
Joshua - Week 1 Sunday, August 5, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Today, we start a new series on the book of Joshua 

1. We are studying the redemption and transformation of Israel 

2. This will teach us about our salvation and sanctification 

B. After Exodus, comes Leviticus and Numbers 

1. Covers a two month period, one year after Mt Sinai 

2. Full of Jesus and parallels with our sanctification process (Number 13-14) 

a) A group of spies was sent to the promised land for 40 days 

b) Only one came back with a report of faith 

c) God punished them with 40 years of wandering in the desert 

C. Deuteronomy 

1. Covered the 40 year wandering in the wilderness 

2. If Exodus = salvation, then Deuteronomy and Joshua = sanctification 

3. Deuteronomy follows the adults from the Exodus, Joshua follows the children who 

grew up in the wilderness 

D. Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

1. This passage is our transition from Moses to Joshua 

2. It’s our pattern of moving from salvation to holiness 

a) Moses was marked by great deliverance, the law, and the tabernacle 

b) Joshua was marked by obedience to God and the benefits of that obedience 

3. God saves us, and we respond to His love with obedience 

II. Text 

A. Joshua 1:1-9 

1. God said to Joshua, be bold in faith AND obey the law 

a) As we read this book, see Jesus as our better Joshua  

(1) He did what the Father said, and fully submitted to the law 

(2) His obedience gives us victory in this world and eternity 

(3) We respond to His obedience with our faith and obedience 

(a) John 14:15 - “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
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b) Joshua obeyed God, and Israel followed / Jesus obeyed the Father, and we 

follow 

(1) This is the key to victory in the promised land 

(2) Watch the king, and do what He does 

(3) Your heart is full of enemies that need to be conquered 

2. Salvation comes quick, but transformation takes longer 

a) It requires waring against your old nature 

b) It means following Christ’s example when you want to do your own thing 

c) There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death 

(Proverbs 14:12) 

B. Joshua 1:10-2:14 

1. Israel agreed to follow Joshua into the promised land 

a) Canaan was a term for the area of modern-day Israel 

b) These people indulged in sin, child sacrifices, slavery, and other various sins 

c) God used Israel as a tool of judgment 

2. Romans 6:23 - The wages of sin is death… 

a) “Wages” is a Greek word that means “pay” 

b) When your work is sin, your wages (or pay) is always death 

c) You might get paid today or tomorrow, but you will always get paid 

3. Jericho was the first city in Canaan 

a) The king heard that spies were in town, and sent soldiers to Rahab’s house 

(1) Rahab, a prostitute, hid the men on her roof 

(2) She confessed her faith in God and asked for salvation 

C. Joshua 2:15-19 

1. They agree to mark her house with a scarlet cord 

a) A scarlet mark saved Jewish homes during the Passover 

b) A scarlet cord saved Rahab’s family when the walls of Jericho fell 

c) The scarlet blood of Jesus saved our souls, and He is still saving people today 
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2. Israel was past the moment of salvation, but they didn’t miss the salvation moment 

of others 

a) Most of us are in the process of sanctification 

b) But, we can’t overlook those who are hungry for something more 

c) Never forget your life as a slave to sin 

D. Joshua 3-4 

1. Israel crossed the Jordan and the new season began 

2. Priests carried the ark into the Jordan, and the water parted just like the Red Sea 

3. Everyone crossed on dry ground 

E. Joshua 4:1-7 

1. Israel took 12 stones from the Jordan and set them as a memorial 

a) To remind Israel that God can split oceans and rivers 

b) To keep the conversation about God going for future generations 

2. This is the big teaching point for me 

a) I need reminders that God splits oceans and rivers 

b) I have a responsibility to keep the “Jesus conversation” going in my home 

3. Have we done a good job of piling rocks around our life? 

a) Are we intentional about remembering what God has done for others and us? 

b) Are we intentional about teaching our kids about what God has done? 

c) Are we intentional about talking with non-believers about our God? 

III. Conclusion 

A. The story of Joshua is a parable for our sanctification process 

1. Follow Jesus’ leadership like Israel followed Joshua 

2. Invite non-believers to follow Jesus’ leadership too 

3. Stack rocks to remind you and encourage others to talk about God’s goodness 


