
RECAP 
 
This is the last week of our Age of Skeptics series. All throughout this series we have been talking about 
how to deal with skeptics. This will then help equip us when we are evangelizing and dealing with tough 
questions about the bible. 
 
In the first two weeks Pastor Marshall showed us how to handle our interactions with non-believers 
mainly the atheist, agnostics, and the skeptics. He then gave us an overview on how to respond when 
people say God was made up by ancient people in an ancient world. 
 
Last week Preston Scott provided answers to why we can’t live the way we want, how could a 
loving God send someone to hell and why are all Christians hypocrites. 
 
This week I will be tackling these two common critiques: 

● Hasn’t science disproven Christianity? 
● How can you trust that bible is accurate? 

 
I have to be honest. I labored over these two questions 

Grew up skeptical 
Not a read it and believe it Christian 
 

HASN’T SCIENCE DISPROVEN THE BIBLE? 
 
To answer this question I want to break it down into several parts because I think this is a very 
complex topic to cover in just a single sermon. 
 
If I were asked this question, I would want to break it down a bit because “science” is very broad. 
 
Are we talking: Physics? Geology? Psychology? Earth science? 
And what parts of the Bible are they talking about? 
 

● Via archeological digs and discoveries, there are several parts science has proven to be true. 
Mainly historical facts that link back to bible. 

● Christian scientists have also found much of the bible’s stories to be true. 
 

So I would want the person to be very specific to what parts of the Bible science should be able to 
disprove. 
There are several parts they can’t. 
 
 Virgin Birth 
 Signs and wonders 
 Resurrections 
 Heaven and hell 



 Prophesies 
 
When dealing with broad critiques like this you need the person to provide clear examples of 
what science has disproven.  
 
But what is science anyways? And how can it disprove anything in the bible? 
 

Science is the systematic study of the structure and behavior of the physical and natural world 
through observation and experiment. 
 

Scientist come up with questions or hypotheses and then test and test and test to try to find 
conclusions. 
 
But there is no scientific method for determining if the virgin birth could happen. Or if Jesus could raise 
himself from the grave. Or if heaven exists.  
 
It’s not just creation. The Bible is full of events that cannot be explained with scientific experiments. And 
that’s a big issue for people. 
 
My guess is these type of sceptics are not focusing the mystical parts of the bible that science can’t 
touch, but the tangible parts like creation and evolution. 
 
For example, if their issue is the 6 day creation story and how the world, including man, came from God, 
not evolution, then what they are saying isn’t “hasn’t science disproven the bible” but the “stories of the 
Bible simply aren’t true because science has already found the answer.” 
 
What I’d like to do for a moment is dig into each method “science” and “Christianity” and discuss 
some inherent issues with both. Yes, I said both. 
 
My hope here is we come to a common ground instead of seeing the two as enemies of each other 
  

Issues with science. 
 
Pastor Marshall talked about this in week 2, but the biggest issue with science is at some point they don’t 
have an answer for life’s biggest question “Where did all this come from?” 
 
They have a theory that has been widely accepted “the big bang theory” but again it’s a theory, 
not fact. And in fact, they can’t recreate the big bang in any lab experiments which further 
confounds the problem. 
 
Carbon dating also has a bit of issues as well. 
 



Carbon-14 is mostly used to date once-living things (organic material). It cannot be 
used directly to date rocks; however, it can potentially be used to put time 
constraints on some inorganic material such as diamonds (diamonds could contain 
carbon-14). Because of the rapid rate of decay of 14C, it can only give dates in the 
thousands-of-year range and not millions. 
 

Here is a somewhat recent example of how carbon dating can be innaccurate. 
 

Remember the Mount St. Helens volcanic eruption? It occurred on May 18, 
1980. As a result of that catastrophe, a new lava dome was formed on the 
site. 
Not long ago, the lava dome was dated by the radiometric method. Guess 
how old it turned out to be? It yielded a date of 2.8 million years!  
 

 
Evolution has issues too 

 QUOTE 
 

According to conventional thinking among origin of life theorists, life arose via 

unguided chemical reactions on the early Earth some 3 to 4 billion years ago. 

Most theorists believe that there were many steps involved in the origin of 

life, but the very first step would have involved the production of a primordial 

soup -- a water-based sea of simple organic molecules -- out of which life 

arose. While the existence of this "soup" has been accepted as unquestioned 

fact for decades, this first step in most origin-of-life theories faces numerous 

scientific difficulties. 

 

AND any attempt to recreate this “soup” has failed.  

 

Now consider the origin of the first DVD and DVD player. DVDs are rich in 

information, but without the machinery of a DVD player to read the disk, 

process its information, and convert it into a picture and sound, the disk 

would be useless. But what if the instructions for building the first DVD player 

were only found encoded on a DVD? You could never play the DVD to learn 

how to build a DVD player. So how did the first disk and DVD player system 

arise?  

 



The answer is obvious: a goal directed process -- intelligent design -- is 

required to produce both the player and the disk at the same time. 
 

 
And they also have a problem with the Law of Conservation of Mass which states that mass 
cannot be created or destroyed. 
 
So whatever created that bang had to already exist and if that something already existed then it always 
existed. 
 

Sure, geologist can study rock formations and plate tectonics to determine how a 
mountain was created. 
Evolutionary biologists can study different creatures and life forms to determine where 
they came from. 
Paleontologists can study dinosaurs and tell us if they once all had feathers or really do 
look like the ones in Jurassic Park. 
 
 

But time? Science has an issue with time. 
 
I found this quote online regarding physics and time: 
 

Most physicists agree that time had a beginning, and that it is measured from, and indeed came 
into being with, The Big Bang some 13.8 billion years ago. Whether, how and when time might 
end in the future is a more open question, depending on different notions of the ultimate fate of 
the universe and other mind-bending concepts like the multiverse. 

 
This to me is where the question of “has science disproven the Bible” begins to unravel. The whole 
concept of creation begins and ends with time.  
 
Something started from something and that something had to exist. 
For the Christian, we have the answer, but we do have a few issues of our own… 
 

 
Issues with Christianity 
 
While Christians don’t have an issue with time (thanks to Genesis 1:1), we aren’t in complete agreement 
on much else. 
 
The Pew Research center polled 25,000 Christians and asked their opinion on some very basic Christian 
beliefs. 



 
 Is the Bible the word of God? 

39% Word of God; Should be taken literally 
33%; Word of God, everything not taken literally 
19% Not the word of god (more on that later) 

Views on evolution 
o    42% always existed in this current form; 
o    29% evolved due to god’s design  
o    21% evolved to natural process 

 
 Source of guidance on right and wrong 

o    43% religion 
o    41% common sense; 
o    8% philosophy/reason 
o    6% science 

 
So clearly even christians can’t agree on everything. 
 
And just for creation there are young earth Christians (those who take Genesis 1 and 2 literally) 
and old earth Christians (those who think it was symbolism and metaphorical). There’s even the 
gap theory (a time gap in Genesis 1:1 and 2) 
 
Literally, April and I spent hours on our car drive to the grand canyon debating this very question because 
I see rock formations and think “Man that had to take MILLIONS of years”. She disagrees and so do a lot 
of Christians. And I bet if we went around this room and asked what people thought about the age of the 
earth, we’d get anything from the biblical answer of 6,000 years alllllllll the way to the scientific answer of 
4.5 billion years. 
 
That’s a difference of 4,542,994,000 years!!!! 
 
After looking at all these issues on both sides of the debate, Where do we go from here?  
 
Do we have an answer to the question “Has science disproven the Bible?” The short answer IMO is “no”. 
 
Again if I were answering this question, I would point to the things mentioned above regarding the issues 
with science but also admit that even Christians have disagreements. That in the end we are all just 
looking for answers.  
 
I would also point out that science is constantly disproving itself. It wasn’t that long ago that 
scientists believed the earth was flat, or that the earth was the center of the atmosphere or the 
earth was expanding from the inside out. 
  



And if there are inherent issues with the scientific theories of when things began and even the core 
beliefs of evolution, then I would do my very best to get the person asking these question to at least admit 
the flaws and find some common ground between us. 
 
To sum up this critique, the gap between science and God is faith and we have to allow the holy spirit to 
do the work of bridging that gap. We can’t provide answers to every question. All we can do is be faithful, 
develop relationships, and trust that The Lord knows those who are his 
  
HOW DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE IS ACCURATE? 
 
This is going to be a bullet point type deal that I hope provides you with a bit of data to help others (or 
yourself) better understand how we came to the canon of scripture.  
 
This will be a lot of information  (like drinking from a water hose), but my hope is by understanding how 
we got the Bible, you’ll be confident in it’s accuracy. 
 
This was huge for my development and trust in the bible. I struggled with believing the bible was 
accurate until I learned it’s history. It’s hard to be asked to defend something when you don’t 
even really know what you’re defending. OR like making a cake without the ingredients. 
 
IF I lose you, I’m sorry. If you want my notes, I’ll post them online along with the sermon. 
 
Sources:  

● Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony by Jesus and the 
Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony 

● In the Beginning... We Misunderstood: Interpreting Genesis 1 in Its Original Context by Johnny V. 
Miller 

● Bible Project: Bible In the Making 
● Tim Mackie lectures 

 
History of the Bible 
 
Here’s what we know for sure: 
 

● We do not know who wrote the final editions of the HB or the when most were written. We do get 
clues, found in several books, on who wrote them. 

○ o    Duet 31-34. Moses wrote most of the torah but someone had to finish the book after his 
death. 

○ o    Proverbs and Psalms (many chapters will tell you the writer) 
○ o    Jeremiah’s scribe Baruch (Jer 36:29) 

 



● In the 1975, a fossilized seal was found that has inscribed the name of Baruch son of nurriah 
(SHOW IMAGE OF SEAL) 
This is an archeological find that links a story in the bible to a real person who lived. 
 

○ Similar examples in Paul’s letter to Romans and 1st and 2nd Peter. (Narrated but scribes 
“wrote” the books) 
 

● While we do not know who wrote the final editions or have the originals of the HB, what we have 
are manuscripts.  

○ And manuscripts are scrolls (copies) of the originals that have been preserved through 
time. 

  
HB MANUSCRIPTS 
 
(SHOW IMAGE OF OT TIMELINE) 
 
 
 
Start with MT 
(SHOW MT IMAGE) 
  
500-1009 AD Masoretic Text.The Masorites were a group of jewish scholars who kept meticulously 
detailed Copies of the originals. 
 

 



 
The Septuagint (pre jesus Greek translations of the originals) 200 to 100 BC. Alexander the Great (300 
BC) imposed greek culture and languages throughout his empire. So the Jews in exile didn’t grow up 
learning Hebrew but Greek. So the Septuagint was created.  

Was the OT version for NT Christians living in Greek cities. 
 
There are differences in manuscripts (Masoretic text and Septuagint).  

None of the “errors” in the bible are theological in nature. Meaning, the differences do not create a 
“problem” with what we believe. Genesis 4:8 footnote 
 

Dead Sea Scrolls. 200 BC – 70 AD t 
These were thousands of Hebrew manuscripts that pre date the Masoretic texts that are from the 
same time period of the Septuagint. 200 years before Jesus.  
 

● The maccabees, a group of jewish rulers start a revolution against the Egyptians. 
(Hanukkah). A subgroup who didn’t like the Maccabian set up a community in the dead 
sea and they took manuscripts with them.  
 

● Every HB book was found besides Esther.  
 

● Took nearly 60 years to compile and release to the public. 
 

● When compared to the MT the DSS match perfectly. Some match the SP perfectly. 
  
So what does this mean to the OT accuracy?  
 
Most of the early English versions of the HB were based on the MT. 

●  Over the last 150 years we have discovered new texts (DSS). 
● When there are differences, you’ll see a footnote. Genesis 4:8. See also 1 John 5:5 for NT 

example. 
○  Using footnotes, biblical scholars admit these minor differences by including them. 

 
There is no lost HB.  

● We don’t have 90% of the bible because 10% was lost. What we have is actually 103% because 
the MT has additional wording not found in the ST or DSS. Over the last 50 years protestant and 
catholic scholars have dedicated their lives to trimming down that 3%. 

Of all ancient books written in the same time frame, the bible has the most manuscripts by a few 
thousand. 

● Homer and Plato only have about 30-50 copies. 
● For the NT we have an very conservative estimate of about 6,000 

  
  
  



  
NT 
SHOW NT TIMELINE 
 
The NT books were written between 45 and 100 AD. Between 100 and 1516, you had Christians copying 
the originals and sending to churches throughout Syria, Asia Minor, Egypt. 
 

● The gap between 100 AD to 1516 is the main issue. 
 

This creates some extreme viewpoints 
1. The gap is where Jesus’ teachings were changed and manipulated. 
2. Golden tablets, no issue. 
 

The NT (gospels) is like making a sandwich. You have a collection of ingredients that have different ages 
(meat may be older than the bread) but in the end you have an accurate sandwich. You see this is the 
minor differences in the writing styles and times of the gospels. Mark was 1st. Luke and Matthew used 
Mark as an outline but added their own variations. 
 
Eye witnesses Luke chapter 1:1-4. 
 If this is an issue for you. Generational snobbery 
 
Manuscripts 



(SHOW IMAGE OF NT MANUSCRIPT)

 
● NT manuscripts can be dated and linked back to specific areas.  Knowing the location from where 

the copy (manuscript) comes from, helps us determine the accuracy.  
● You can better determine where the error is because it’s not found in other manuscripts that are 

similar in the other areas. Those “errors” or differences were omitted. 
● When you have 6000 copies of a something, it’s much easier to find the errors. 

○ And most of these errors are grammatical, not theological. 
 
How did we get to 6000 copies? 
 

In 300 AD Roman emperor Diocletian began to persecute Christians and he burned any originals 
or manuscripts. This created a lack of known manuscripts. After his death, a demand for large 
number of manuscripts to be sent to the provinces.  
 
This demand created copying centers. We can track back manuscripts to certain copying centers. 
This is known as the majority texts. 

 
Some quick hitters 

● 1516 Erasmus. Compiled the first scholarly edition of the NT using the majority text. He had a few 
100 manuscripts. 
 

● 1530 William Tyndale. Translated the first English version of the bible (this was illegal). 



● Between 1700-1900 through exploration and archaeological digs, thousands of different 
manuscripts were found that date earlier than the Majority text.  

● This created more layers to the sandwich. 
○ The more you have of an ancient text, the greater its accuracy. 

 
● In the 1900’s Erwin Nestle/Kurt Aland lead a team  international team of scholars to establish the 

earliest possible text of ALL available texts (over 6000) 
○ Most differences (90%+) are grammar not theological. 

 
Cannons 
Critique: The bible was put together by men and therefore it’s not the word of God. 
FALSE 
 
HB: Complied via Jewish traditions. 1546 it was decided to add the extra books to the HB. Catholic pope. 
Luther disagreed. 
 
NT: 2 Peter, peter calls Pauls writings holy scripture. Paul says that all scripture is god breathed in 2 
timothy 3. 
 
Decision on which books were included were based on: 

● Which books were more circulated. 
● Which ones were connected to a specific apostle. 
● Which ones created a different view or core message of the gospels. A certain group in 

Egypt that went a different direction from “mainstream” Christian and gospel message. 
They were lost because they were never part of the Bible in the first place. 

 
Council in 300 made a declaration of the canon of scripture.  

● They didn’t decide but acknowledged 
 
QUOTES 

The Church no more gave us the New Testament canon than Sir Isaac Newton gave us 
the force of gravity. Newton did not create gravity but recognized it.”--J.I. Packer, God 
Has Spoken: Revelation and the Bible 
 
 “The canon was never authorized or mandated by any general council of the ancient 
church, but rather rested upon the early and largely informal consensus of the church. In 
short, the church did not ‘close’ the canon because it never started it to begin with. The 
canon was inherited from the apostles.”–Michael Kruger, Canon Revisted 

 
Conclusion: We don’t have the originals. We have to admit that. This is also ok. There is an element of 
faith here but we also have to see how through history people have dedicated their lives to preserving the 
accuracy of the BIble. You also have to see how God used certain events to help spread his Word. 



 
IF THERE’S TIME: READ 2 Timothy 3:10-17 
 
Nowhere else in the bible is this phrase “all scripture is breathed out by God” used in connection with the 
Bible. 
 
So while it’s only used here once, it speaks to scriptures ultimate authority. While humans played a huge 
role in the writing, formation, and spreading of the Bible, here we see that God breathed the words into 
existence. And where else do we find that type of wording? In the formation of Man in Genesis 2. God 
breathed his Ruha (spirit) into Adam and through Adam God breathed his scripture. 
 
The writers of the Bible did not go into a trance. Their hands were not controlled by the Spirit. The Spirit 
worked through them to bring about the Holy Scriptures. 
 
  
CLOSE 
The role of a Christian in a skeptical age 
2 timothy 2:14-26 
 
Paul appointed Timothy to lead the church in Ephesus (a town in modern day Turkey). The people living 
here would not have known or been well versed in the Jewish Bible or the stories of the Jewish God. 
They had their own gods, traditions, stories how the earth was created, etc.  
 
To convince them of the validity of the one true God (to open their ears) Paul urges Timothy to do 
the following 
 
READ 2 timothy 2:14-26 
 
The purpose of apologetics shouldn’t be to defend God. He doesn’t need to be defended. No, the 
purpose of apologetics is to equip the saints with how to evangelize.  
 
But we must be careful that in our attempts to evangelize we don’t go into defensive mode. When we 
think something needs to be defended, we will act in a way that seems sensitive and defensive. It’s like 
the guy who tries to the girl’s defense but when she never needed him to begin with. He just looks silly 
and juvenile.  
 
Likewise, Christians shouldn’t walk around looking for a fight when we have the creator of the 
universe on our side! 
 
Instead, we need to be prepared in and out of season. Need to Be intentional with our life. Be ready to tell 
someone the good news of Jesus. 
 



 A helpful way to do that is make a list of people who you know aren’t believers and begin to put your life 
in front of theirs. Talk with them. Have them over for dinner. Spend time with their family. Always be 
available if they need help. Be Intentional. 
  
In this age of skeptics, we don’t need to quarrel with words that will only ruin the hearer. We should care 
more about what comes out of this (points to the mouth) which is directed by this (points to heart). 
  
However, some people will never believe. Notice what Paul says in Chapter 3:1-7 
 
There are people who just won’t listen and don’t want to hear. They’ll gain knowledge but never have 
truth. They’ve made up their mind about God and science is their religion. Let those people be and let 
God be God. 
 
Amen 
 
PRAY 
 

Lord we thank you. Lord we humbling submit to you our worries and concerns. Holy Spirit our 
prayer is that you would work in our hearts to give us peace about our struggles. 
 
We also pray for grace and guidance when dealing with this skeptical age. Help us live our our 
calling with humility and let your grace shine through our lives. 

 
We are going to close our service for anyone who wants prayer. 
  
 


