
A Worshiping Church - Week 3 Tuesday, June 19, 2018

I. Intro 

A. We are continuing our message series on worship 

1. Worship is a big part of our church culture 

2. Worship is a big part of God’s kingdom 

3. So, we want to have a firm, Biblical foundation for worship 

B. Worship is the act of ascribing worth to God 

1. Before Jesus, God worship was restricted to a particular place and posture 

a) You ascribed worth to God at the temple with a sacrifice 

b) You ascribed worth at the temple with singing 

c) You ascribed worth to God by bowing down 

2. After Jesus, God worship becomes an entire lifestyle 

a) It is no longer location or posture based 

b) It becomes our response to the beauty of Jesus and the gospel message 

c) Now, we ascribe worth to God anywhere 

d) Now, we ascribe worth to God using old mediums like music and bowing down 

e) Now, we ascribe worth to God using new mediums like our speech and actions  

C. So, God worship doesn’t look like a religious ceremony; it looks like a surrendered life 

1. I ascribe worth to God by doing my job with character and diligence 

2. I ascribe worth to God by loving my neighbor and caring for their needs 

3. I ascribe worth to God by working, resting, reading, teaching, and singing 

4. Not all work, rest, reading, teaching, and singing is worship… 

a) …But, if I do those things as my way of ascribing worth, treasuring Jesus above 

those things, they are worship  

D. So, if worship can happen anywhere, using many mediums, why gather each week? 

II. Text 

A. Hebrews 10:19-25 

1. So, we worship in many places and ways but are still commanded to gather 

a) We gather to stir one another to love  

b) We gather to stir one another to good works 
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c) We gather to encourage one another because the Day is coming 

2. Why do we need to stir love, good works, and encouragement? 

a) Because we are prone to forget, we are prone to wander 

b) The Bible is filled with stories of God’s people who “forgot” 

c) God commands His people to remember (Deut 4:23, 6:12; 2 Kings 17:38) 

3. So, if we gather to remember, how do we do that? 

a) We can stir one another through hearing the Bible taught 

b) We can stir one another by hearing testimonies of God’s work 

c) We can stir one another by praying together 

d) We can stir one another through singing 

4. In previous weeks, we looked at singing in Israel and the early church 

a) The early church borrowed many customs from Israel, but the reason we still 

sing is bigger than customs and traditions 

b) There is prophecy connected to why we sing as worship 

B. Acts 15:16-18 

1. James, Jesus’ brother, quoted a prophecy from Amos 9:11-12 

a) Gentiles would come to saving faith 

b) God would rebuild David’s tabernacle 

2. In Israel’s history, there was: 

a) Moses tabernacle 

b) David’s tabernacle 

c) Solomon’s temple 

d) Zerubbabel / Herod’s temple 

3. Of all the places God visited His people, God chose to rebuild David’s tabernacle 

a) David’s tabernacle was out in the open, accessible to everyone 

b) David’s tabernacle was surrounded with singing 

4. So, if God rebuilt a place of worship through the work of Jesus, where is it? 

C. Ephesians 2:19-22 

1. David’s rebuilt tabernacle is YOU! 
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a) The Bible says you were lost, far away from the family of God 

b) Jesus fulfilled the law on your behalf, including the sacrifice part 

c) If you repent from your sin and turn to Jesus, you are adopted into the family 

d) God then fills you with the Holy Spirit, and you become a place of worship! 

e) Then, God commands all the little places of worship to join together, to grow 

into a holy temple…a dwelling place for God by the Spirit  

2. How does this tie back to the prophecy? 

a) What God did in you was most like David’s tabernacle 

b) This means you are a place of worship, set in the middle of everyday life 

c) This means you are a place of worship marked by singing 

3. This is why, when we gather, the Bible tells us to sing! 

a) It isn’t just part of our heritage; we are actually fulfilling prophecy when we sing 

b) Colossians 3:16-17 

(1) Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

c) Ephesians 5:19 

(1) addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 

d) Hebrews 2:12 (Psalm 22:22) 

(1) "I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will 

sing your praise." 

D. Gathering and singing is our command and part of our prophetic destiny, therefore 

let’s cover an important guideline for singing 

1. When we sing as worship, there is one object of our worship and three audiences 

a) Jesus is always the object of our worship, and the author of worship 

b) Jesus is also our audience 

c) The church is also our audience 

(1) Colossians and Ephesians tell us to “sing to one another” 
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(2) This means we should sing songs “to” God and songs “about” God 

d) The watching world is also our audience 

(1) Paul told Corinth to desire prophecy over tongues when they gather 

because non-believers attend worship services 

(2) We should give consideration to what we sing AND how we sing, because 

God wants the world to overhear our songs 

2. The problem comes when we confuse the audience and the object of our worship 

a) We can’t make each other the object of our worship 

b) We can’t make non-believers the object of our worship  

c) We can’t compromise Jesus as the object so satisfy a specific audience 

d) We can’t choose songs that please people rather than God 

e) We can’t structure our gatherings so we feel more comfortable than God 

f) We can’t sing songs that reflect our opinions or feelings rather than truth 

III. Conclusion 

A. Let’s recap: 

1. The church is made up of many little tabernacles of worship 

2. These tabernacle are commanded to gather regularly to stir one another 

3. One big way we stir one another is through worship singing 

4. When we worship through singing, there is one object and three audiences 

B. One final point for today: 

1. When we sing, there are Biblical guidelines for what it should look like 

a) It looks like people singing, quietly and loudly 

(1) Psalm 105:2 - Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! 

(2) Psalm 71:23 - My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to you; my soul 

also, which you have redeemed. 

b) It looks like raised hands and bowing down 

(1) Psalm 63:4 - So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my 

hands. 
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(2) Psalm 141:2 - Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the 

lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice! 

(3) 1 Timothy 2:8 - I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting 

holy hands without anger or quarreling; 

(4) Psalm 95:6 - Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the 

Lord, our Maker! 

(5) Psalm 5:7 - But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter 

your house. I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you. 

c) It looks like instruments, dancing, shouts of joy, and singing new songs 

(1) Psalm 150:4 - Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings 

and pipe! 

(2) Psalm 149:3 - Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him 

with tambourine and lyre! 

(3) Psalm 144:9 - I will sing a new song to you, O God; upon a ten-stringed harp 

I will play to you, 

(4) Psalm 106:48 - Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to 

everlasting! And let all the people say, “Amen!” Praise the Lord! 

(5) Psalm 98:4-6 - Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into 

joyous song and sing praises! Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the 

lyre and the sound of melody! With trumpets and the sound of the 

horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! 

C. This is what worship can look like, but it doesn’t look like this every time 

1. I want our church to feel encouraged to participate in singing worship this way 

2. But, I don’t ever want you to feel pressured to do this 

a) If lifted hands come from a heart of worship, it is worship 

b) If lifted hands come from peer pressure, it is performance and God hates that 

D. Let’s worship Jesus with a pure heart and a Biblical expression!


