
The Book of Judges - Week 7 Sunday, July 14, 2019

I. Intro 

A. In the past 16 chapters, we have seen Israel go through many cycles of sin 

1. They would disobey God, get trapped in sin, cry to God, and be delivered 

2. However, after deliverance, they would disobey God, and the cycle would repeat 

B. Our final chapters in Judges are little different 

1. Instead of another cycle of sin, the writer gives us Israelite details   

2. We get to see how citizens of Israel are living…it is not pretty 

3. Even with various judges saving the people, their hearts wander from God 

C. These final chapters can be summed up in Judges 17:6 

1. “There was no king in Israel, everyone did what was right in their own eyes” 

2. This means Israel had no governing authority that told them right from wrong 

a) They rejected God as king. They rejected his law as authority over their life. 

b) Everyone chose right/wrong for themselves 

II. Text 

A. Judges 17:1-6 

1. Summary 

a) The writer is kicking off this chapter with, “Let me tell you how wild things were” 

b) At this point there was a place of worship, there were priests and a law 

c) But this family thought, “Let’s honor God in our way, and He will like it!” 

2. Part of us wants to cringe at this story, but part of us thinks God might be pleased 

a) Within the context of Judges, it is clear this guy is nuts 

b) But, if we take this story out of context, the guy seems really devoted 

(1) He is building a temple in his house, anointing his sons as priests 

(2) He has images all around that remind him of God 

c) The problem is, God worship can’t be taken out of context 

(1) Israel’s faith was based on God revealing Himself 

(2) He told them what He liked and didn’t; they were expected to follow 

(3) The law for worship was found in Exodus 20:4 “make no carved image…” 

3. Why was Israel not allowed to make any carved image of God? 
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a) Creating an image of God means you only capture some of His attributes 

b) Capturing some of His attributes means you ignore others 

(1) For example: 

(a) The image of an all-loving God ignores His righteous judgment 

(b) The image an all-healing God ignores His purpose in suffering 

(c) The image of an all-forgiving God ignores His expectation of obedience  

c) Ignoring allows you to reshape Him into whatever kind of God you want 

(1) It empowers you to say things like: 

(a) “My God would never…” 

(b) “I don’t believe in a God that…” 

(c) “I Like to think of God as…” 

(2) It gives you an image of God that: 

(a) Will never contradict you 

(b) Will never tell you “no” 

(c) Will never require you to change 

4. Most of us have never hired a silversmith to form an image of God, but that is 

because we are the silversmiths 

a) We pull certain attributes of God close because we like them 

b) We push others away because we don’t agree with them or they are hard  

c) This way of living means you have never: 

(1) Wrestled with God over an issue 

(2) Felt broken over what He requires of you 

(3) Heard Him say no in your prayer life 

B. Judges 17:7-13 

1. The writer references some things about this Levite that we might miss 

a) He is a Levite. He had a job as the priest of God’s people 

b) He is from Judah, the largest tribe. He had a big place, but he was unhappy 

c) This guy is an opportunist. He is looking for a cushy job and a nice paycheck 

2. Luckily, disobedience loves company and the Levite found someone to pay him 
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a) Micah thought he has struck gold! A real-life Levite! 

b) Micah hired this guy to be the priest over his false temple 

3. The chapter ends with Micah saying “Look what I did, God really owes me now!” 

a) Why does Micah think God will bless Him? 

b) Because Micah reshaped God instead of allowing God to reshape Micah 

4. This is one of the largest sins of our time 

a) We aren’t throwing God away and saying “no more!” 

b) We are reshaping Him to fit whatever we need 

c) We are giving Him a makeover so modern people are less offended by Him 

d) We are turning our heavenly father into an earthly grandfather 

C. Judges 18:1-6 

1. Who is the tribe of Dan? 

a) A tribe of Israel that was too lazy to inherit their land under Joshua 

b) The decide it’s time to find some land, and they meet the Levite at Micah’s 

c) The Levite tells them “God is on your side,” and ignores their disobedience  

2. The Levite should have said, “God gave you land, go obey Him!” 

a) Why couldn’t the Levite speak the truth to the tribe of Dan? 

b) Because the Levite was living in disobedience too 

3. You can’t speak the truth to others if you are ignoring the truth yourself 

a) Because you have no authority to speak the truth 

b) And, your version of truth is warped; it’s not actually truth  

D. Judges 18:7-26 

1. Dan found land in an area called Laish, gather 600 men, and went to take the land 

2. They stopped by Micah’s house and offered the Levite a job 

3. The Levite followed the tribe, and they took everything Micah made 

III. Conclusion 

A. Judges 18:27-31 

1. Did you catch that big reveal? 

a) The Levite was Jonathan, the grandson of Moses! 
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b) Jonathan gave up his inheritance to live in the mountains with the most 

rebellious tribe in Israel 

c) He and his sons set up a northern center of worship that lasted through 

Solomon’s temple 

d) Dan and these Levites created a culture of false worship and deceived 

thousands of people over multiple generations 

(1) After this, Dan produced nothing of value for Israel  

(2) No prophets, kings, leaders, men of valor, no calls to repentance 

(3) In fact, when the tribes of Israel are listed in Revelation, Dan is left out 

B. This all started with one man who wanted to reshape God, and it ended with the 

deception of an entire tribe 

1. This story reminds me of the deception that is promised in the last days 

2. 2 Timothy 3:1-7 

a) But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people 

will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 

parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, 

brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure 

rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. 

Avoid such people. For among them are those who creep into households and capture 

weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, always learning 

and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 

C. Many people are deceived like this; like the tribe of Dan; like Micah, like the Levite 

1. But today, the Holy Spirit isn’t asking “who in your life is deceived like this?” 

2. The Holy Spirit is asking: “Are you deceived like this?” 

a) Have you reshaped God to make Him nicer or easier to please? 

b) Have you given up on your calling to chase a bigger paycheck? 

c) Have you refused to obey God and settled for a lesser inheritance 

d) Have you become a lover of pleasure rather than a lover of God? 

3. If so, then turn from your wicked ways and run to Jesus


