
Joshua - Week 3 Sunday, August 19, 2018

I. Intro 

A. We are reading through the book of Joshua 

1. Learning what happened to Israel after freedom from Egypt 

2. Learning what happens in our life after salvation 

a) God weans you off the pleasures of this world 

b) We search our heart, expose hidden sin, and put it to death 

B. This is why Joshua is so helpful 

1. Joshua led Israel into a new land, to conquer the enemy and live in peace 

2. Jesus is leading us into a new life, to put sin to death and live in peace 

3. Just like Joshua: 

a) There are foreign kings, strongholds, victories, and defeats 

b) There is rebellion, obedience, and an inheritance when the war is over  

C. We finished last week with the battle of the 5 kings 

1. God rained boulders from heaven and kept the sun in the sky for over 24 hours 

2. Joshua 11-12 outlines the kings that Moses and Joshua defeated 

D. After many years of conquest, Israel was in a great spot 

1. All the key stronghold cities were taken 

2. Foreign people still occupied some of the lands, but the armies were defeated 

3. It was time for Israel to inherit the land 

II. Text 

A. Joshua 13:1-7 

1. The conquest was over; it was time to inherit the land 

2. This was accomplished with a human calculation and a divine directive 

a) Each tribe was allowed a specific square footage based on the size of the tribe 

b) But, they cast lots to see where the square footage would be located 

c) They used the Urim and Thummim (two stones / yes and no) 

3. This relationship between God’s providence and our obedience is at work today 

a) Romans 8:14 says “All who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God,” 

but Acts 17:26 reminds that God chooses the seasons and where you live 
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b) Galatians 5:22 tells us what fruit we will develop, but we are not in control of 

how that fruit is cultivated in our life 

c) God gives everyone a measure of gifts, but you choose how to use them 

d) We can’t choose what happens to us, but we can choose how we see it 

4. If everything we have is connected to God’s providence, then we are owners of 

nothing; we are merely caretakers 

a) That truth should inform the way you live 

B. Joshua 13:14  

1. Every tribe of Israel was given a portion of land, except the Levites 

a) The tribe of Levi was the priests, and their job was to care for the temple 

b) Their inheritance was God 

c) That’s exciting, until its dinner time 

2. God made Levi dependent on the tribes, and the tribes dependent on Levi 

a) For example, if you were from the tribe of Judah, to be obedient to God you 

had to bring 10% of your crop and give it to the temple as an offering to God 

b) Levi would accept that offering, bless it, and would use it to feed their family 

(1) Numbers 18:20-21 

3. The early church borrowed this principle 

a) Matthew 23:23 - Jesus endorses tithing 

b) 1 Corinthians 9:13-14 - Paul uses this principle to teach the church about caring 

for those who devote their life to preaching the gospel 

c) 1 Timothy 5:18 - Paul reminds Timothy that full-time gospel workers should be 

cared for 

4. This is where tithing came from, and why our church practices this principle 

a) New Testament tithing honors this Old Testament principle 

b) It reminds us that God is the owner of all 

c) It cures the heart of covetousness and overspending 

d) It pays for local and foreign ministry work 

e) It builds your faith 
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5. Every time you doubt that you can live off 90% of your income, look to our 

heritage and trust God 

C. Joshua 13-19 

1. Joshua outlined the land as their inheritance for obedience 

a) These chapters are filled with places that are difficult to pronounce 

b) But, don’t miss the parallel with our Christian walk 

2. After a lifetime of obeying Jesus and putting sin to death we are promised an 

inheritance too 

a) Hebrews 9:15 tells us that our inheritance is eternal 

b) 1 Peter 1:3-4 tells us that Jesus died so we could have an imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading inheritance in heaven 

3. The current lie in many churches is to believe that your inheritance is now 

a) Your life will be easy now, full of rest now, full of wealth now 

b) We support that theology by making our lives comfortable and indulging in the 

flesh 

4. The truth is, your inheritance is later 

a) Now is the time to fight sin, not rest 

b) Now is the time to burn idols to the ground, not build monuments to them 

c) Now is the time to love and serve others like Jesus, not make them serve you 

5. If your understanding of inheritance is backwards, you will spend the next 40 years 

wandering instead of watching the walls of Jericho fall down 

a) Life is full of trials and tribulations, the inheritance comes after you cross the 

finish line 

b) At the end of your life you will hear, “Well done, enter in to rest!” 

III. Conclusion 

A. Joshua teaches us a lot about our life in Christ 

1. The Holy Spirit is the proof of our inheritance and our guide on earth…we need to 

trust His leading 

2. We don’t own what is in our hands…we should worship Jesus with our money 
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3. Our full inheritance is not in this world…aim for obedience, not comfort


