
Hebrews - Week 3 Sunday, September 16, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Last week, with the writer of Hebrews explained:  

1. We are all born with sin that separates us from God, that sin must be punished 

2. Jesus took that punishment by dying for you 

3. Jesus is the only way to satisfy your punishment and be reconciled to God 

a) You can’t be good enough to outweigh your punishment 

b) There is no other religious path to salvation 

c) Jesus is the only way because that is what God decided 

B. The writer summarized this thought in…Hebrews 5:11-14 

1. Israel has heard about God’s redemption for 2,000 years, but they still don’t get it  

2. They are like children who drink milk, not adults who can eat food 

3. The difference between mature and immature: the mature practice what they learn 

C. Israel was the closest people to God, but they missed Jesus 

1. You can convince yourself that you are part of God’s family just by being close to it 

2. You can think you are a Christian because you grew up in church 

3. You can believe you are going to heaven because you are a nice person 

D. Hebrews warns us: 

1. Being close to the things of God without being changed by the things of God can 

lie to you about your relationship with God 

II. Text 

A. Hebrews 6:1-3 

1. “Therefore” 

a) It is time to grow up, Israel must practice what they were taught 

2. This is our message too 

a) Christian maturity means moving past learning a principle to practicing it 

(1) Example: Repentance is a foundation. Mature believers spend more time 

repenting and less time making excuses for the sin 

(2) Example: Stewardship is a foundation. Mature believers spend more time 

looking for ways to serve and less time looking for ways to be served 
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3. vs. 3 - We can revisit foundational truths when new believers join the family 

a) But, we must build on those truths on a daily basis 

b) If you don’t the writer has a stern warning for you 

B. Hebrews 6:4-8 

1. The writer is addressing 1st century Hebrews 

a) He is using Israel as an example of how not to live 

(1) “Don’t live so close to God, with all His blessings, all His people, tase the 

power of His kingdom, enjoy His miracles, and still reject His son” 

(2) “If you do, how do you think you are going to repent?” 

(3) “How can anyone walk you through repentance when you already know it, 

but never practice it?” 

b) Think about Judas 

(1) Enlightened by Jesus’ teachings 

(2) Tasted miracles like the feeding of the 5,000 

(3) Shared in the power of the Holy Spirit by watching demons being cast out 

(4) Surrounded by the presence of God 

c) Think about the Pharisees, Pilate, and the rich young ruler 

2. Now, think about your life 

a) Are you surrounded with the things of God, but refuse to submit? 

b) Are you familiar with the message of repentance, but you’ve never done it? 

c) Hebrews warns you, that is a dangerous place to live 

3. What more can be said to you when you already know everything about the 

Kingdom but still reject it? 

a) Your life is like a field that gets watered by the rain from heaven 

(1) That rain can produce fruit 

(2) That rain can produce thorns, and thorns get burned 

4. This is when everyone starts freaking out about their salvation 

a) “Am I really saved?” 

b) “Is my weak faith the same as no faith?” 
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C. Hebrews 6:9-20 

1. Don’t let the warning overshadow the promise 

a) You should take an assessment to see if you are bearing fruit with repentance 

b) If you are, continue practicing the principles, and God will change you 

2. Be confident in the promise that God swore to Himself 

a) Genesis 17 “I will establish an everlasting covenant with your offspring” 

b) Through Jesus, we are part of Abraham’s promise 

D. Hebrews 7 is an argument for the 1st century Jew that struggles with Jesus’ credentials 

1. The writer of Hebrews answers this argument by examining Melchizedek: 

a) A character in Genesis that God chose as a king and priest 

b) This was before there was an Israel, kings, or priests 

c) Abraham honored God by honoring Melchizedek  

d) Abraham paid him a tithe (10%) of everything he won in the recent battle 

2. Levities were descendants of Abraham; therefore the Levites honored a priest that 

wasn’t a Levite 

a) If the Levites honored a priest that wasn’t a Levite, you should too 

b) Therefore, even though Jesus wasn’t a Levite, He can still be a priest 

3. What does this have to do with us? 

a) Not many of you are wrestling with the credentials of Jesus 

b) Nobody is sweating the fact that Jesus wasn’t a Levite  

c) But, we do wrestle with Jesus’ sacrifice as “once for all” 

d) We have a hard time making Him king over our life 

4. That leads us to Hebrews 8 

III. Conclusion 

A. Hebrews 8:1-7 

1. For the Jewish Christian, Jesus is better than anything that ever came before 

a) He is better than the best festival 

b) He is better than Moses and the Law 

c) He is better than the actual celebration of Passover 
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2. For the Gentile Christian, Jesus is better than anything that ever came before 

a) His plan is better than any plan you could dream up on your best day 

b) His path and process takes you through places you’d never go on your own 

c) His promise is truer than any guarantee on earth 

3. If the world was enough to satisfy, Jesus would not offer something better 

B. So, our summary today is… 

1. Don’t lie to yourself about salvation, let Him change you 

2. Jesus is better than everything, respond to Him daily 


