
  

Today we are continuing our study on the Book of Hebrews. So please turn with me to Hebrews 

chapter 8. 

The last few weeks we’ve been talking about how Jesus is better. He’s better than angels, moses, 

the high priest, and that he’s better than the law. Last week Pastor Marshall finished up Chapters 7 

and the beginning of 8 talking about how Jesus is better than anything you’ve experienced in your 

current life. For instance, Stranger Things. It’s amazing. It’s probably the best thing that’s happened 

to television in the last 10-20 years. But guess what. Jesus is better. Think of the most beautiful 

landscape you’ve ever seen. The ocean. The highest mountain. Jesus is better. All of your best laid 

plans. Your marriage. Job. church. Jesus is better.  

Now Pastor Marshall has highlighted this point several times, but the book of Hebrews was not just 

written to Christians, it was written to and specifically for Jewish Christians.  

The analogies, the symbolisms used by the writer are drawing on Jewish traditions and the Old 

Covenant sacrificial practices found in the OT. aka The law. They grew up being taught the law and 

how to apply it to their life. But then Jesus shows up and turns everything they knew to be true 

upside down.  

So for Christians living in 2018, especially American Christians, who have no real connection to 

Jewish traditions, our challenge while reading Hebrews is to bridge that gap between the ancient 

practices of the OT and our lives today. 

Not to ruin the ending but look at chapter 10 vs 32-34 

But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle 

with sufferings, sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and 

sometimes being partners with those so treated. For you had compassion on those in 

prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you 

yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. 

Now I don’t know about you, but that was not my conversion experience. When I came to know 

Christ there was rejoicing and tears. I didn’t experience any sufferings. I wasn’t publicly exposed or 

afflicted. I certainly didn’t find joy in the plundering of my property.  
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So not only do we struggle to associate our lives with the symbolisms found in the OT but we can’t 

even get on their level when it comes to what we gave up for Christ.  

But why is the writer reminding them of when they first believed? What’s missing now? It’s easy 

for us to judge sitting back in our ivory towers 2000 years later, but I wonder. I wonder how many 

people today would confess to know Jesus if they were being drug out into the streets. Beaten. How 

many of us would continue to preach Jesus after losing our families and being rejected by those we 

loved. I could be wrong here but I would think there’d be a lot fewer mega churches out there... 

Our struggles are just different. If I were to poll everyone here and ask what they believe, most, if 

not all of us, would say we believe Jesus is the messiah. We all get it. That’s not our struggle. But 

there’s an underlying tone or message to this book that the writer is confronting. It’s that that these 

Jewish Christians were struggling with one incredibly important detail: That Jesus is the Messiah. 

Their struggle was likely due to them applying their understanding of God to their current 

experiences. They saw how God dealt with their ancestor’s unbelief and disobedience and 

wondered if they too were being punished.  

When the Israelites disobeyed, they lost battles, were persecuted, put to death, their enemies came 

and took them into slavery. This was how God dealt with Israel when they disobeyed  

So likely Jewish Christians wondered if their persecution was a result in walking out of step with 

God’s plan. Maybe Jesus wasn’t the Messiah. Maybe he was another prophet or another Moses. 

Maybe he was a angel. Perhaps he was a priest. This was their struggle. But it isn’t ours.  

While most of us today aren’t struggling with whether or not Jesus is the Messiah, we have things 

we are wrestling with.  

Maybe it’s doubt. You’re not sure if this whole thing is true. You believe but you need help in your 

unbelief. 

Trust. You believe in Jesus but you haven’t surrendered to him yet. There are large portions of your 

life that you won’t allow him to touch because you don’t really trust that his promises are true.  
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Maybe you’re the “I just believe” christian. There’s an element of faith but it doesn’t go very far 

beyond that cognisant understanding Jesus was a thing. There’s been no life change. 

Culture, Apathy, Religion. You’re here because someone brought you and if you really were able to 

do whatever you wanted to do, you’d be anywhere else but here and honestly, you’d admit all of 

this is a little hokey.  

As we read today, I want us to be aware that we are far more like these Jewish Christians then 

we’d probably like to admit. Yes our struggles are different, but they are rooted in the same 

fundamental question: 

Is Jesus Better? 

Now we are going to read a little, talk a little, and then read a little more. But bear with me. 

Chapters 9 and 10 are the climax, the hill top, of the point he’s been building on now for 8 chapters. 

It gets a bit redundant at times but that redundancy is there for a reason. So this is some thick stuff, 

like oatmeal thick.  but I want to be faithful to the text. 

To do that, let’s pick up where Pastor Marshall left off last week in Hebrews 8 vs 6 

READ 8:6-7, 13 

Jump down to verse 13 

The best way I can compare this “old vs new” covenant  is to when you’re updating your phone’s 

operating system. Apple just did this. We all just got iOs12. So you go to your phone click “update” 

and in a few minutes you’ve got this new thing that looks just like the old one but in reality it’s 

better, more efficient. It’s improved.  

The nuts and bolts are based on the same concepts, but you have new features that are better than 

the old. So here the writer isn’t saying that the old covenant is thrown out and that the new 

covenant is completely new. No, Jesus, building on the framework of the original covenant, gave us 

a new, better version.  

And what really is a covenant? Biblically speaking it’s a promise from God given to his creation. 

The first promise was the one he gave Adam and Eve in the garden. “The Lord God commanded the 
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man, saying, ‘You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die’“ -  

Right off the bat God is saying “disobedience leads to death” 

Other covenants are likethe one he made with Noah after the flood. That he would never destroy 

humanity with a flood again. He made one with Abraham, that he would be the father of many 

nations. The moasic covenant (the law). Davidic covenant, that David’s kingdom would reign forever 

and would never pass away. 

But all these covenants were pointing to the new covenant we have in Jesus.  

We’ll touch more on this in a minute, but since Jesus’ death something very expected has 

happened. After 2000 years what humans have done is in many ways rejected Jesus and the NC by 

taking the OC and creating a newer version. The new old covenant. 

Christians today don’t really approach the bible as “old vs new covenant” (sacrifice vs jesus). No, our 

struggle is in the new covenant (jesus) and our version of the new covenant. This NOC is based on 

our interpretation of the NT. Our systematic theologies. OUR denominational creeds. OUR demands 

and standards.  

We’ve created checkboxes for salvation. To do lists for what it means to be a Christian. And if you 

don’t fit within those predetermined boxes, you either don’t belong or worse aren’t truly saved.  

But God has been saying from day one, all the way back in the garden, that salvation is on him and 

him alone. Not you. And that is the message we will find in Hebrews chapters 9 and 10. 

READ 9:1-10 

OK. So what does all this mean? We’ve got furniture. A tent. Ritualistic duties of a high priest. 

Blood. Sins.  

Honestly, this is where most of us start to check out. It’s 2018, y’all. We have no real connection 

here with the rituals found in the OT. But remember this was a hard pill to swallow for these 

Jewish Christians. The practice of sacrificing animals to atone for the sins of the people was still a 

thing. The Temple was still in Jerusalem. There was still a high priest.  
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Now look again at verse 9. It  says “sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the 

worshiper,”. 

This is probably one of, if not, the biggest limitation of the old covenant. The OC said “if you sin or 

are unclean, offer these sacrifices, and you’ll be forgiven/ clean”. But according to verse 9 these 

sacrifices had one huge flaw. They could not perfect the “conscience” of a person.  

It was simply an outward way of becoming righteous before God. You sin, you do this thing, God 

overlooks your sin for another year. Rinse. Repeat 

 

The process was ordained by God but was very much based on human effort. The only thing this 

sacrificial practice did was deal with regulations, washing, and cleansing (verse 10).   They did 

nothing to perfect the inside.  

The greek word used here for conscience is soon-i'-day-sis. It was used to describe a joining of the 

moral and spiritual consciousness. So here “conscience” is a connection between our will and our 

spiritual will. Remember back hebrews 4:12 it says “the word of God is living and active, sharper 

than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 

and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  

These elements are linked together: 

Soul AND spirit.  

Joints AND marrow.  

Thoughts AND intentions.  

They are joined together. they can’t be separated. But the writer here is telling us the OC could not 

perfect the imperfect. Only something better could do that. Side point: What’s interesting here is 

the same greek word used here for word (logos) in 4:12 “the word of God” is the same word for 

WORD used in John 1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.. 
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Only Jesus (the Word) can make what was imperfect, perfect. Only jesus can perfect your 

conscience. 

READ 11-14 

The writer here is further explaining the limitations of the OC and how Jesus’ sacrifice was better. 

The blood of bulls and goats = Good. Jesus = Better because his blood purifies our whole being from 

the inside out.  

Notice here the focus on the “human” element. A tent made with human hands is less than the 

heavenly tent. The purification of the Flesh The writer is showing us that earthly things are no 

substitute for the things of heaven. We can build towers and temples, places of worship, and create 

a billion different non-profits to help the needy, but none of those things can per-fect your heart. 

READ vs 15-22 

Imagine coming to church every week and before you enter the building, a greater is at the door 

ready to sprinkle you and your family with goat blood. That was the process under the OC. Now 

Imagine you’re dirty. You’ve touched a dead person or a dead animal. You’ve been around the sick. 

You’ve touched some sort of natural and unnatural blood. Under the law you would need to be 

purified because you are unclean.  

And depending on what made you unclean, they would kill an animal, drain it’s blood, and 

sprinkle the blood over the person to make them “clean”. To “purify” them. They’d even take the 

body of the bull or goat, burn it, and then walk through the “people” using the ashes and smoke 

(incense) to further cleanse them from their unrighteousness. 

But why blood? Well Leviticus 17:11  gives us the answer  

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement 

for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.” 

What God is doing is placing the standard for sacrifice and forgiveness for our sin so high that only 

through blood, the life source of all beings, can humans obtain forgiveness. This is the OC.  
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Humans had to work for their righteousness. They had to slaughter animals. Follow a strict set of 

rules and guidelines and if you messed up or failed to follow the process for being cleansed, you 

were cast out from among the people. Verse 23 

READ vs 23- 10:4 

There it is again. The first covenant was lacking in one major, crucial element. It couldn’t take away 

sins. Every year Israel had to offer sacrifices, repeatedly, to atone for their sins. And if that term is 

new to you,  to atone or Atonement is just a fancy way of saying “to be reconciled to God”.  

But it was limited because the process was done with human hands. It was a man-made sacrifice.  

In verses 26-28 we see the finality of Christ’s accomplishment on the cross. Unlike the OC when God 

would overlook Israel’s sin year over year, Jesus’ sacrifice once and for all “put away sin” and he 

won’t return again to “deal with sin” a 2nd time. 

Jump to verse 11  

READ 11-18 

According to Leviticus chapter 16, the practice of the OC was once a year the high priest would take 

two goats to offer as an atonement for Israel’s sin. They’d kill one and use it’s blood and body as the 

sacrifice. This provided a reparation for Israel for a full year. On the 2nd goat they would “apply” to 

it all the sins of the people and cast it out into the wilderness away from the people. This was known 

as the Day of Atonement.  

And Jesus is our atoning sacrifice. Our sins where cast on him and he drove them into the 

wilderness as far as the east is from the west. There’s no longer a need to offer up the blood of 

goats and bulls to appease the wrath of God for our sins. All that stuff about being unclean and 

needing to be purified? It’s not needed.  

We’ve been sprinkled with the blood of Jesus and therefore our hearts are forever purified. No 

need for repeated sacrifices. No need to come to the altar yet again, over and over, and ask for 

forgiveness for the same sins. What’s done is done. It’s finished for all time.  
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This is why the writer quotes Isaiah and Habakuk above. “I will make a new covenant with them 

and remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

Once again, over and over, we see the writer of Hebrews driving home this point. Jesus is our 

sacrifice and it is complete. It’s not lacking. The basis by which we are justified before God is not on 

our human effort. No, one day we will stand before the living God and raise up the body of Christ 

and say “here is Jesus. Here is the sacrifice.”  

At the cross our sins were forgiven. Forever. There is no need for additional sacrifices or human 

effort.  Verse 24 “For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 

sanctified”. All time means all time. Not “up until you’re saved and then you need to keep asking 

forgiveness over and over because the first time wasn’t good enough” 

That guilt you have over your sin is just conviction. It’s the reminder that you’re a broken, flawed 

human who is in desperate need of repentance and forgiveness. That’s the mark of a person who 

sees what Christ did for them. They repent. They turn away from Sin and towards Jesus.  

We certainly don’t see his death and say “Sweet, let me go on living like I’ve always been living.” 

No, the realization of his Sacrifice alters forever our present reality. We find freedom in knowing 

we don’t have to put Jesus back up on the cross for yet another sacrifice. It’s done. You’re 

forgiven.  

And we say we get this but do we live like this? Do we walk in this freedom? Is it our identity?  

Remember earlier when I said Christians have just replaced the OC with a NOC? Here are some 

examples of how we’ve done that: 

Baptism has replaced circumcision. Circumcision was the way under the OC you knew a man was 

part of the family of Abraham. But it had nothing to do with salvation or forgiveness of sins. It was 

just an outward sign, just like baptism. But many Christians believe you HAVE to be baptized if you 

want to go to heaven.  
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But if our salvation, the thing that makes us clean, is solely based on the blood of Jesus alone, 

then baptism, while an amazing public reflection of your faith in Jesus, has no affect on your 

salvation.  

Here’s another one. Church. We’ve replaced the system of worshiping God at the temple with 

church. Ever heard someone who is struggling with sin say “I got to get back in church.” Church 

doesn’t save you. For all its benefits and elements of community, it can’t do anything to cleanse 

your conscience .  

And if you walk away from church feeling refreshed, that’s called the Holy Spirit. It’s not God liking 

you more. He’s not up there checking your weekly attendance saying “Ok he’s good. She’s not. Okay 

she showed up this week but oh boy Jessie over there hasn’t been in month. Oh look Joe came back 

to church. Gabriel you see that? Check. He’s good.  

That’s not how this works. That’s not how any of this works. We know this yet we subconsciously 

fall into the trap thinking coming to a building changes how God views us.  

We have others too. Reading the bible. Prayer time. Tithing. The bread and the cup. Having a 

“personal relationship with Jesus Christ”. These are our attempts at sacrifices. These are just ways 

we think we are cleansing ourselves. But these things, like the blood of bulls and goats, cannot 

cleanse your conscience. Only Christ can.  

Yes, while these acts of a faithful believer are good and wonderful and I’m certainly not saying you 

should avoid them, they are not a replacement for the blood of Jesus.  

They are meant for your sanctification, not your justification. Verse 19 

READ vs 19-25 

Hopefully it’s starting to sink in. Vs 22 says Our hearts have been sprinkled clean from an evil 

conscience and our bodies have been washed with pure water. How? Not with our sacrifice but with 

the blood of Jesus. 

This is the source of our confidence and the assurance of our faith. Not in our ability to do right, but 

on the basis of his perfection.  
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How can you have full assurance of faith if you’re constantly worried if God accepts you? You 

can’t.  

I’ve heard people say God accepts us for who we are. But that is categorically FALSE. God accepts 

you for who JESUS is. All that other stuff is just elements of sin. It’s filthy rags! And since the Fall, 

man has been trying to make right what they made wrong. It’s a struggle literally as old as Adam and 

Eve.  But Jesus provided a better more perfect way. One that gives you confidence and rest.  

But we so many times reject this. Again and again we fall back on the NOC. And our duty, our job 

is to constantly remind ourselves of what jesus did and what it means to our lives. When we want 

to offer our actions as a sacrifice, we stop and remember, “no, Jesus is better.”  

When we sin and we feel unclean, remember you’ve already been sprinkled with the blood of Christ 

once. Stop wallowing in your guilt. Turn from your sin and accept what Jesus has to offer. 

When we want to heap hot burning coals on our heads and beat ourselves up because we are 

broken humans, remember it is by his wounds we are healed. 

Stop elevating your works over the grace of God. Rest and know your security isn’t found in your 

actions or inactions, but on the life and death of Jesus. 

But here’s where it gets a little weird because it almost sounds like the writer of hebrews is 

contradicting himself. So I’m going to do my best to unpack this for us. Verse 26 

READ vs 26-31 

Pastor Marshall really drove this point home last week and if you missed that message, I 

encourage you go back and listen to it. But This section, like chapter 6, has been misused to pressure 

people to live out a life we call “works righteousness”. Working for your righteousness. But we know 

we can’t do that. Our salvation is based on Jesus alone.  

So why does the writer bring this up again? If I’ve been sprinkled with the blood of Jesus and have 

been cleansed, can my deliberate sin make make me unclean again? 

I’ve heard it said “That which cannot be achieved by moral perfection can’t be lost by moral 

imperfection”. Let me say that again. “That which cannot be achieved by moral perfection can’t 
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be lost by moral imperfection”. If you can’t work towards God’s love, you certainly can’t outwork 

his love. 

So what the writer is doing is showing polar opposites of someone who has come in contact with 

the truth of the Gospel.  

He’s saying over here, in Jesus, you’ve been cleansed. Washed with pure water. But over here 

there are those who are unclean. They have knowledge of the truth, but there is no repentance. 

They heard and rejected. And some may say “well rejection is human effort”.  

HEAR me. If you hear nothing else, listen now. Those who have heard the message of the gospel 

and have accepted Jesus as their lord and savior are forever FOR-EV-ER made clean.  

To reject that fundamental truth is to reject the gospel and live under the NOC. It’s a person who 

has the knowledge and does nothing with it.  

What the writer is talking about is a person who “tramples underfoot the Son of God”. “Who 

profaned the blood of the covenant and outraged the Spirit of grace”. These are a serious 

accusations.  

This is not someone who is struggling to kill sin in their life. The writer is talking about someone 

who said “that thing you’re offering? I don’t want it” and then spends a lifetime convincing others 

they’re right. These are wolves in sheep’s clothing, leading others away from the one and only 

gospel.  

They are walking over jesus and rejecting the thing that justifies us. Remember knowledge is not 

the same thing as acceptance. {pause} 

So April and I are planning this trip out west next summer, and we found out that like dozens of 

people die every year at the Grand Canyon by falling off the ledge. That’s terrible. But I’m sorry it’s a 

HUGE hole in the earth! You can’t get any more  obvious than that.  

But apparently there are people, like hundreds of people,  who see this gigantic hole but don’t 

quite accept that, if you get too close (cause you just had to have that selfie) death is waiting.  

11 



  

For the people who know the truth but trample on the son of God, there is no rest. No sacrifice. No 

assurance. No confidence. No peace. Verse 32 

 Read vs 32-39 

Look again at verse 35. When the writer says “don’t throw away your confidence” our application is 

“Don’t replace what Jesus did for you on the cross with something man-made” Our confidence, our 

security, is found in Jesus alone. 

 

My prayer is that today you’ve heard the truth of the Gospel. And even if you’ve heard this message 

a thousand times, my hope is today you were refreshed. Maybe you’ve been bogged down by 

religion or have fallen into the practice of offering your life as justification for your sins, and today 

you’ve been set free from a burden you were never meant to carry.  

 

If you’re here today questioning if Jesus is real or you’ve been wrestling with your faith, know you 

are not alone. Some of this is crazy. Sometimes I sit back and think “Man, do I really believe any of 

this?” But I challenge you, in those moments, press in and ask God to help you in your unbelief. Even 

in seasons of doubt, we are are not those who shrink back. So keep believing. Press forward. 

 

Maybe you’ve never heard this message and have never accepted Jesus as your lord and savior. Or 

maybe you have heard the message but until this moment you’ve rejected it. If that’s you, I want to 

give you on opportunity to respond.  

 

Look, salvation is simple. Paul says in Romans chapter 10  “if you confess with your mouth that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” It truly 

is that easy. Christ is offering you his life. Believe and be saved.  
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