
The Gospel of John - Week 1 Sunday, January 6, 2019

I. Intro 

A. If you were with us during Advent you felt the stirring of joy, hope, love, and peace 

1. It was challenging and refreshing, a genuine moving of the Holy Spirit 

2. There was a real stirring of the Holy Spirit, a passion for Jesus 

B. This doesn’t have to end with Advent, this can be your everyday life 

1. God wants your life anchored in eternity so this world has no pull on you 

2. Jesus wants you to be led by the Spirit every day, instead of being led by your 

desires, selfishness, and complaints 

3. In fact, God wants this for everyone…even non-believers 

C. Experiencing this life is not a transaction, where you get what you pay for 

1. This life is a byproduct of obeying Jesus 

2. The last command Jesus gave before He left was “The Great Commission” 

a) Matt 28:18-20 / Luke 24:46-49 / Mark 16:14-16 / John 20:21-22 

b) It includes two main parts 

(1) Share your faith 

(2) Commit to discipleship 

D. That brings us to the Gospel of John 

1. It’s a book written by the disciple John (also wrote 1-3 John, and Revelation) 

a) “It was written so you may believe that Jesus is the son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in His name” - John 20:31 

b) That “life” is connected to obeying Jesus in things like the Great Commission 

2. We are going to study John for the next 17 weeks 

a) We will finish on Easter with the crucifixion and resurrection in John 20-21 

b) That may seem like a long time, but I want us to really hear John’s gospel 

c) At the end of this series I want you fired up for evangelism and discipleship 

II. Text 

A. John 1:1-18 - Prolog 

1. In the beginning… 

a) John begins his gospel with a mirror of Genesis 
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b) Before there was anything, there was the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

c) He made all things…therefore, all things are made through Him 

(1) Think about that, the internet, cellphones, boats, airplanes…that’s Jesus 

(2) Jesus created people, natural laws, wisdom, etc. and we use those 

boundaries to develop things 

(3) John is establishing God’s supremacy over everything 

2. John introduces the concept of “life and light” 

a) He uses these themes to contrast the world, which is “death and darkness” 

b) He uses our common language to explain Jesus’ mission 

(1) Jesus enlightens everyone that receives Him 

3. John introduces John the Baptist, the first “witness” of this “light and life” 

a) When John describes John as a witness, think of a witness in a courtroom 

(1) They aren’t the judge, a lawyer, the defendant, or a prosecutor 

(2) They have one role, tell the facts as they saw them 

b) The role of “witness” is where we get our concept of “witnessing” 

(1) We aren’t God. We don’t pronounce final judgment on souls. We aren’t 

God’s defense. 

(2) We are a witness that Jesus is “light and life” and He has “supremacy over 

all things” 

4. Let’s look at the John the Baptist, the witness 

B. John 1:19-34 

1. When a witness shares in a court, it is called a “testimony” / This is John’s testimony 

a) The Jewish delegation asked questions about what he was doing 

(1) Baptism was part of Jewish history, it had ties to the Red Sea / Jordan River 

(2) It was later used as a way for gentiles to convert to Judaism 

(3) John was telling Jews that they needed to get baptized too 

b) They asked questions about who he was 

(1) Are you Elijah? —>  Malachi 4:5 

(2) Are you the prophet? —> Deuteronomy 18:18 
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(3) He is the voice… —> Isaiah 40:3-5 

(a) A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted 

up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 

become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord 

shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the 

Lord has spoken.” 

c) John’s testimony is clear:  

(1) “I saw the Spirit descend” 

(2) “He is the Son of God” 

2. What is your testimony when you witness? 

a) Are you a voice crying in the wilderness “Get your life straight with Jesus” 

b) “He changed me and He can change you too” 

3. The thing about testimonies in court, is they are considered a form of evidence 

a) Your testimony is a form of evidence that Jesus is who He says He is 

b) Your testimony is a crucial part of the witnessing process 

4. How do we build a testimony? Through discipleship. 

III. Conclusion 

A. John 1:35-51 

1. The testimony of John pointed Andrew and Peter to Jesus 

2. The testimony of Philip pointed Nathanael to Jesus 

a) Most scholars think that the conversation between Jesus and Nathanael was 

about Genesis 28 (Jacob’s ladder) 

3. John is showing us the power of testimonies, they lead to discipleship 

B. Chapter 1 is arranged like the Great Commission 

1. Starts with Jesus 

2. Moves to sharing your testimony / witnessing 

3. Finishes with discipleship 

C. I want you to start arranging your life around the Great Commission


