
Age of Skeptics, Part 3                                                                            May 19, 2019 
 
Prayer 
 
Intro 
 
Week One  

 
▪ “Nones” / Hurt / Skeptics – Church viewed as aloof, exclusive, painful  
▪ You: “The Bible says…” = Skeptic: crickets, not interested  
▪ Applying the Bible in your life opens the door 

 
Week Two  
 

▪ Skeptics: God was made up to explain our “world”  
o It’s great to have answers, but… 

▪ Your lifestyle/relationships speak volumes about how real God is 
 

The need… 
▪ The fields are there…for sowing, for increase, for reaping 

o Secondly, From John Adams to Massachusetts Militia, 11 October 
1798… “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious 
People. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” 
 

# # # # 
 

Start with the word itself… “Apologetics” – Gk. Apologia = to give a defense 
 
Ravi Zacharias:  

Apologetics is a subject that ends up defending itself. The one who argues against 
apologetics ends up using argument to denounce argument. The one who says 
apologetics is a matter of pride ends up proudly defending one’s own 
impoverishment. The one who says conversion is a matter of the heart and not the 
intellect ends up presenting intellectual arguments to convince others of this 
position. So goes the process of self-contradiction. 



I am convinced, in the words of C. S. Lewis—who in my estimation is probably the 
greatest Christian apologist in recent memory—that the question of being an 
apologist is not so much whether you use an apologetic in answering someone’s 
question, but whether the apologetic you already use is a good one. 

 
Our goal: A good apologetic 
 
Last week “1 in a googol”  
 

▪ Phil Robertson/Glenn Beck shows the power of taking ownership of 
information  
o Video clip  

 
▪ What is considered the “greatest commandment” in Scripture?  

o Mark 12:28-34 English Standard Version (ESV) 28 And one of the scribes 
came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that 
he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most 
important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.30 And you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater 
than these.” 

▪ Jesus openly states you can intellectually embrace God 
 
 

▪ Matthew 28:19-20 English Standard Version (ESV) 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
o “Go make disciples” = go shopping 
o “Go” literally means, “As you go” – changes everything 

 
Do you have situational awareness of your surroundings? 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A19-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24211a


▪ Tactical training by Col. Jeff Cooper – color codes of awareness 
o White: you are relaxed and unaware of what is going on around you. 
o Yellow: you remain relaxed, but are aware of who and what is around 

you. 
o Orange: you have identified something of interest that may or may not 

prove to be a threat.  
o Red:  condition red simply changes the focus of your attention from a 

potential threat to a potential target. 
o New…Black: not being prepared you freeze 

 
From a biblical point of view, do you have situational awareness? 
 
Youth pastor/students “go” …one did not want to. 

▪ Ended up at a park w/ prayer 
o Surprised to see someone in the distance 
o “How are you today?” = quivering chin, welled-up eyes 
o “God loves you” = tears, sobbing, and a razor blade 
o “God sent you…” = “He did?!?”  

 
This week’s three questions: 
 
1. Why can’t I live the way I want, as long as I don’t harm anyone? 
2. How could a loving God send people to hell? 
3. Why are all Christians hypocrites? 
 
Why can’t I live the way I want, as long as I don’t harm anyone? 
 
Wiccans believe in the concept:  “An' it harm none, do what ye will.” 

▪ Wicca is pagan witchcraft came to existence early 20th century 
▪ Concept is hardly new… 

o Remember – you need to be able to discuss the subject without “the 
bible says” 

▪ Still, you need to be learning what the bible says about each of 
these topics so, over time, you can respond to inquiries as the 
Holy Spirit draws people 

o Genesis 3:1-5 



▪ There is underlying lie we/others still fall for… “It’ll be ok?” 

• You can do what you want, no one else is being harmed 

• Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death” 

• 1 Co 6: 12a “All things are lawful for me, but not all things 
are helpful.” 
 

▪ If you get to have this conversation with someone you need to do some 
reverse engineering 
o This question (“Why can’t I live the way I want…”) never comes from 

people serving others, etc. 
o You CAN ask how this person determines “right & wrong” and “hurt?” 

 
▪ Societies have long established social “norms.”  

• There was a time in America where considering blacks as 
less than human was part of the societal norm.  

• How did that work out in Nazi Germany?  
 

▪ How does this person define “hurt?”  

• We have a habit of deciding whether or not someone should 
be or has a right to be hurt. 
 

o Cracks in windshields (drugs, alcohol, pornography, etc.)  
o Control is a myth, it controls you (“surely you will not die”)  
o Count the costs…all of the lives who are impacted by choices 

▪ Family, friends, co-workers…others ARE impacted 

• “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful.” 
 

 
How could a loving God send people to hell? 
 

▪ This revolves around judgment & justice, thus the character of God 
o C.S. Lewis “There are two kinds of people on earth, those who bow their 

heart to God and say ‘Thy will be done’ and the others to whom God 
says, ‘Thy will be done.’”  

 



o You can actually flip the question: How could a just God allow a 
murderer into heaven?  

 
▪ The core issue is sin. 

o God is love, therefore loving, but God hates sin 
▪ Sin is the symptom of evil  
▪ God is just 
▪ Hell is about justice 

 
▪ Theologian Cornelius van Til – “If there is no God, there is no evil.”  

o C.S. Lewis “My argument against God was that the universe seemed so 
cruel and unjust. But how had I got this idea of just and unjust? A man 
does not call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a straight line. 
What was I comparing this universe with when I called it unjust?” 

 
▪ The world operates with some general sense of what is just, but as humans 

we assign our own scale of justice to it. 
o We grade sins.  
o In God’s economy sin is sin (THAT is a stumbling block)  

▪ God separates only one  
▪ Mark 3:28-29 English Standard Version (ESV) 28 “Truly, I say to you, 

all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever 
blasphemies they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the 
Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin” 

• “blasphemeo” = to slander, to speak lightly or profanely of 
sacred things 

• Theological mainstream: not a one time act, but life of 
dismissing Christ, the work of Christ  
o 17 verses witness/confirm Jesus is Lord! 

 
▪ Our choices determine our fate…Adam/Eve ‘till now 

• Given the right to sin or obey; hate or love 

• He loves the world enough to require justice for  
wrongdoing, and He loves people enough to take the 
punishment himself. 

 



Why are all Christians hypocrites? 
 

▪ When asked, Marshall suggests, “Just agree” … I might wordsmith that a 
little… 
o Christians, often, are hypocrites because we are human. But, not all 

Christians are hypocrites. 
o What makes this one different is that we are at the one answer which 

can never, ever be refuted. Ever.  
▪ A life changed 
▪ My 2nd cousin Doug / Forty years and Jesus makes a difference 

 
o Middle School Teacher Superlatives 

▪ “Best Friend” 
▪ “Best Dressed” 
▪ “Most likely to be mistaken for a student” 
▪ “Coolest” (which likely means allows cell phone use in class) 
▪ “Easiest A” 

• And then there’s “Best Life Advice” 
o From middle schoolers 
o When you live Christ-like it is like a light set on a hill.  

▪ Jesus suggested light, not megaphone 
 

▪ Lee Strobel was the legal editor for the Chicago Tribune 
o He pursued hard facts in every story; legal schooling demanded it 

▪ Atheist in H.S., so absurd not even worth considering 
▪ “God did not create people; people created God.” 

o He married an agnostic. Years later she had “the worst news.” 
▪ She had become a Christian 

• Soup kitchens had to be next 

• Divorce, he figured, was inevitable 
o “I began to see positive changes in her character, her values, the way 

she related to me and the children. The transformation was winsome, 
attractive. So, one day when she invited me to church with her, I 
decided to comply.” 

o The pastor’s message was basic 



▪ But it turned Lee loose to do what he did best…dig, research, 
study.  

o “I became convinced by the evidence that science supports the belief in 
a Creator who looks suspiciously like the God of the Bible. I found that 
Jesus, and Jesus alone, fulfilled the ancient messianic prophecies against 
all mathematical odds. I concluded the New Testament is rooted in 
eyewitness testimony and that is passes the tests historians routinely 
use to determine reliability.” 

 
▪ Where did his journey begin? With a changed life.  

 
The BEST apologetic not just for the “Why are Christians hypocrites?” question, 
but for the Age of Skeptics, is a changed life because it cannot be refuted.   
 
Prayer 
 
Close: Matthew 28:19-20 English Standard Version (ESV) 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples 

o “As you go” 


