
The Gospel of John - Week 12 Sunday, March 24, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We are going to read John 12 today 

1. This story takes place after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead 

a) Martha wanted to show her thanks, so she cooked Jesus a meal 

b) Jesus shows up for the meal 6 days before the Passover 

2. The Passover was a celebration of freedom from Egypt (Exodus 12) 

a) The celebration included killing a lamb, sharing a meal, and giving thanks 

b) However, that event was a foreshadow of God’s salvation for the entire world 

c) Over the next chapters, Jesus will become the “lamb of God” that will be killed 

B. Do you need to understand the Jewish culture to love Jesus? 

1. No, but learning it will increase your capacity to love Him 

2. Eating a Thanksgiving meal with family is great, but watching all the time and 

preparation that goes into the meal makes you appreciate it even more 

II. Text 

A. John 12:1-8 

1. Picture this scene 

a) Jesus in the house, sitting next to a guy that was dead for 4 days 

b) Martha and Mary are both overwhelmed 

(1) They are thankful to have their brother back 

(2) They learned something new about God’s love 

(3) Their response to that love was different 

(a) Martha responded by serving 

(b) Mary responded with an act of worship 

c) Both are valid responses to growing in love 

(1) But, I want to talk briefly about Mary’s act of worship 

(2) It’s a perfect example of how Biblical worship should work 

2. Worship is the act of assigning worth/value to someone or something 

a) However, when we assign value to one thing we also de-value something else 

(1) If I say “X is most valuable” suddenly “Y” is not valuable 
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(2) If I say “Jesus is most important” than “success and selfishness” are not 

(a) We express this principle when we sing in worship, but the song is only 

an expression of what is in our heart 

b) So, worship is the outward expression of what is most important to you 

(1) Therefore, when Mary poured out the oil, it was an act of worship  

(2) She was saying, “I value you more than this $25,000 oil” 

3. This is our pattern for Biblical worship 

a) We stare at Jesus: in the Bible, in prayer, in fasting, in singing, at church 

b) We understand His love in new ways and our value system shifts 

c) We elevate Jesus as most valuable in our lives, and this world gets de-valued 

d) We outwardly express this value shift in worship 

e) It makes some people very upset because they don’t truly value Jesus 

(1) Judas is our example 

(2) He walked with Jesus for 3 years, but he valued money over Jesus 

4. Don’t be like Judas! 

B. John 12:9-19 

1. Palm Sunday 

a) This event takes place on the Sunday before Jesus’ resurrection  

b) We have two main symbols happening in this story 

(1) People with palm branches 

(2) Jesus on a donkey 

c) These two symbols are opposites of each other 

2. Greek Rule (Palm Branches) 

a) Alexander the Great died, his kingdom was split 4 ways (Israel was Seleucid) 

b) In 167 BC the Seleucid ruler, Antiochus IV desecrated the temple 

c) Mattathias started a revolt, and his son Judas Maccabee took over 

d) Judas won the Temple back (celebrated every year as Hanukkah) 

e) Later, Judas’ brother Simon pushed the Greeks out of Jerusalem 
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f) This event was celebrated with a parade; they waved palm branches for the 

military victory over the Greeks  

(1) Fast forward to John 12, and everyone is making a declaration that Jesus is 

bringing a similar military victory over Rome 

(2) They are even quoting Psalm 118 by saying “Save Now!” 

3. King Jesus (Lowly Donkey) 

a) Jesus knows the people’s hearts, and He knows the symbolism 

b) However, He is the King God chose, not the King the people chose 

c) He is not there to free them from Rome; He is there to free them from sin 

d) So, He chooses a symbol that draws a line to prophecy (Zechariah 9:9-10) 

4. John gives us the contrast because:  

a) This is the same crowd in John 18 calling for His death 

b) It’s very easy to lose faith when our expectations of God are not met 

c) The only way around this is to crucify your expectations  

C. John 12:20-26 

1. The disciples told Jesus that some Greeks wanted to see Him 

a) Jesus responded, “I can’t reach everyone unless I die, only then can the 

Gentiles have me as King” 

b) Jesus then ties this principle of death and fruitfulness to discipleship 

2. The only way to “bear much fruit” is to die 

a) We must lay down our life, hang our past on the cross, and go down in death 

b) Only then will we experience fruit, eternal life, and abundance in Jesus 

D. John 12:27-43 

1. The weight of this week is pressing on Jesus 

a) Jesus knows the end is almost near and Israel is rejecting Him 

(1) But, He chooses the road of death rather than His personal comfort 

b) The Father affirms Jesus by speaking audibly to the crowd 

(1) The crowd’s response?  Argue 
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c) John tells us that the crowd had no faith because “they loved the glory that 

comes from man more than the glory that comes from God.” 

2. Why do so many people reject Jesus? Why so little faith in this world? 

a) Because humans love the glory from each other rather than from God 

b) We would rather chase the approval of a stranger than our creator 

c) We would rather have the world like us than God love us 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 12:44-50 

1. Let’s leave our study with this final thought: 

a) Everyone in the world will be judged against Jesus’ words 

(1) I am the only way to God 

(2) I am the bread of life that nourishes your soul 

(3) I am the living water that pours out of your life 

(4) I am the light and this world is darkness 

(5) I am the good shepherd that cares for my people 

(6) I am the doorway out of this corrupt system 

(7) I am the resurrection that raises you up and the life of abundance 

b) What matters most in life is “What did you do with Jesus?” 

(1) Did you love Him, value Him above all else, and live for Him? 

(2) Did you love this world, value its glory, and disobey Jesus? 

2. There is an eternal place for both answers 

a) The light will only shine on us while we live 

b) When we die there will be no more time to put our faith in Jesus 

c) This reality should fuel the way we live AND the way we share our faith


