
Advent 2018 - Week 1 Sunday, November 18, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Today is the beginning of our Advent message series 

1. Advent is a Latin word that means “coming” or “arriving” 

2. This is our time to celebrate: 

a) Celebrate Jesus for coming to earth and bringing salvation to all 

b) Celebrate Jesus for coming into our lives and spreading love/joy/peace 

3. This is also our time to prepare:   

a) Prepare our hearts with joy for His coming 

b) Prepare our families and neighbors with excitement of His coming  

B. Advent is all about stirring our hearts for Jesus! 

1. Unfortunately, our hearts are already stirred for other things 

a) We are stirred with anxiety about Thanksgiving and presents 

b) We are stirred by depression because Christmas reminds us of loss 

c) We are stirred with sadness because December is another year without change 

2. I want to spend time reminding you of Jesus and stir your heart for Him this Advent 

a) Let’s de-clutter our hearts to make room for Jesus 

b) Let’s stockpile scripture and prayer in preparation of His arrival 

c) Let’s look for ways to invite Jesus into our daily lives now 

C. Advent is typically the four Sundays leading up to Christmas 

1. I’d like to kick off Advent a little early by reading from 2 Peter 

a) 1 Peter was a message about the coming suffering  

b) 2 Peter is a message about the coming King   

c) The way Peter talks about Jesus coming gets me pumped for Christmas! 

II. Text 

A. 2 Peter 3:1-4 

1. Peter starts chapter 3 with a reminder: 

a) The prophets said it, the apostles said it, and Jesus said it: our King is coming 

back! 

(1) This news should stir you up for Jesus 
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(a) Get excited! Shout for joy! Don’t just sit there getting stale! 

(b) For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 

be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 

increase of his government and of peace there will be no end! Isaiah 

9:6-7 

(c) Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting 

on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and 

makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many 

diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is 

clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is 

The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white 

and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a 

sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them 

with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 

God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, 

King of kings and Lord of lords. Revelation 19:11-16 

(2) This news should move you to preparation 

(a) He is coming, so there is work to do! 

(b) We have a guest coming and we need to prepare the way! 

2. Peter then pivots from the reminder to address the critics 

a) Yes, Jesus is coming, but it might be a long wait 

(1) The wait might be so long that you get bored 

(2) Your faith might be tested 

(3) You might put things off to tomorrow because you think you have time 

(4) People might mock you because Jesus hasn’t returned yet 

3. This is a crossroads that we often find ourselves at, during Christmas 

a) We want to live with expectation that Jesus is going show up 

b) But, it’s been a long time and we have found other things to keep us busy 
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c) Peter is saying, “NO! JESUS IS COMING BACK!!!! GET READY!!!” 

B. 2 Peter 3:5-7 

1. Don’t believe the critics, and don’t lose faith 

a) This world has been around long before you got here, things have always 

taken a long time 

b) Remember when God purged the world with water? 

c) He is going to do the same thing with fire 

2. God may seem absent to you, but He is actually very busy 

a) Sometimes we don’t understand waiting and preparation 

(1) I have 4 cords of wood from the hurricane 

(2) They are in the seasoning process; won’t be ready till next year  

(3) The sun needs time to dry out the wood 

b) The point is, just like firewood, God uses time to prepare things too 

(1) It may look like God has forgotten about His promise, but He has not 

(2) God doesn’t measure time using a stopwatch, He uses a calendar  

3. Peter continues this thought by explaining how this “waiting" is actually a gift  

C. 2 Peter 3:8-10 

1. Jesus is not slow like we would describe slow; He is patient 

a) He is giving the world more time, as a gift 

b) He wants all to come to repentance 

c) He wants all to come to repentance because of what is coming 

(1) The entire universe will be swallowed in fire  

(2) The heavens will pass away with a roar, planets burning up, every work on 

the earth exposed 

2. If our King is this patient, are we this patient? 

a) This world has a way of convincing us we are running out of time 

(1) Buy now! This deal ends in 3 hours!  

(2) It creates in us a fear of missing out 

b) We get into a lot of trouble because we don’t know how to wait 
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(1) Wait for our season 

(2) Wait for our turn to speak 

(3) Wait to see a different perspective 

3. This Advent, watch how God teaches you patience by making you wait 

III. Conclusion 

A. 2 Peter 3:11-13 

1. Advent is about celebration and preparation 

a) We are celebrating everything Jesus has done  

b) We are celebrating everything Jesus is doing 

c) We are preparing for what He will do 

2. According to the Bible, this is what Jesus will do: 

a) Return in the clouds and gather His church 

b) Judge the world for their evil, punish them, and put an end to Satan/sin 

c) Purge the earth, the heavens, and all the planets with fire 

d) Establish a new heaven and new earth with Jesus as the supreme King 

e) All will worship and peace will rule for eternity!!! 

3. Peter is asking us, if you know this is coming, how are you going to prepare? 

a) Some of you need to prepare for a tough conversation with a relative this 

Thanksgiving 

b) Some of you need to skip that conversation and show them grace and love 

c) Some of you need to make more room for Jesus and less room for you 

d) Some of you need to become a student of patience and rest over the next 

month 

4. However you need to prepare, Advent is our time to do it 


