
Advent - Week 4 Sunday, December 16, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Today is week 4 of our Advent series 

1. We are reading through familiar scripture about Jesus’ birth 

a) To remind us 

b) To stir us 

2. We are focussing on specific themes 

a) In week two we talked about peace 

(1) Peace is a relationship with God 

(2) Peace is the attitude we live with 

(3) Peace is what Jesus is bringing to earth  

b) In week three we talked about love 

(1) Jesus commanded us to love like He loved us 

(a) In our sacrifices 

(b) In our attitudes and feelings 

B. This week we are going to look at joy 

1. Let’s define joy for our purposes 

a) It is not happiness 

b) It is not laughter or a skip in your step 

2. Biblical joy is a good feeling in your spirit that comes when the Holy Spirit reveals 

Jesus 

a) Joy starts when the Holy Spirit reveals Jesus 

b) This releases good feelings similar to delight or pleasure on the inside  

c) This inner feeling comes to the surface as happiness, tears, laughter, a skip in 

your step, or as we will see in Matthew 2…worship 

3. The earliest people to worship Jesus were motivated by joy, and I want us to 

understand that today 

II. Text 

A. Matthew 2:1-6 
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1. These pagans came from the east to worship (probably Babylon, maybe because 

of Daniel’s impact) 

a) Did you see what led them to Jerusalem? A star. 

(1) God is speaking to these guys using their language 

(2) The Holy Spirit used this star to stir joy in these guys 

2. While these guys are getting pumped about Jesus because they saw a star, look at 

what the inside men were doing 

a) Herod questions where the baby will be born, the scribes quote Micah 5 

b) If anyone was supposed to be looking for a sign, it was the scribes, yet they are 

totally indifferent 

(1) In this room you have: outsiders ready to worship and insiders with no clue 

3. This is still true today 

a) The Holy Spirit is revealing the works of Jesus on a daily basis, and those who 

catch a glimpse are filled with joy 

b) But, you also have church veterans that stopped being overwhelmed with the 

beauty of Jesus and lost their joy 

(1) Joy is a fruit of the spirit, and it comes when the Holy Ghost shows you 

Jesus 

B. Matthew 2:7-10 

1. The star is back! 

a) The star that led these guys to Israel appeared again 

b) It led them to Jesus, after His birth 

c) He was not in the manger anymore; he was in a house 

2. The response from the wise men is where I want to pause 

a) “When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy” 

b) This is the Bible way of saying they lost their minds 

(1) Matthew could have said:  

(a) “They rejoiced” 

(b) Or, “They rejoiced exceedingly” 
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(c) Or, “They rejoiced with joy” 

(d) Or, “They rejoiced with great joy” 

(2) Nope, Matthew hits us with a quadruple whammy 

c) They were overwhelmed, but they hadn’t even seen Jesus yet 

(1) They lost their minds because the star was pointing them to Jesus 

3. This is the Biblical joy I want you to experience this advent 

a) I want the Holy Spirit to point you to Jesus in a way that leaves you 

overwhelmed 

b) I want you to respond to God working in your life like these wise men 

responded to that star 

c) I want you to experience joy like never before 

4. Why do I want this for you? 

a) Because I want Jesus to be magnified in all the earth 

(1) The end of joy is always God getting the glory 

(2) The final destination for joy is always worship 

III. Conclusion 

A. Matthew 2:11-12 

1. When these guys, filled with exceedingly great joy, saw Jesus they:  

a) Worshiped Him with their bodies 

(1) They got low in worship 

(2) Their posture reflected the honor of this child 

b) Worshiped Him with their gifts 

(1) The gave gold, frankincense, and myrrh 

(2) The beauty of this gesture is not in the dollar value of the gift; it is the 

symbol of the gift 

(3) These guys are saying, “I am so overwhelmed with you, that I would gladly 

trade the thing that is most valuable in my life for you” 

B. Church, this is why I want you to rejoice exceedingly with great joy! 

1. I don’t want you to just be in a good mood or treat each other kind 
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a) I don’t want you just to have a good Christmas 

b) I don’t want you to let the revelation of Jesus pass you by 

2. I want you to be hungry for the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus in new ways 

a) I want that revelation to give you joy deep inside 

b) I want that joy to erupt to the surface and cause you to worship in new ways 

c) I want you to lay down your treasures and pride at the cross 

d) I want your worship to be fueled by joy 

C. How do you get there? 

1. It starts in the place of prayer “Holy Spirit, show me Jesus!” 

2. It ends with you on your knees, with a gift in your hand, and a song on your lips 

3. And, that space between is called joy


