
Advent 2018 - Week 2 Sunday, December 2, 2018

I. Intro 

A. There are moments in the Bible: 

1. Moments of teaching in the Bible 

a) Like the sermon on the mount / Meant to open our eyes 

2. Moments of sorrow in the Bible 

a) Like Moses and the golden cow / Meant to confront our sin 

3. Moments of reminder / Meant to wake us up to what we already know 

a) Like when Ezra reads the law to the people in Nehemiah 8 

B. Reminder moments are particularly important in your spiritual growth 

1. We may know something, but without practice, we aren’t good at it 

a) Being thankful is a great example of this 

b) Forgiveness is another great example 

2. Biblical reminders are like a really good friend nudging us,  

a) “Hey, remember this? You aren’t doing it.” 

b) “Hey, you know better” 

c) “Hey, remember this? Doesn’t this get you excited?!” 

C. This Advent series is a reminder 

1. It will remind us of a story we have heard many times 

2. It will remind us of themes we have heard many times (peace, love, joy, and hope) 

3. We do this so the Holy Spirit will nudge us 

a) Nudge us about the virgin birth 

b) Nudge us about the gifts Jesus gave 

c) Nudge us about Jesus’ return 

D. With that in mind, let’s turn to a familiar story and ask the Holy Spirit to nudge us 

II. Text 

A. Luke 2:1-20 

1. We know the story 

a) An angel appeared to shepherds 

b) Jesus came as a baby 
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c) But, int he middle of what we know is vs 14 

2. God sent Jesus for HIS glory and OUR peace 

a) This is something we talk about a lot here 

(1) God deserves the glory, not you 

(2) We were at odds with God, but Jesus satisfied His wrath and brought peace 

(3) But also, we are now made ambassadors of this peace to spread it abroad 

b) So, what is the Holy Spirit nudging us about this morning? 

(1) Look at these people’s response to the news that God gets glory and we 

get peace 

(a) The news overwhelmed them with wonder 

(b) They treasured the news and pondered it within 

(c) They worshipped and praised God! 

(2) As many times as we have heard this news, does it still: 

(a) Overwhelm us with wonder? 

(b) Do we treasure the mystery of Christ in our hearts? Ponder it daily? 

(c) Do we use this knowledge to fuel our worship? 

3. Let’s zero in on “peace” 

a) Jesus’ birth split the dark divide between us and God, and filled it with peace 

b) Jesus’ return will launch an assault on earth, bringing peace to all mankind 

c) Jesus took us from broken vessels and made us peacemakers, preparing the 

world for His coming 

B. Let me show you in the Bible 

1. John 14:25-27 

a) “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things 

and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with 

you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 

hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

b) Jesus gave us the same peace that exists between Him and the Father 
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c) This means no fear or anxiety because the peace is not based on things 

d) Does this kind of peace make you wonder, ponder, or shout? 

2. Isaiah 65:17-25 

a) “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall 

not be remembered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that 

which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a 

gladness. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall be 

heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. No more shall there be 

in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his 

days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred 

years old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall 

plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they 

shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my 

people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall 

not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of 

the blessed of the Lord, and their descendants with them. Before they call I will 

answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall 

graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the 

serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the 

Lord. 

b) The peace that we are just starting to taste as Christians will be magnified for 

centuries 

c) There will be no end, with humans or animals 

d) Do you treasure this truth in your heart? Does it fuel your worship? 

3. Matthew 5:9 

a) “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

b) We are charged with spreading peace, living with it, letting it rule our minds 

c) Being a peacemaker means  

(1) Maybe initiating an apology,  
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(2) Maybe keeping others from admiring us or being afraid of us 

(3) Maybe releasing someone that us under an obligation to us 

d)  Our debt was forgiven and we are at peace, do you get excited about doing 

that for others? 

III. Conclusion 

A. The message from the angels was “God gets glory; we get peace!” 

1. The Biblical response to that is one of wonder, pondering, treasuring, rejoicing 

2. Advent shines a light on our heart, asking “is that our response too?” 

B. This week, revisit the promise of peace that Jesus brought to us 

1. Are you living in His peace? 

2. Are you preparing others for His coming peace? 

C. If not, let the Holy Spirit nudge you into a new direction 


