
A Worshiping Church - Week 2 Sunday, September 8, 2019

I. Intro 

A. We started a new message series last week 

1. It is called A Worshiping Church 

2. This series is designed to: 

a) Help you understand what biblical worship looks like 

b) Encourage you to live a lifestyle of biblical worship 

B. What is worship? 

1. It is the act of ascribing worth to something 

a) You worship something when you treat it as most valuable to you 

2. God is the most valuable being in the universe, but we value other things more 

a) We value our reputation, our status, our power, our control more than God 

b) The Bible word for valuing anything more than God is idol worship 

3. You were saved from this world of idol worship, and you now worship Jesus 

a) Your new goal in life is to place the most value on Jesus and His kingdom 

b) You are de-valuing this world, and valuing Jesus more and more 

(1) Matthew 13:44 – Parable of the Hidden treasure 

c) This is what worship looks like for a Christian: 

(1) Colossians 3:17 “whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of Jesus”  

(2) Christians don’t worship money; we use money to worship Jesus 

(3) Christians don’t worship work; we use work to worship Jesus 

(4) Christians don’t worship music; we use instruments to worship Jesus 

(5) Christians don’t worship creation; we use creation to ascribe worth to Jesus 

C. Last week, we talked about David  

1. He pioneered this concept of using music to worship God 

2. This was a major shift in how Israel viewed worship and music 

3. It created a culture of worship music in Israel and it impacted the early church 

4. We are going to look at that impact so we can model it in our church 

II. Text 
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A. John 4:7-24 

1. Jesus and the woman are discussing worship 

a) Jesus is clear that the old way of worship is gone and something new has come 

b) This new kind of worship isn’t location-based or tradition-based 

2. John is using a Greek word for worship in these verses – proskuneo 

a) This word means to bow down in worship 

b) Was used 26x in the gospels to describe people bowing down to Jesus 

c) But, it is not used in the epistles  

3. Jesus and the Apostles are telling us: 

a) Worship isn’t something that happens at a specific time, place, or posture 

b) Worship is the response to your spirit-man waking up to the truth of Jesus 

c) Worship is what happens on the outside when the inside has been transformed 

d) Worship is being hit in the face with truth, that truth changes your heart, and 

you treasure Christ as more valuable than before  

4. So, if worship flows from your heart and it can happen anywhere: 

a) What are some examples we have from the early church 

b) Let’s look at one from Paul’s missionary journeys 

(1) It shows David’s impact of worship music 

(2) It shows Jesus’ teaching of worshiping anywhere 

B. Acts 16:16-34 

1. Paul and Silas were beaten, bloody, and in prison 

a) What was Paul’s response to his situation? 

b) He worshiped Jesus with prayers and singing 

2. This story summarizes our understanding of David’s impact of worship music AND 

Jesus’ teaching of ascribing worth to God in everything 

a) Paul used music to worship Jesus, and he did it from a prison cell 

b) You can use music to worship Jesus, and you can do it in your car 

c) You can pray and sing to the Lord while you are at work 
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d) You can let the truth of God’s word shake you to the core, and respond with 

singing as a way to treasure Jesus above all else 

e) We have a long history of ascribing worth to Jesus through song 

3. Here’s the cool part, God enjoys using that song to influence the world around you 

a) In the jail, God opened the prison doors and a family was saved 

b) What could God do at your workplace when the broken hear your song? 

c) A grateful heart singing to Jesus is the fertile soil God’s kingdom grows in 

C. You can sing to Jesus anywhere, but we are encouraged to do it when we gather 

1. Colossians 3:16 

a) Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

2. Ephesians 5:18-19 

a) And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the 

Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

and making melody to the Lord with your heart 

3. James 5:13 

a) Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 

praise. 

4. Singing to Jesus when we gather: 

a) Amplifies the joy we experience when we are alone 

b) Reaffirms that the truth we are singing about is actually true 

c) Helps commit scripture and good theology to our memory 

d) Reminds us of the unity in God’s Kingdom and our submission to Him 

III. Conclusion 

A. We will talk more about what worship looks like when we gather next week 

B. However, I want to address one tension before we close: 

1. There has been a tension for many years about what songs to sing when we gather 

a) There is an emphasis placed on certain styles 
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b) There is an emphasis placed on new music vs. older music 

2. I can’t resolve that tension, but I can give us perspective before next week 

C. Matthew 13:52 

1. And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom 

of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and 

what is old.” 

2. As we grow in Christian maturity, Jesus tells us that we should be like a master… 

a) …able to bring out of our treasure both what is new AND old 

b) Our treasure is Jesus, and we should value Him with both new AND old things 

c) An example of this would be worshiping Him with music 

3. At Red Hills, we sing a healthy mix of old hymns, 90s worship music, and modern 

worship songs 

4. However, we also have a litmus test for what we sing 

a) It must be God-centered 

b) It must lift up Jesus 

c) It should be Biblically based 

d) It should be singable and true to our community


