
The Gospel of John - Week 15 Sunday, April 14, 2019

I. Intro 

A. Today is Palm Sunday and this week is Passion Week 

1. Palm Sunday is when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the donkey (John 12) 

2. Passion Week includes all events between Palm Sunday and Easter (John 13-17) 

3. In our study, we have covered all events up to the Last Supper (Thursday night) 

B. Today we are going to read John 18-19 

1. It takes place after dinner (Thursday night) to the burial of Jesus (Friday afternoon) 

2. Before we begin, I want to remind you of John 13:36-38 

a) Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, 

“Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 

Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for 

you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to 

you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times. 

b) Keep in your mind Peter’s words and Jesus’ words as we read John 18 

II. Text 

A. John 18:1-14 

1. John’s account of this story: 

a) Leaves out Jesus praying and His sweat turning to blood 

b) Includes many references to “the betrayal” by Judas 

(1) This moment was a big deal to the early church 

(a) Paul calls this night in 1 Corinthians 11:23 “the betrayal” 

(2) It was a big deal because Judas was a disciple 

(3) He lived with these guys for 3 years, followed Jesus everywhere 

2. Betrayal is a big deal in the Bible; it’s one of the reasons why Jesus came 

a) Betrayal by Adam in the garden let sin loose on the world 

b) Betrayal by Israel built a golden calf 

c) Betrayal by King David killed Bathsheba’s husband 

d) Betrayal by Judas killed Jesus 

e) All sin is viewed as a betrayal against God and it must be punished 



The Gospel of John - Week 15 Sunday, April 14, 2019

3. Jesus came to take that punishment  

a) In the coming verses, He will be mocked, beaten, and murdered 

b) All this abuse satisfied your punishment for your betrayal against God 

4. At this point, you may not see your betrayal 

a) You only see the betrayal of others 

b) You are like Peter, saying “Not me! Maybe Judas but not me! I’m team Jesus!” 

c) You have these bold, public displays of love like Peter’s 

d) Let’s see where Peter ends up 

B. John 18:15-18, 25-27 

1. Judas wasn’t the only betrayal the night of Jesus’ arrest 

a) Peter, the man who swore allegiance, became a coward when questioned 

b) Peter didn’t sell out Jesus for money, but He betrayed the one that loved him 

2. I bring this up because betrayal and rebellion still rules our lives  

a) We like to think we are more committed than we actually are 

b) We say we would do anything and go anywhere, but usually, just make excuses 

c) We compromise our convictions when then pressure comes on 

d) We think we are different than “Judas” because what we did wasn’t as bad 

e) We are all guilty of betrayal, but there is good news! 

3. Jesus is more faithful to you than you are to Him 

a) He knows your love is weak and it causes you to doubt 

b) He knows your faith is small and it causes you to doubt under pressure 

c) He knows your joy is still tied to things on this earth 

d) But, He is committed to resurrecting you and what He endured proves it 

4. Let’s go back to what He endured 

a) In verses 28-40 Jesus is moved from leader to leader 

b) The mob brings Him to the Jewish High Priest, but they don’t have power to kill 

c) The mob brings Jesus to Pilate, the Governor 

d) Pilate doesn’t want this issue because he is already intimidated by the Jews 

(1) He fought with them about bringing an image of the emperor into the city 
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(2) He fought with them about putting shields in the holy temple 

(3) He fought with them about taking temple money to build aqueducts 

(4) he fought with them about stamping coins with pagan symbols 

e) This was a rowdy bunch and Pilate didn’t want another issue to deal with 

f) Pilate tried to reason with the Jews, offer Barabbas, and even humiliate Jesus 

with a beating 

C. John 19:1-15 

1. After beating and mockery, Pilate displays Jesus for the crowd 

a) He basically said “Look at his humiliation, how can any of you see this guy as a 

treat? Isn’t this enough? 

b) The crowd responded with the final betrayal of the day 

c) God’s people rejected God 

2. Let’s take a moment to zoom in on this conversation between Jesus and Pilate 

a) Pilate is trying to avoid making a decision about Jesus 

b) He pleads with the crowd, and He tries to reason with Jesus 

c) Jesus says “Pilate, the Jews have the greater sin because they betrayed me, but 

everything you have is from God above too” 

3. This is the conversation that many non-believers have in their conscience  

a) They want to live their lives, be happy, and not make a decision about Jesus 

b) But, this conversation teaches us that we don’t get that option 

c) You can’t be indifferent about Jesus and the issue of sin 

d) Everyone has to make a decision about what they will do with Jesus 

4. What does Pilate do? He gives in to the betrayal of God’s people 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 19:16-30 

1. Look at the scene of the cross 

a) There are guilty people to each side of Jesus 

b) There are broken people over what they see on the cross 

c) There are people trying to make a dollar off the event 
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2. Jesus died for all of them and no matter where you are; He died for you too 

a) Jesus took the punishment for your betrayal 

b) No matter how faithful or weak, Jesus loves you 

c) You have to make a decision about that reality  

B. John 19:38-42 

1. By Friday afternoon, Jesus was dead  

2. That evening, as the sun was going down, the Jews celebrated Passover 

a) The event where Israel was spared the death of the first-born 

b) I can image most everyone was in tears, but think about Mary 

c) Her first-born was dead 

3. This would be a tragic tale if this was the end of the story 

a) But, it is not the end of the story 

b) Something happens three days later that changes Mary, the disciples, and 

every person in this room 

c) The man who was dead, came back to life 

4. Jesus came to take the punishment for your betrayal, but also to be the first in 

God’s family to come back to life and never die again 

a) That is the promise to all who believe in Jesus


