jesus lived, taught, died, and disappeared 

5. You have the rest of your life to deliberate and decide what to do with Jesus 

C. Johns’ goal is to convince you, based on evidence that Jesus: 

1. Is real 

2. Wants more than anything to come to you in your sorrow, fear, and doubt 

3. Wants to change your “right-now” life and give you “eternal life” 

D. That is the Easter message 
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1. I pray that it sets your heart on fire for Jesus 

2. I pray that you respond to the message


