
Advent - Week 3 Sunday, December 9, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Today is week 3 of our Advent message series 

1. This is our time of the year to revisit the story of Christ’s birth: 

a) To Celebrate Jesus and His first coming 

b) To prepare for His second coming 

2. Each message in this series revolves around an Advent theme 

a) Last week we spent some time looking at peace 

(1) Peace is our relationship with God 

(2) Peace is how we live 

(3) Peace is our promise of what is coming 

B. This week we are going to shift our focus to another Advent theme, love 

1. Now, just like last week, I want us to read a familiar passage  

a) To remind us  

b) To stir our hearts 

II. Text 

A. John 3:1-15 

1. Jesus is laying it on thick with Nicodemus 

a) He is a religious leader, but he has no working knowledge of spiritual things 

(1) He doesn’t understand why Jesus descended (was born) 

(2) He doesn’t understand why he must be born again 

(3) He doesn’t understand why Jesus must ascend to heaven 

(4) He doesn’t even understand the Hebrew story of Moses and the serpents 

b) This story comes from Numbers 21:4-9 

(1) Israel complains, God curses them with fiery serpents 

(2) They were healed if they looked at the bronze serpent that was lifted up 

(3) This was Jesus saying “I’m the better bronze serpent, lifted for healing” 

2. Now, why spend time reading through Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus about 

being born again and looking at the Lord for healing? Because of verse 16… 

B. John 3:16 
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1. God did everything (from Moses to Jesus) because He loved us 

a) He loved through Abraham’s lack of faith 

b) He loved through the Israelites rebellion 

c) He loved through His disciples turning on Him 

C. Philippians 2:6-8 

1. “…though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross." 

2. When you connect John 3:16 and Philippians 2:6-8 this is our picture of love: 

a) Love is measured in what you give away 

b) Love is putting on humility even when you have the greatest title 

c) Love is a great sacrifice 

3. This is the love that God expects His children to live with 

D. John 13:34-35 

1. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 

you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

2. His command to us: “Love like I loved you” 

a) We should love by emptying ourselves for others 

b) We should love with humility and getting low 

c) We should love by sacrificing our own desires for others 

3. So, love = sacrifice 

a) But, I don’t want you to stop there 

b) I don’t want you to walk away thinking that love is just doing things for others 

that is painful to you 

c) Loving like Jesus requires sacrifice, but also genuine affection and feelings too 

E. Colossians 3:12-14 
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1. Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one 

has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 

so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. 

2. What does it mean to “put on love” 

a) 1 Peter 5:14 | 1 Thessalonians 5:26 | 2 Corinthians 13:12 | 1 Corinthians 16:20 | 

Romans 16:16 

(1) 5 times in the NT Christians are instructed to greet each other with a “kiss of 

love” or a “holy kiss” 

b) 2 Peter 1:7 - “make every effort to supplement your faith with…brotherly 

affection and love” 

c) Romans 12:10 - “…Love one another with brotherly affection” 

3. The Biblical definition of “loving like Jesus” includes sacrifice, but also affection 

and feeling 

a) I’m not advocating for a kissing booth on Sundays, but Paul is talking about 

something that is foreign to us 

b) The end goal of love is not just acts of sacrifice, but real feelings and affection 

III. Conclusion 

A. Oh man, do I want this for our church 

1. It bonds us together 

2. It raises the bar for evangelism  

B. So, this is what I want Advent this week 

1. I want you to pray for the ability to love like Jesus, in your feelings and affection 

2. I know it’s difficult to feel love for people that drive you nuts, and be affectionate if 

you are an introvert 

a) But God commands you to feel all kinds of things 

(1) Feel joy in the Lord - Philippians 4:4 

(2) Feel sorrow for those in pain “Romans 12:15 
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(3) Feel gratitude for a gift - Colossians 3:15 

(4) Feel sorrow for our sin - James 4:9 

(5) Feel fear of sin - Luke 12:5 

3. Start in prayer and begin to walk in obedience 

C. Remember this, Matthew 24 and 2 Timothy 3 says that the end of the world will be 

marked by hate  

1. Prepare for Jesus’ return by letting your life be marked with love, the kind that 

sacrifices, expresses brotherly affection, and feels deeply for the family of God


