
The Gospel of John - Week 11 Sunday, March 17, 2019

I. Intro 

A. Today is week 11 in our study of The Gospel of John 

1. From today forward, we are in the last week of Jesus’ life 

II. Text 

A. John 11:1-16 

1. In this story, John points us to the same principle from John 9 

a) The man was born blind because it revealed the glory of God 

b) Lazarus became sick and died because it revealed the glory of God 

c) It’s like John is saying, “If you struggled with God allowing personal pain, wait 

till you see how He uses death and the pain of an entire family to bring God 

glory!” 

d) This seems a little cruel, to let a friend die, but Jesus is showing His love 

(1) This is important to remember while reading John 11 

(2) This entire story is about HOW Jesus loves and WHAT that looks like  

2. Let’s go back to vs. 5-6 to understand this principle 

a) Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that 

Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

b) John is stressing that Jesus loved this family…therefore…he waited 

(1) To you and I, this doesn’t look like love 

(2) “Jesus, if you loved Him why did you let him die? That isn’t love.” 

3. Jesus let Lazarus die because His death would help them see 

a) These three were friends with Jesus, supported His ministry, believe Him 

b) These three loved Jesus, and Jesus loved them 

c) However, even in loving Him they didn’t fully see and know Him; know the 

Kingdom 

d) So, Jesus loved them so much He was willing to let them experience 

something profoundly painful so they could know Him greater 

4. This story is about Lazarus’ death, but the principle of love is the same for you 

a) Many of you are in, or have been in, in the valley of the shadow of death 
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b) Things that you know God called you to have died or dried up completely 

c) You are confused because if God really loves you He wouldn’t allow this mess 

d) The Holy Spirit is telling you today, “Jesus loves you” 

(1) He loves you so much that He is allowing this pain 

(2) He loves you so much that He is waiting 2 days before He moves 

(3) He is waiting till this thing is REALLY dead because you are going to learn 

something very beautiful about Jesus when He shows up to resurrect it 

B. John 11:17-44 

1. These verses contain some of the most powerful emotion from Jesus 

a) Vs. 33 says “When He saw Mary and the Jews weeping, He was deeply moved 

and greatly troubled” 

b) Vs. 35 says “He wept.” 

(1) The Greek word for “deeply moved” is similar to a rebuke or a warning 

(2) The Greek word for “greatly troubled” is similar to being agitated 

(3) The Greek word for “wept” means tears and audible sadness 

c) Why is Jesus experiencing all these emotions? 

2. Let’s recap what happened 

a) Martha comes to Him and says, “If you had been here…” 

b) Mary says, “If you had been here…” 

c) The Jews said, “He opened the eyes of the blind, but couldn’t help His friend” 

d) In all three confessions, there is disappointment and doubt 

(1) They were disappointed in His timing 

(2) They doubted His love 

3. Jesus was deeply moved, greatly troubled, and wept because His motives, power, 

and love are being questioned 

a) Jesus had great love for these people, and that is exactly what they questioned 

(1) Jesus said, “ I love you so much, I’m going to reveal myself in a new way so 

you will be changed and God will be glorified!” 
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(2) And their response is, “You don’t love me because you didn’t do what I 

wanted” 

b) Praise Jesus that He moved past their pain and loved them anyway 

(1) Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead 

4. Think for a moment about the ways we mirror Martha and Mary 

a) We really love Jesus, and we really believe in what we have seen of Him 

b) However, He loves us so much that He wants to show us more 

c) He wants to show us the power of resurrection in  

(1) In saving you and changing you 

(2) In your relationships, gifts, desires, marriages 

(3) In the preaching of the gospel 

5. Jesus loves you so much that He allows pain and death, so we can know Jesus, 

give God glory, and be changed 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 11:45-57 

1. Resurrection is the deal breaker for religious folk  

a) As long as they have the power to make you disappear they have all the power 

b) Battles are won when the enemy is dead 

c) But, how do you win if they keep coming back to life? 

2. After Lazarus, the Jewish Supreme Court decided Jesus must die 

a) At this council, Caiaphas said “Jesus must die to save their nation,”  

b) John made a prophetic connection by saying, “Jesus died to gather God’s kids” 

(1) Both men meant, “Jesus has to be the substitute” 

3. At the heart of the gospel message is this idea of substitution 

a) Jesus was your substitute by taking the punishment for your sins 

b) Jesus is our substitute by replacing our desires with His 

(1) His desire is that God gets the glory and your heart is changed 

(2) Our desire is that we are happy and safe 

B. Jesus loves you so much that He will wait, so you can know Him and His full power 
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1. This love profoundly changes us and how we see God 

2. It moves our hearts to embrace the substitution of Jesus’ righteousness for ours


