
The Book of Judges - Week 9 Sunday, July 28, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We are finishing our study of Judges today 

1. The Hebrews in Judges were the grandchildren of the Exodus  

a) Their grandparents watched God part the Red Sea 

b) Their parents watched God part the Jordan River 

c) They chose to disobey God and redefine right/wrong in their own eyes 

2. A theologian once said, “If one generation knows the Lord, their children assume 

the Lord, and their grandchildren forget the Lord.” 

a) This was true with Israel, and it can be true for us as well 

b) Judges 21 left us with that warning last week 

c) If we disobey God and do what is right in our own eyes, that sin is passed down 

d) Without intervention, that cycle continues through multiple generations 

B. That was the hopeless feeling the writer left us with last week 

1. There was no revival or repentance, only a nation who forgot God  

2. But, God is faithful… 

a) Today, I want you to see God’s faithfulness in the middle of man’s rebellion 

b) And, I want His faithfulness to fill you with hope 

II. Text 

A. 1 Samuel 1:1-8 

1. Just like the last 5 chapters of Judges, we are introduced to a few characters 

a) Elkanah, and his two wives Peninnah and Hannah 

b) Eli the priest/judge, and his two sons Hophni and Phinehas 

2. The story seems to be mostly about Hannah 

a) She is a woman who can’t have children, which is a big deal 

(1) Israel’s culture was farming…without kids work was very difficult 

(2) Israel had no 401(k)…without kids nobody would care for you as you aged 

(3) Israel had to survive…without kids nobody would defend the land 

b) She is surrounded by a culture that does what is right in their own eyes 

(1) Her husband is married to two women 
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(2) Her wife-in-law likes to mock her for not having kids 

(3) Eli and his family are wicked leaders 

3. Why is the writer telling Hannah’s story? 

a) Because Hannah has faith when everyone around her doesn’t 

b) Because God likes using Hannahs to bring big changes 

B. 1 Samuel 1:9-18 

1. In vs 9 we are told Hannah rose and went to pray 

a) This word means: to become powerful, to become fixed on something 

b) Hannah acted on her faith and asked God to change her life 

(1) She prayed, “I have no power to change this, but you do” 

(2) She also prayed, “If you answer my prayer, I will honor you” 

2. Let’s talk about this kind of prayer for a moment 

a) It is never good practice to make deals with God (If you, then I will…) 

b) Hannah is NOT making a deal, she IS making a first fruits promise 

(1) This is a Biblical principle to give away the first of any harvest 

(2) It is a way of saying, “I know more is coming, so I can give this away” 

(3) This is the entire basis for tithing 

c) Hannah was asking God for children, and the first to come would be God’s 

3. This kind of prayer was rare in those days 

a) It was so rare that Eli thought the woman was drunk 

b) But, when Eli knew she was praying with faith, He told her to go in peace 

4. This is where things get really wild… 

a) Hannah went home and was no longer sad! 

b) Why is this wild?  

(1) We expect Hannah to pray, get pregnant, and then rejoice 

(2) Instead, Hannah prays and rejoices before she gets pregnant 

5. The Holy Spirit is using this story to teach you about where joy comes from 

a) We all experience joy when our prayers get answered 

b) But, there is a greater joy in knowing God hears your prayers 
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c) Why is this joy greater? 

(1) If you only feel joy when your prayers are answered… 

(a) What if God doesn’t answer them in your timing? 

(b) What if God says no? 

(c) You are going to struggle with highs and lows of joy 

(2) If you are filled with joy just knowing God hears you… 

(a) It doesn’t matter what the answer to your prayer is 

(b) Your joy comes from the relationship, not what you get from it 

C. 1 Samuel 1:19 - 2:11 

1. Hannah gives birth to a boy named Samuel, and she worships 

2. She dedicates Samuel to God’s work and leaves him with Eli 

3. Hannah has many other kids, and Samuel grows up with Eli as a father figure 

4. Eli was a priest, a judge, and a lousy father  

D. 1 Samuel 2:12-36 

1. Eli had two sons that served as priests 

a) They would steal food from people as they brought it as an offering 

b) They would have sex with the women serving in the tabernacle 

c) They had no respect for God and did what they thought was right 

2. Eli tried to deal with his sons, but the closer the sin the more you excuse it 

a) When we see sin in the life of a stranger, we have very little grace 

b) When we see sin in the life of our friends, we usually make excuses 

c) When we see sin in our family or kids, we usually ignore it 

d) When we have sin, we are usually blind to it 

3. God sent a prophet to tell Eli that judgment was coming 

E. 1 Samuel 3:1-21 

1. This is probably in my top 10 favorite chapters of scripture 

a) God is starting to put His house in order 

b) He is bringing judgment on wicked priests and judges 

c) He is raising up a new generation and using the weakest people to do it 
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2. God still uses weak people to accomplish His work on the earth 

a) We saw in this chapter how God spoke to Samuel  

b) Let’s finish our series talking about how God speaks to you 

III. Conclusion 

A. Today, God speaks through: 

1. The Holy Spirit (John 16:12-13) 

a) This can feel like a leading or a prompting in your spirit 

b) This can be a dream or a vision 

c) This can feel similar to thoughts in your mind 

d) *Always judge these against the next way God speaks…the Bible 

2. The Bible (Matthew 4:4, Psalm 119:105) 

a) The Bible was written from eye-witness accounts of Jesus & encounters with 

God 

b) The Bible contains everything God has revealed about Himself  

3. The Church (Colossians 3:16-17) 

a) God commands us to be part of a community of believers  

b) In this weak community, God uses each of us to speak to each other 

4. Creation (Romans 1:19) 

a) We can hear the attributes of God signing in the stars at night 

b) Watching the birds reminds us that “if God cares for them…” 

5. Jesus (Colossians 1:15-20) 

a) We can know the Father because we know the Son 

b) Jesus can speak to us through His words in the Gospels 

B. In many ways, the world of Judes looks like our world 

1. This can be an invitation for great sadness 

2. This can be an invitation for great faith 

C. In the middle of the darkness around you, petition God to change the things you have 

no control over…and watch Him change your world


