
The Gospel of John - Week 14 Sunday, April 7, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We have been reading the Gospel of John 

1. Chapters 13-17 take place during the Last Supper 

2. It was the Passover meal, and Jesus gave His final words to the disciples 

B. Lyell taught John 13-14 last week 

1. Today we are going to read through John 15, 16, and 17 

2. Remember, Jesus will be arrested and hung on a cross in less than 12 hours 

3. These are the last words spoken by our king before the cross 

C. So, what does Jesus want his disciples to know before it all goes down? 

II. Text 

A. John 15:1-17 

1. Jesus wants His disciples to know that He is a vine and we are branches 

a) As a branch, we must “abide” in Jesus like He is a vine 

(1) Abide means to remain, continue, endure, and be present 

(a) Our relationship is like a tree feeding a branch with sap 

(b) This sap makes us alive, and we need a constant flow 

(2) The constant flow, that we get from abiding, changes us from the inside 

(a) It changes our values, our habits, our theories, our theology 

(b) It reshapes our view of love and redefines joy 

(c) It makes us mature and fruitful 

b) Fruitful vines are cut back, but fruitless vines are thrown into the fire 

(1) This is a gardening principle 

(a) You can redirect where nutrients go in a plant by cutting it back 

(b) You can send nourishment to branch #1 by cutting off branch #2 

(c) This produces more flowering on the tree and ultimately more fruit 

(2) Jesus is making this connection with how the Father loves us 

(a) He cuts things away in your life to redirect growth 

(b) This produces less branches and more fruit 

c) Here is the beauty of these verses:  
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(1) We are cared for from the inside AND the outside 

(a) Jesus supplies our nourishment and feeds our souls 

(b) The Father, in His providence and wisdom, prunes our life 

2. When you allow God to care for you on the inside and outside, 3 things happen 

a) vs. 8 - God gets the glory 

(1) God’s name is lifted up and He gets the honor 

(2) Your life opens people’s eyes to how much higher He is 

b) vs. 17 - God delights in answering your prayers 

(1) As you pull nourishment from Jesus and get pruned by the Father, your 

desires begin to mirror God’s 

(a) You love what they love, and hate what they hate 

(b) These new desires season your prayers, and you pray God’s will 

(2) When you pray God’s desires, He delights in answering your prayers 

c) vs. 18-21 - The world will hate and persecute you 

(1) This world hates being told they are wrong and they need to repent 

(2) As you look more like Jesus, people will hate you because they hated Jesus 

3. It can be lonely and discouraging when the world turns on you 

a) We want people to like us, so we often compromise to win their affection 

b) We will even convince ourselves “it’s evangelism” 

c) Jesus warns us about this in John 16 

B. John 16:1-15 

1. Jesus wants His disciples to persevere through the coming persecution 

a) It’ll get so bad people will think they are doing God a favor by persecuting you 

b) This will cause you to question if you are even following God 

c) When this happens, when you are filled with doubt, remember what Jesus said 

d) “I am not with you, but I sent a Helper” 

2. Jesus wants His disciples to know that the Holy Spirit is a “Helper” 

a) The Holy Spirit comforts you in times of sorrow 

b) The Holy Spirit empowers you to evangelize  



The Gospel of John - Week 14 Sunday, April 7, 2019

c) The Holy Spirit convicts people of sin 

(1) The Holy Spirit often does this by using your fruit 

(a) The world sees your fruitfulness and becomes aware of their sin 

(b) The world sees your faith and it reveals their lack of faith 

(2) This is how the Holy Spirit wakes people up to make a decision about Jesus 

3. In vs. 16-33, Jesus reminds His disciples that the persecution is not forever 

a) Think about a mother giving birth to a child 

(1) There is pain, BUT the mother forgets the pain when she holds the baby 

(2) Your “right now” pain will turn to joy when you enter final rest 

(3) Paul says “I consider our present sufferings as not comparable to the glory 

that will be revealed in us” - Romans 8:18 

4. Jesus finished his teaching at the table with a prayer (John 17) 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 17:1-26 

1. Jesus prayed for His disciples and He prayed for you 

a) Vs. 1-19 - Jesus prayed for unity and perseverance over His disciples 

b) Vs. 20-26 - Jesus prayed for all that would “believe through their words” 

(1) That includes you and me! 

(2) So, what does Jesus pray over you and me? 

2. Jesus wants us to walk in unity 

a) He wants us all to love what the Father loves and hate what the Father hates 

b) To pray the same prayers, speak the same language, and live in peace 

c) He prays this so the world will know that Jesus was God! 

B. Our ability to live in community, love each other, forgive each other, have each other’s 

backs, call out sin, and look past immaturity is an answer to Jesus’ prayer 

1. It is a work of the Holy Spirit AND a submission to His words 

a) We are nourished from the inside out 

b) And our outside displays the fruit from the inside nourishment 

C. So, what are the most important things that Jesus wanted us to know before He died? 
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1. We are only fruitful when Jesus is the vine and He prunes our lives 

2. The Holy Spirit helps you persevere the pruning and the world’s persecution 

3. We must strive to live in peace with each other, love each other, pray for one 

another, and put the beauty of our God on display for the world to see 


