
Hebrews - Week 1 Sunday, September 2, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Hebrews 1:1-2 

1. These two verses are the reason for our study this summer 

a) The Christian story didn’t start in Matthew 

b) God spoke in Exodus, Joshua, and many other OT books 

2. God has been shouting the message of salvation for thousands of years 

a) “Our relationship is broken because of your choices, but I will fix it” 

b) “But, the fix has to be done my way” 

c) “You must turn from your sin and place your faith in my son, Jesus” 

3. Hebrews is a study on the person of Jesus and what He did, in the context of the 

whole story 

B. Background on Hebrews 

1. We don’t know who wrote Hebrews; not Paul, maybe Apollos or Barnabas 

2. Probably written before 70 AD and the writer seems to know Timothy 

3. Written “to the Hebrews” and assumes a working knowledge of the OT 

4. Probably written to Hellenistic Jews 

a) A form of Judaism that combined Jewish customs and Greek culture 

b) This is a perfect shadow of our life 

c) We also have kingdom customs and live in an earthly culture 

C. This book will walk us through the big story, and show us how to apply it 

II. Text 

A. Hebrews 1:3-14 

1. The writer is making an important point about Jesus 

a) He is quoting the OT to make his point  

b) (Psalm 2:7, 89:26-27, 97:7, 104:4, 45:6-7, 102:25-27, 110:1) 

2. The point is: Jesus is better than angels 

a) Why make this point? 

b) Of all the created beings, angels have the most unique powers  

c) They were viewed as the closest to God and therefore higher and better 
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3. Hebrews reminds us that there is not one single thing in the created universe that 

is better than Jesus 

a) But, we still play the game: “What created thing is better than Jesus?" 

(1) I say that Jesus is better, but my todo list and calendar tells a different story 

(2) I say that Jesus is better, but my online bank statement tells a different story 

(3) I say that Jesus is better, but my words and actions tell a different story 

b) Nobody says “angels are better than Jesus”  

(1) But, if they are the high-water-mark, everything else falls below them 

(2) The writer of Hebrews is telling us to live like “Jesus is better” 

B. Hebrews 2:1-4 

1. The angels, the prophets, even we know that Jesus is better 

a) The problem is, we don’t live like it 

b) There is a disconnect between what we know and how we live  

c) The writer of Hebrews has called this drift 

2. Spiritual Drift is when we “know” a thing, but we don’t “practice” a thing 

a) It comes from boating culture 

(1) The wind and tides are always moving 

(2) You can know all about the wind and tides, but if you don’t put that 

knowledge into practice they will determine your course, not you 

(3) If you don’t row or sail, you will drift off course 

3. The same principle applies in your Christian walk 

a) Lots of things will cause you to drift off course 

b) Avoid drifting by putting Jesus’ teachings into practice 

c) “Pay closer attention to what you have heard" 

III. Conclusion 

A. Hebrews 2 lays the foundation for our study over the next few weeks 

1. Jesus was a real man with flesh and blood 

2. He was obedient to the law, fulfilled every part, and offered His obedience as ours 

3. He became our brother in the new family God and is inviting everyone to join 
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4. He became the last high priest and offered Himself as the greatest offering 

B. Some things are true whether you believe them or not 

1. Without Jesus, you are on the outside of God’s family 

2. The only way back in is by repentance and faith in Jesus 

3. Jesus is better than everything 

4. When you don’t live that truth, you drift off course 

C. Return to the message that has been preached for thousands of years 

1. You are broken, and Jesus alone saves


