
Age of Skeptics - Week 2 Sunday, May 12, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We kicked off a new series last week called Age of Skeptics 

1. The main idea of this series: 

a) Equip you to accomplish the “work of ministry”  

b) Equip you to share your faith 

2. The mission field of Tallahassee is filled with: 

a) Atheists and agnostics 

b) People hurt by the church 

c) Skeptics of Christianity, religion, and people in general 

3. So, “equipping you for evangelism” looks like: 

a) Providing answers to common questions 

b) Teaching the importance of building relationships and modeling Christ 

B. Last week, we answered some common critiques of Christianity 

1. Christianity is too exclusive 

2. Churches always hurt people 

3. Churches can’t be trusted 

C. This week, I’d like to:  

1. Look at another critique of Christianity 

2. Talk about relationship building and modeling Christ in evangelism 

II. Text 

A. “God was made up by ancient people to explain their world” 

1. This critique is rooted in what CS Lewis calls “chronological snobbery” 

a) Anything from an earlier time is inferior because society has evolved 

(1) “Ancient people were dumb compared to modern advances” 

b) This view ignores accomplishments like stone-henge, the pyramids, the great 

wall, aqueducts, Roman Colosseum etc. 

c) This view ignores the knowledge of most common people today 

(1) Science may have advanced, but that doesn’t mean we all understand it 

(2) We may be exposed to more, but we don’t always understand more 
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(3) Therefore, most of us have no more “understanding” than our ancestors 

(4) And, the understanding we do have is built on faith in what others tell us 

d) So, if we have more in common with our ancestors than we thought, how can 

their belief in God help our generation? 

2. Here are common arguments for God, from our ancestors, that still have value 

a) “Everything we see comes from something” 

(1) You can’t get something from nothing, therefore everything we see came 

from somewhere 

(a) If that “somewhere” was the Big Bang, what caused that bang? 

(b) All original matter must have some origin 

(c) Either original matter has always existed or an outside force created it 

(2) Either answer takes you out of science and into theory, which requires faith 

b) “Everything we see has a perceived design” 

(1) Things like heat, nuclear forces, and gravitation must be at exact values for 

life to exist on Earth 

(2) If all the parameters were set to a dial, the chances of them being tuned 

correctly is 1 in a googol (1 with 100 zeroes behind it) 

(3) The complexity of our world points to a designer  

c) “Humans agree in the concept of human rights” 

(1) CS Lewis said, “all humans have a sense of oughtness that presses on them” 

(a) If you see a man drowning, you can save him or not, but we all feel a 

sense that we ought to save him 

(2) We call this sense human rights 

(a) The idea is, all humans have certain rights that we are born with, things 

that are beyond legislative laws 

(b) These rights are true even if governments choose to ignore them 

(3) The question is, where does this oughtness and human rights come from? 

(a) It contradicts our sense of survival of the fittest 

(b) It points us to a creator that put that sense in us 
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d) “We are aware that they are aware, and we have an appreciation for beauty” 

(1) We know that chemical processes create thoughts, but we don’t know how 

those chemical processes create conscious awareness 

(a) We are aware of things like complex math, philosophy, and art 

(b) This awareness has no impact on survival or reproduction of our species 

(2) Our awareness leads to an appreciation for beauty 

(a) We have the capacity to enjoy sunsets, deserts, and music 

(b) We have the capacity to make music, write books, and have debates 

about God 

(3) This awareness points to a creator that gave us this ability, not the result of 

evolutionary processes 

3. These arguments aren’t strong enough to prove God, but they make a solid case 

that it is more rational to believe in a God than no God 

a) If the person you are talking to considers these points, the next step would be 

to introduce them to God the Father and His Son Jesus 

4. At this point, I would recommend relying heavily on historical evidence 

a) The gospels were written early enough to be eyewitness accounts 

b) They show how Jesus got close to the worst in society 

c) He offered a way to God and a freedom from the bondage of this world 

d) He claimed to be God and proved His power with resurrection  

III. Conclusion 

A. It’s great to have answers to common critiques of Christianity, but you should also use 

two evangelistic tools that Paul outlines in Ephesians 

1. Ephesians 4:25-32 

a) Paul argues that your lifestyle and relationships put God on display 

b) You can evangelize by saying, “Look what happens when you act on this belief” 

2. So, evangelistic tool #1: Model Christian principals to articulate the gospel 

a) Invest in relationships 

b) Don’t be a thief in relationships 
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(1) Don’t be a “time suck” to people; don’t be so needy that you only take 

c) Don’t let corrupt talk come out of your mouth 

d) Be kind, tenderhearted, and forgive each other  

e) Don’t live with anger and a desire to get even 

3. Evangelistic tool #2: Build relationships to articulate the gospel 

a) Live like missionaries in your schools, jobs, and families 

b) Get heavily invested in your local culture 

c) Pay attention to the needs of those around you and meet them 

d) Change your routine from time-to-time 

e) Be available  

B. If you prepare your mind for questions, prepare your life to reflect the Gospel, and ask 

the Holy Spirit to use you…get ready!


