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IMAGE  

MC Escher “Relativity” 

 

JOHN 13: 1-16 

 

What it meant to wash their feet 

● Traditionally performed by none Jewish slaves 

● 2019 example: scrubbing someone’s dirty toilet 

● “If I don’t clean you, you can have no share in me” 

○ Foreshadow to his death 

● A servant is not greater than his master… 

● If Jesus is willing, we should be willing... 

 

If Jesus’ did this as an example, what are other examples from his life should we follow? 

● Jesus routinely sought out those on the fringes of society. Those today we would 

call the marginalized.  

● He never sought out recognition and attention. 

● He spoke truth soaked in grace. 

● His love was costly. He gave up his place in heaven for those he loved. 

● It was intentional. All that he did was done with purpose.  

● It was sacrificial. He not only gave up his place in heaven, but he gave his life.  

 

 

John 13: 31-35 

A new commandment.  

● New commandment is an old commandment. 

● Love God, love others. Sums up the entirety of the OT law. 
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○  The old Shema. “Hear O’ Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your might.” 

○ The new shema “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: iYou shall love your neighbor as 

yourself. Matt 22: 37-39 

● Just as I loved you, love others. 

● This is how people will know you are his disciple. 

○ Not by our Jesus shirts or signs in our front yards.  

○ The lost are experts at identifying fake christians. 

 

What comes to mind when I say “Jesus loves you” and then “We should love how Jesus 

loved”? 

 

Is it personal? As in “Jesus loved me, he died for me, so because of that I’m supposed to 

love others” 

● Is it forced? Yes, some people are hard to love, but does loving others come 

naturally to you? 

● Do you love others ‘cause you have to love others? 

 

What we are talking about is Love as an identity. 

 

The identity of a Christian has two parts.  

● How we identify in God (a child of God, loved by God) 

● how we identify to others (how others see us) 

○ Caring what people think. 

■ Not the superficial kind.  

■ How we present Jesus to them. 

https://www.esv.org/Lv19.18%3BMt19.19
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So the question is, are we doing a good job of reflecting that identity to the world?  

 

Like the picture I showed earlier, do we think our current actions are helping further the 

kingdom when really we are about to walking upside down? 

 

When I look around… 

 

The Church is struggling. At a crossroads. 

● Christians standing on a soapbox and not on their knees washing feet. 

● Planting a flag in the sand saying “this is my land. It’s my way or the highway” and 

not eating with sinners. 

● Saying horrible things about people who live a different life or believe things they 

don’t agree with 

● I see more Christians who’d rather build walls and not enough who build bridges. 

● We have christians fighting each other over theology and politics. 

● Christians who allow their politics to guide their faith and not the other way 

around.  

○ And if you think this is not you, how do you view the opposition?  

○ I don’t care if you’re a Conservative or a Democrat. Are they the enemy? Are 

they “what’s wrong with society”? 

● Christians who use words as weapons.  

○ Who refuse to see another human being FIRST as a fellow image bearer.  

○ A fellow sinner who desperately needs the grace of Jesus. 

 

 

If we aren’t living like Jesus, That’s a problem. That’s a Jesus problem. 

 

Jesus Problem 
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● If love is not our identity then we have a Jesus problem 

● If love is not the identity of a church then we have a Jesus problem. 

● If our social media posts are more arguments, backbiting, pointing the finger at 

the other side aisle saying “You’re wrong, we are right. You are murderers. You are 

evil”.  

● If that’s our approach and how we “show love” then we have a Jesus problem. 

● If people describe us as grumpy, angry, impatient, jealous, a gossip, needy, 

unfaithful, revengeful, someone who creates division, then we have a Jesus 

problem. 

 

Jesus called us to be 

● Poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, someone who thirsts for righteousness, 

merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers. 

○ Fruits of spirit love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control 

● Not once did he call us to be a rebel or the loudest in an echo chamber. 

● Being Peacemakers means we are not the ones creating arguments. 

 

This was me. I was a guy who enjoyed arguments and conflict.  

● Still do a little 

● This has been probably the hardest transition for me from guy who served the 

church to pastor (in training). 

○ The moment our opinion or political statement becomes a wall between us 

and another person, we then lose the ability to share Jesus with them. 

 

But these are not unique traits just to Pastors but to every Christian. 

● Pastors are called to get as low as possible so that people can clearly see Jesus and 

not us. 

● BUT, every christian has been called to follow Jesus’ example 
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○ Great Commission 

■ Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you 

 

 

We live in crazy times. Never before in history has the entire world been able to 

communicate with each other with just a click of a button. 

Perhaps the divide between christian and the lost has never been greater. 

● Message of the church through history 

 

I BELIEVE, in 2019, if we want to reach the lost, it will be the kindness of Jesus that leads 

people to repentance, not a sword.  

 

We have to do better. 

● How can we love the lost better? 

● How can we love those in the church better? 

● How can we better love those who disagree with us? 

● Even those who would seek to destroy us (either by death or law)? How can we 

love them better? 

● We need to be less like the religious leaders who wanted to stone the prostitute in 

the street, or the ones who turned Jesus’ temple into a market, or the ones who set 

up a system of government around the “law”. 

● We need to be more like Jesus with the woman at the well or Jesus with the 

adulterous woman, or the centurion who wanted his boy to be healed, or Jesus 

with the paralyzed man.. 

● We need to love as Jesus loved. We need to get on our knees and wash some 

nasty feet. 

What this doesn’t mean… 
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As Christians, we are to use Jesus as THE example of how to embrace and love the 

lost with the purpose of eventually leading them to Jesus. 

 

This isn’t “Love without accountability”. 

● Accountability comes later. 

● What’s the rhyme say “First comes love then comes marriage”? 

● First, we show love, then we allow the Holy Spirit to work on the behavior. 

● First, we love, then we can walk them through Paul’s teachings on what it means 

to be a Christian.  

○ We confuse the new christian…. 

● You’ll never be able to share Jesus with someone by beating them over the head 

with the Bible or forcing morality down their throat. 

Alabama example 

 

Summing up chapter 13 

We need to love others so radically they wonder why.  

This is what I want people to say about Red Hills. I want this to be our identity. 

 

John 14:1-14 

That’s a lot of words.  

Go back and highlight the key verses: 

● Vs 1 Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me 

● Vs 6 I AM the way, the truth, and the life. 

● Vs 10  Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 

● Vs 12 whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do 

 

Vs 1, 6, 12 

What Jesus is doing is putting himself into the categories of God. 
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● He’s been doing this throughout his ministry and is what has angered the religious 

leaders. 

● He’s linked himself as a forgiver of sins, a healer, the Son of Man, and even the 

attributes of God (Wisdom, Glory, Word) which in the OT were sometimes 

described in human form. 

 

V 10 

And now he says he’s the “The Way, the Truth, the Life”. 

○ He even uses “ I am”. 

What does this mean? 

For our discussion today, Jesus is our constant. Especially when we don’t feel like loving 

people. He is our:  

● Way = our path when we get lost. The only way to God. 

○ We are reminded that we too needed him for salvation. This keeps us from 

getting proud and religious.  

● Truth= His words are true and will carry us through even the toughest times. 

● Life = He not only is the thing that sustains us, but he also wants to have a 

relationship with us. 

○ This is forgotten at times when we share Jesus with others. Yes, he saves us 

from death, but he brings us to life and his ultimate desire is relationship 

with us. 

 

Be careful with vs 13-14 

● Verse has been used to emphasize earthly “blessings” but Jesus clarifies that he 

will do it that “the Father may be glorified in the Son” 

○ Guard your heart against those preach prosperity. 

○ God wants to bless you. 

■ With hope 

■ Peace 



Gospel of John | Week 13                                                                                  March 31st, 2019 

■ Rest 

 

John 14: 15-27 

Christianity is simple 

● If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

● Love God, love others. 

● We try to complicate it with theology and Christian self-help books but it’s quite 

simple: Love God, love others. 

 

 

CLOSING  

Jesus’ Promise. Isn’t earthly riches or glory.  

He was telling this to guys who were all (minus John) going to die for his message. 

 

His promise 

● Because he is the way, the truth, and the life vs 6 

1. He will not leave us as orphans (he will not abandon us) vs 18 

2. He will give us peace vs 27 

3. Because of that peace, we do not fear v 27 

 

The message of John 13 -14 is: 

 

The picture 

● Wash People’s feet. We have to get low. 

● Love like Jesus loved. Graceful and honest. 

● Look to Jesus as our constant: Our Way, Truth, and Life 

● Embrace the Promise of Jesus 

○ He will not leave us, he will give us peace, we will not fear. 

● Love God, love others. 
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