
The Book of Judges - Week 4 Sunday, June 23, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We are continuing our study in Judges 

1. It’s an exciting book 

2. Filled with action, adventure, history, and lessons about disobedience 

B. Last week: 

1. Israel’s judge, Gideon, freed his people from Midian 

2. However, he created a culture in Israel where tribes fought each other 

3. After Gideon’s death, warlords and bandits became the greatest threat to Israel 

C. This week: 

1. God will raise up judges to deal with Israel, but they will fall back into a cycle of sin 

2. They fall back into this cycle because they refuse to obey God’s word 

D. As we study today, remember this: 

1. We have a better judge in Jesus, but we can still walk in disobedience 

2. Walking in disobedience invites the same kind of turmoil from outside and within 

a) Many of your social struggles in life are tied to your selfishness 

b) Much of your unhappiness is tied to putting your hope in this world 

E. The people’s hearts in Judges are dark, but so are our hearts 

1. If we don’t cry out for Jesus to transform us and walk in obedience, we will 

continue a similar cycle of sin 

II. Text 

A. Judges 10:1-5 

1. These two men saved Israel from inner turmoil 

2. But, Israel returned to idolatry and was enslaved to the Ammonites and Philistines 

B. Judges 10:6-9 

1. Israel turned back to foreign gods and worshiped the idols of foreign kingdoms 

2. God “sold them” into the hands of the enemy 

a) This idea is similar to your selling a possession to someone else 

b) The new owner can do whatever he wants with their purchase 

c) God didn’t abandon Israel; He let Israel see the result of idol worship, slavery 
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3. Let’s talk about idol worship for a moment 

a) Idol worship may seem like an ancient practice 

(1) It required something carved with human hands 

(2) It required affection and devotion to the idol 

b) It’s not an ancient practice; it’s a human practice that stands the test of time 

(1) Paul describes idol worship in Romans 1:25 as “worshiping and serving the 

creature rather than the creator” 

(a) This means we place our affections and devotions on things made by 

God (or man) rather than God Himself 

(b) We love something more than God that should be loved less than God 

(2) So, our idols are no longer the idols of Syria, Moab, Sidon, and Ammon  

(a) They are work, money, success in business, sexual stimulation 

(b) They are a girlfriend, your looks, a sports team, a political party 

c) Ancient and modern idol worship produce the same outcome 

(1) You receive the wrath of God (Colossians 3:5-6) 

(2) You become a slave to the idol 

(a) You never see your issue as “idol worship”  

(b) You see your issue as “not worshiping the idol enough” 

(3) Example: 

(a) Let’s say you worship money. You determine an amount in your head 

that is your ideal income. When you reach it, you have more options 

available to you AND you become aware of things that are still out of 

your reach. So, you chase a new goal of more income.  

(b) Maybe you worship relationships. You put everything into your 

marriage, not because you love your spouse but because your identity 

is wrapped in being married. Then, your marriage fails, and your spouse 

leaves you. You then say, “I need a new marriage, a new and better 

spouse” 
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(c) In both examples, you never realize that your problem is loving money 

or relationships too much; you are convinced your problem is not 

loving money or relationships enough. 

d) This is the trap of idol worship 

(1) Whatever you have is not enough 

(2) Your affections are always pulled away from God 

C. Judges 10:10-18 

1. Israel cried to God for salvation, and God responded “Ask your idols for help” 

2. Israel repented, put away the idols, and God raised up a new judge 

D. Judges 11:1-11 

1. Jephthah was an outcast and ran with a rough crowd 

a) Because he was an outcast, he picked up a lot of the world while in the world 

b) He had a warped sense of God’s ways, and it shows as the story continues 

2. Gilead came to Jephthah and said “you’re the kind of man we need, be our judge” 

a) Jephthah was very weary at first, but ultimately accepts the position 

E. Judges 11:12-28 

1. Jephthah sent word to the Ammonites and tried to appeal to them 

a) He appealed from a historical view - Israel owns this land because they won it 

b) He appealed from a theological view -  God gave them this land 

2. Both appeals fell on deaf ears and everyone went to war 

3. As Jephthah rode out to battle he made a vow to God 

a) This vow was unnecessary, God was going to give Jephthah the victory 

b) It shows the impact of the world on his theology: “If God does this, I’ll do that” 

F. Judges 11:29-40 

1. Jephthah vowed to dedicate the first thing out of his house to God 

a) He wins the battle, returns home, and his daughter greets him in celebration 

b) After a time of sadness, Jephthah fulfills his vow 

2. What is the vow? 

a) Two schools of thought 
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(1) Jephthah offered his daughter as a human sacrifice  

(a) This view is popular because it is a literal interpretation of the Bible 

(b) It’s believable because Jephthah was a bandit surrounded by violence 

(c) This was forbidden, but Jephthah had a warped view of God 

(2) Jephthah dedicated his daughter to the Lord’s service (ending his family 

lineage) and solidified the vow with a burnt offering 

(a) In Exodus 29 and Leviticus 8, Aaron’s sons were “offered to the Lord” in 

His service, and the vow was solidified with a burnt offering 

(b) This view is popular because human sacrifice was considered sin 

(c) The Spirit of God was on Jephthah when he made the vow 

(d) Jephthah is listed in Hebrews 11 as having great faith 

b) No matter what interpretation you side with, a couple of lessons are clear 

(1) God can work through you even when your heart isn’t pleasing to Him 

(a) You may be a good teacher, but that doesn’t mean God approves of all 

your choices 

(b) You can be loved and used by God while your understanding of His 

ways are still growing 

(2) We all struggle with being affected more by culture than by the Bible 

(a) Things we see in the world around us lie to us about God 

(b) Our experiences lie to us about God 

(c) The enemy whispers lies to us about God 

(d) Unless we take those lies to the Bible and expose them, they become 

our theology, and we end up making foolish vows and serving an idol 

III. Conclusion 

A. Judges 12:1-6 

1. Ephraim complained about not fighting again, but Jephthah wasn’t playing around 

a) War broke out, Gilead killed 42,000 Ephraimites and captured the Jordan river 

b) Gilead quizzed Ephraim spies if they tried to cross the river 

(1) Ephraim couldn’t pronounce the “sh” in shibboleth  
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(2) This mispronunciation gave them away, and they were slaughtered 

2. This is a lesson on the impacts of habitual sin 

a) If you don’t walk in repentance, sin isn’t seen as the enemy, other people are 

(1) We saw this with Gideon, Abimelech, and now Ephraim 

(2) We also see this in our churches and among Christians 

(a) Sin makes us draw lines in the sand to determine who is in and out 

(b) Sin makes us quiz each other about matters of maturity, not salvation 

b) This is not a godly way to live, it is a symptom of unrepentant sin in our heart  

(1) We are all saved by the grace and work of Jesus  

(2) We are not saved because we pronounce something differently or have 

some unique take on a particular scripture 

B. Judges tells us to get out of the cycle of sin: 

1. Because idolatry makes us a slave 

2. And the family of God is not your enemy


