
Age of Skeptics - Week 1 Sunday, May 5, 2019

I. Intro 

A. Ephesians 4:11-16 

1. And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds[a] and 

teachers,[b] to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to mature manhood,[c] to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 

about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 

who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together 

by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes 

the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

2. God gave us gifts to help us grow 

3. Those gifts are leaders, like Pastors and Teachers 

4. Their job is to “equip you for the work of ministry” and “mature the church” 

B. We are starting a new series (Age of Skeptics) and I want to equip you for evangelism  

1. We have a mandate to (Matthew 28:19):  

a) Spread the good news  

b) Baptize  

c) Disciple 

2. However, we live in interesting times 

a) Worldwide, 4 out of 5 people believe in God - (2016 Pew Research Study) 

b) But in America, 25% of adults and 35% of millennials have no belief in God    

(1) This group has been called the “Nones" 

(2) They include atheists, agnostics, and people with no religious affiliation 

c) In addition to the “nones” there are also 

(1) People hurt by the church and have had enough religion 

(2) People who are skeptical about God and church 

3. These 3 groups represent a large portion of our mission field 
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a) I want you to see their point of view 

b) Equip you to speak logically and lovingly with them 

c) Talk about the importance of building relationships and serving them 

(1) Remember Romans 2:4, “It’s kindness that leads to repentance” 

C. Our plan for this series: 

1. Today, we will discuss the nones, the hurt, and the skeptics 

2. Next week, we will discuss ways to build relationships and serve our city 

3. Final 2 weeks, we will discuss common questions you will hear on the mission field  

II. Text 

A. Let’s talk about atheists, agnostics, and “nones” 

1. Who are they? 

a) Atheists would say, there is no God 

b) Agnostics would say, that have no faith or disbelief in God; God might be real 

but it’s not within our ability to know 

c) Nones would say, religion is irrelevant to me and I have no opinion about God 

2. What are some of their critiques? 

a) Christians are too exclusive to people who are different 

(1) You see this in the LGBTQ argument 

(2) You see this when people talk about sin 

3. How do we respond? 

a) Luke 10:29-37  

(1) But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he 

fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving 

him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when 

he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 

Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, 

he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on 
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oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn 

and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii[a] and gave 

them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you 

spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ Which of these three, do you 

think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” He 

said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and 

do likewise.” 

(2) Christians should love and care for their neighbor 

(a) Neighbors are everyone, Christians or not 

(b) However, the issue isn’t really about how we treat non-believers 

b) The issue is what is required to be a Christian 

(1) Jesus set the boundaries for what a Christian is and that is exclusive 

(2) However, Christians are not any more exclusive than other groups 

(3) If the head of a local LGBTQ chapter said, “I have converted to Christianity 

and I believe this lifestyle is a sin, they would no longer be included in that 

group” 

c) My point is, exclusivity is not unique to Christianity 

(1) A community without standards loses it’s identity 

(2) The idea of TOTAL inclusivity is an illusion 

(3) So, rather than judging Christianity on exclusivity of membership ask the 

person to judge Christianity based on how we treat non-members 

4. Keep in mind that for atheists, agnostics, and nones the Bible holds no authority 

a) It isn’t helpful to say “the Bible says so” 

b) It is more helpful to talk about historical facts 

(1) John, who watched Jesus die and had breakfast with him 

(2) Luke investigated, wrote detailed notes, interviewed eyewitnesses  

(3) Paul hated Christians and then became one and gave his life to missions 

(4) His original followers were killed and never changed their belief 

(5) Christians went against Rome and the Jewish temple to spread the news 



Age of Skeptics - Week 1 Sunday, May 5, 2019

B. Let’s talk about the hurt 

1. Who are they? 

a) People who have had some experience with church 

b) But, they have been abused or taken advantage of in church 

2. What do they believe? 

a) They believe all churches are the same and will hurt them 

3. How do you respond to their hurt and love them? 

a) 1 John 1:8-10 

(1) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make 

him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

b) All churches are full of broken people 

(1) In fact, it’s quite possible to find non-believers who are nicer, kinder, wiser, 

and better than Christians 

(2) This is because Christians are not accepted by God because of their moral 

performance; they are accepted because of Jesus’ work 

c) However, not all churches hurt people 

(1) The best was to confirm this is by showing it, not just saying it 

(2) If their experience is that all Christians hurt them, do the opposite 

(3) Find ways to serve them, love them, and care for them 

C. Let’s talk about the skeptic 

1. Who are they? 

a) These are people who don’t trust anything; they are jaded 

b) Social media, fake news, conspiracy theories and crooked Pastors have shaped 

their view of God and church 

c) They may or may not be Christian, but they approach all things with doubt 

2. What do they believe? 

a) They believe you can’t trust churches or God 
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3. How do you speak to a skeptic? 

a) Being a skeptic is okay 

(1) There is nothing wrong with asking questions or struggling with doubt 

(2) Acts 17:10-12 Paul commended the Bereans for studying the scripture to 

see if it was true 

(a) The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, 

and when they arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these 

Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the 

word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these 

things were so. Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek 

women of high standing as well as men. 

(3) In John 3 Nicodemus came to Jesus and Jesus answered his questions 

b) However, being too much of a skeptic keeps us from experiencing anything 

(1) If your goal is to “see through everything” you don’t actually see anything 

(a) You can never really know how someone feels about you 

(b) You only go off the evidence you have and fill the rest with trust 

(c) This frees us to enjoy the relationships around us 

(2) You can be skeptical of God and church, but examine the impact of belief 

(a) What does a life look like when it follows the pattern in the Bible? 

(b) What does the evidence say about God? 

III. Conclusion 

A. As I said, the Bible doesn’t hold a place of authority for many people today 

1. Therefore, we must show people what happens when you apply the Bible 

a) You can meet their needs  

b) You can build relationships  

c) You can point them to historical facts 

2. All these things loosen the soil of people’s hearts and the Gospel takes root  

B. Let’s pray for God to use us in His work and spread the good news of Jesus 


