
Hebrews - Week 5 Sunday, September 30, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Last week, Lyell walked through Hebrews 9-10 

1. For the Christian, Jesus offers a new life 

2. One that is better than your old life and your old/dead religion 

B. We are going to finish Hebrews 11- 13 today 

1. Let’s set up chapter 11 by reading the end of chapter 10 

C. Hebrews 10:32-39 

1. The writer is saying “remember when you first became a Christian?” 

a) The whole world looked different 

b) You treated people differently 

c) You had new struggles 

d) But, it was all worth it 

2. But, as you grew, you become a little jaded 

a) People in God’s family hurt you 

b) Things didn’t turn out like you thought they would 

c) Pressures from work and family snuffed out the light in your heart 

3. Those things are real, but they are not the end of your story 

a) Remember what it was like when God changed you 

b) Don’t let your past cause you to shrink back in your faith 

c) Get serious about growing your faith 

D. The writer takes this argument right into Hebrews 11 

II. Text 

A. Hebrews 11:1-3 

1. Faith is the confidence in what is coming; it’s living like it ‘s already happened 

2. Faith shapes our lives and helps us make choices that line up with the Kingdom 

3. Faith helps us understand how God creates things 

a) He starts with things you can’t see and turns it into things you can see 

4. The writer then outlines men and women who lived with this faith 

B. vs. 4-31 - People of Faith 
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1. Genesis 4 - By faith, Abel could see what God wanted in a sacrifice 

2. Genesis 5 - By faith, Enoch could see the faithfulness God wanted 

3. Genesis 6 - By faith, Noah could see the coming destruction before it happened 

4. Genesis 12 - By faith, Abraham could see a new life in a new land 

5. Genesis 17 - By faith, Sarah could see a child in her arms 

6. Exodus - By faith, Moses could see his people free 

7. Faith made it possible for these people to greet the promises from far away 

a) They could see things that nobody else could see 

b) It was so real to them; they changed everything to live like it was already real 

8. This faith sets God’s people apart from the rest of the world 

C. Hebrews 11:32-40 

1. This kind of faith is supposed to be our normal 

a) Our legacy is with people who saw things before they happened  

b) They changed their entire lives, moved families across the country, changed 

professions, and suffered greatly to grab what God was promising 

2. When I place Hebrews 11 against the American church in 2018, my heart is broken 

a) The things we see are blinding us to the things we can’t see 

b) Our routines make us comfortable, and we can’t see God pushing us forward 

3. When I look at our church, I wonder if we live with a high level of confidence in 

things we can’t see? 

a) Do we make decisions based on things others can’t see yet? 

b) Is our joy rooted in future things, not right-now things? 

c) Are we living like Christians from the NT or religious Pharisees? 

4. The writer continues this thought in Hebrews 12 

D. Hebrews 12:1-2 

1. All these people are now watching the way you live 

a) Therefore, don’t get weary and exhausted 

b) Look at the example Jesus set for us 

2. He knew the pain He would face on the cross, and the disgrace from his people  
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a) But, He endured because He could see what others could not see 

b) His suffering would bring an eternal kingdom that would last forever 

3. This kingdom will include all people who live by faith in Jesus 

a) Their faith in this coming kingdom will cause them to live in unique ways 

III. Conclusion 

A. Hebrews 13:1-5 

1. When you live by faith, you see how things will be in God’s eternal kingdom 

a) And, like the people in Hebrews 11, you want that lifestyle now! 

b) By faith I can see a world without corruption 

c) By faith I can see a world filled with love and compassion 

d) By faith I can see a world submitting to Jesus and His leadership 

e) By faith I want to live like that right now, even though the world doesn’t see it 

B. God starts with stuff you can’t see and creates things you can see 

1. This world will change as your life changes 

2. This world will change as your family and your church changes 

C. Let’s join the people of Hebrews 11  

1. Let’s look past our current situation and lifestyle to something better 

2. Let’s live like the mature version of you that is 10 years away 

3. Let’s watch God change us by faith


