
The Book of Judges - Week 3 Sunday, June 16, 2019

I. Intro 

A. This is our third week in Judges 

1. We have seen Israel’s cycle of sin 

2. We have seen God’s faithfulness to His people 

3. We saw God send a prophet to convict Israel of sin 

4. Last week, God called a man named Gideon to be a judge for Israel 

B. God used Gideon to free Israel from Midianite oppression 

1. In Judges 7, Gideon defeated Midian with only 300 men 

2. At the end of Judges 7, Gideon told Israel to capture the enemy while his men 

pursued those who escaped 

II. Text 

A. Judges 8:1-3 

1. When Gideon called for the tribes to capture the enemy, Ephraim was angry 

a) Ephraim was powerful; they were offended about not taking the victory 

b) This proves God’s point about reducing the men to 300 

(1) Ephraim would have never listened to Gideon as judge 

(2) Ephraim would have taken credit for the victory instead of God 

2. Gideon seems diplomatic, but let’s keep reading 

B. Judges 8:4-9 

1. Gideon pursued the kings of Midian and stopped in two small towns 

a) The towns were afraid of repercussions if Gideon failed; a clear lack of faith 

b) Gideon responded with a threat 

2. What are you thinking, Gideon? 

a) This isn’t how he spoke to Ephraim (maybe because they were too big to bully) 

b) He spoke like this victory was his and not God’s 

c) He sounded like a man who wanted respect and honor for winning 

3. You’ve met people like this, maybe you have discovered you’re a person like this 

a) You start off doing something for the right reason, God called you  

b) You find joy in serving people 
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c) Along the way, someone doesn’t recognize the sweat you put in 

(1) You get offended; you want respect for “All you’ve done” 

d) Be careful, that attitude is a red flag that your heart is in the wrong place 

(1) You aren’t serving the Lord; you are serving yourself 

(2) You are doing it for the recognition, not to please God 

C. Judges 8:10-12  

1. Gideon defeated the enemy and captured King Zebah and King Zalmunna 

D. Judges 8:13-17 

1. Gideon brought the kings back to Succoth and Penuel 

a) Succoth and Penuel were Jewish cities, they were full of Gideon's people 

b) Gideon beat the elders, destroyed their tower, and killed the men of the city 

c) Gideon, what are you doing?! 

2. This story reminds us of how dangerous things can get when we succeed 

a) Gideon was called by God to defeat the Midianites, not kill his people 

(1) God won the battle of Midian, not Gideon’s 300 

(2) But, the victory blinded Gideon, and he started taking credit for it 

b) Success in any area of life is an invitation to forget God’s grace 

(1) When we experience victory, it’s easy to confuse that with our success 

(2) Think about a successful businessman, what is the worst thing for him? 

(a) Failure? Maybe, because failure will bring him low 

(b) Success! Because this will confirm his belief that he is in control 

3. You may feel like my reading of Gideon is too harsh 

a) Maybe he was executing God’s judgment for Israel’s lack of faith 

b) Let’s continue the story and see how pure Gideon’s heart is 

E. Judges 8:22-32 

1. After the battle… 

a) Israel declared Gideon as their savior, and Gideon didn’t correct them 

b) Israel asked Gideon to be their king, he refused 

c) Gideon took payment for the victory and formed an ephod for his hometown 
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d) Gideon married many women, had many concubines, and 70 sons 

2. Congratulations to Gideon for saying “NO” to being king 

a) But, he lived like a king anyway 

b) And, he set up his hometown as a rival place of worship 

(1) At this point, tabernacle worship was in Shiloh, and they had ephods 

(2) He basically built another golden calf and encouraged idol worship 

3. This story reminds us of two important truths 

a) You can know something in your mind, but not live it with your life 

b) Following God is “not about how you start, it’s how you finish” 

F. Judges 9:1-3 

1. Gideon picked up the nickname “Jerubbaal” in Judges 6 

2. Gideon’s son, Abimelech (which means My Father is King), wanted to be king 

3. He asked the men of Shechem to help him kill his 70 brothers so he could rule 

G. Judges 9:3-6 

1. The men of Shechem gave Abimelech idol money 

a) He killed his brothers, only one survives (Jotham) 

b) The leaders of Shechem crowned Abimelech king 

2. I wonder what impact Gideon’s choices in Succoth and Penuel had on Abimelech 

a) Maybe no impact, or maybe a huge impact 

b) The fact that we don’t know is my point 

(1) We don’t know what decisions will have an impact on our kids 

(2) We don’t know when they are taking notes and when they are ignoring us 

(3) Therefore, you must treat every moment as a teaching moment 

(4) You must model the behavior you want to see in your kids, all the time 

H. Judges 9:7-56 

1. Jotham stood up to Shechem and said “I hope you get what you deserve” 

a) And that is exactly what happened 

2. Things between Shechem and Abimelech went south quickly 

a) A new guy came to town, named Gaal 
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b) He started talking trash about Abimelech 

3. Abimelech went to Shechem to bring his wrath to Gaal and the city 

a) He defeated Gaal 

b) He captured the entire city 

c) Found the townspeople locked in a tower 

d) Burned it to the ground and sowed salt in the earth so it couldn’t be rebuilt 

(1) Abimelech killed over 1,000 people 

(2) And, ruined the land of Shechem —> a highpoint for Abram and Joshua 

4. Abimelech went to a nearby town to continue his rampage 

a) As he approached Thebez, all the people gathered in another tower 

b) A woman pushed a millstone over the side, and it crushed Abimelech’s head 

c) He asked a servant to kill him so he wouldn’t die at the hands of a woman  

III. Conclusion 

A. When God called Gideon, the greatest threat to Israel was from the outside 

1. Foreign nations were continually enslaving Israel because of their wickedness 

2. Israel’s biggest problem now is from within, her own sin 

B. This is also our biggest struggle 

1. Like Israel, your enemy isn’t some boss or authority figure, it’s your own 

disobedience 

2. Like Gideon, your enemy isn’t the person who won’t show you honor, it’s your 

desire to be honored 

3. Like Abimelech, your enemy isn’t your family, it’s your own selfishness to be better 

than them 

C. In the book of Judges, God sent judges to free His people 

1. Today, we have something better than a judge, Jesus 

2. He doesn’t beat his people, burn your city, or kill you for having little faith 

3. He calls you out of this broken world and invites you to join His family 

4. Listen to Him calling you today; turn from your sin and follow Him


