
Joshua - Week 4 Sunday, August 26, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Today, we finish our study of Joshua 

1. God saved these people and gave them a home 

2. He gave them a better way to live 

3. He blessed them as they walked in obedience 

4. He gave them rest and peace 

B. This study has taught us a lot about Jesus 

1. God also saved us and gave us a home 

2. Jesus offers us a new way to live 

3. We experience blessings as we walk in obedience 

4. At the end of our life, we are promised an inheritance in heaven 

C. Watching God work through Israel helps us see how God works in us 

1. When you see God’s fingerprints on Joshua, it’s easier to see God’s fingerprints in 

your life 

2. Which helps us be thankful instead of resentful  

D. Let’s pick up where we left off 

1. Last week, all Hebrew tribes were given an inheritance of land 

2. In Joshua 20, God has instructions for specific cities that will be built in these tribes 

II. Text 

A. Joshua 20:1-6 

1. God told Israel to set up 6 cities of refuge 

a) They were spread evenly throughout Israel 

b) They were meant to shelter anyone who killed a Hebrew by accident 

c) It was a place of safety until the person received a fair trial 

d) The cities were built on a mountain or hill so they could be seen from far away 

e) It was law to maintain the roads and clearly mark the path to to all refuge cities 

f) The cities were available to Jews and Gentiles 

2. These cities teach us something about God’s character and how we should live 

a) We don’t have 6 cities, we only have one and His name is Jesus 
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b) He provides refuge to anyone that runs to Him 

(1) Proverbs 18:10 - The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run 

in and are safe 

c) We have a responsibility to make sure Jesus is easy to see  

d) We should maintain the path to Him so it is clearly marked by our lifestyle and 

speech 

B. Joshua 21 

1. Levi was given land to set up the tabernacle and establish a place of worship 

C. Joshua 22:1-6 

1. Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh asked Moses, before he died, for land on the east 

side of the Jordan river 

2. Moses wasn’t happy because Canaan was on the west of the Jordan 

a) Moses worried they wouldn’t fight and become separated from the other 9 

b) They wanted the fertile grass in the west for their herds 

3. The 3 fought with Joshua, so Joshua honored their request 

a) The 3 built a huge altar at the river and everyone freaked out 

b) They didn’t want to be forgotten, but it looked like a statue to a false god 

c) A priest was sent over and cleared things up 

4. But, here is the problem with Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh 

a) They wanted better land more than they wanted to be included in God’s family 

b) They chose earthly comfort over the community of God’s people 

c) In the end… 

(1) These 3 are mentioned briefly in Judges, and then fade into history 

(2) Being separated from Israel created moral compromise and offered little 

protection from foreign armies (1 Chronicles 5:25-26) 

5. The benefits of this world will always tempt you to live outside of God’s kingdom 

a) There is always greener pasture, but it always comes at a cost 

(1) Living outside of community means we can’t have your back 

(2) Living outside means you can’t share in the joy of day-to-day life 
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(3) Living outside means you leave no lasting legacy 

b) NT obedience means getting connected to a local church and other believers 

D. Joshua 23 

1. Joshua calls the leaders together and tells them to serve God  

E. Joshua 24 

1. Joshua calls Israel together and gives them the same charge 

2. Joshua 24:14-15 

a) Israel was in a land surrounded by foreign influences 

(1) Returning to slavery was an easy decision, and Joshua knew it 

(2) He told the people to choose holiness, and set the example with His family 

(3) Joshua’s example helped others know how to live 

b) We are also living in a land of foreign influences  

(1) It’s so easy to become a slave to this world 

(2) But, Jesus modeled something different for us 

(3) He calls us to live that example in front of the world 

III. Conclusion 

A. This is the takeaway I want to leave with you 

1. After God saves you, He changes you 

2. But, that change is meant for more than your personal happiness 

B. God uses your transformed life as an example of His power in the world 

1. When Joshua says “as for me and my house…” he is saying “I will set the standard 

and if you ever get confused about what obedience looks like you can watch me” 

2. This is the lifestyle we should model in the world we live 

a) “He changed me!”  

b) “If you ever get confused what love, forgiveness, obedience, and holiness look 

like you can always watch me and my family.” 

C. This puts a heavy burden on our life to model Jesus to the world 

1. But, that is part of being a disciple 


