
1 Peter - Week 5 Sunday, November 11, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Today is the final week of our message series 1 Peter 

1. This letter was written by Peter in 64 AD 

2. He wrote to prepare the people for coming persecution 

B. Peter’s words prepare us for persecution too 

1. We are exiles in this world; it is not our true home 

2. Therefore, we live differently than this world 

3. Our lifestyle brings persecution and suffering because the world hates our King 

4. We should prepare for suffering, so we don’t lose faith when it comes 

C. God has given us gifts to help us endure 

1. The Holy Spirit is our comforter 

2. The family of God gives us new siblings and more parents to guide us 

3. The local church contains strong leadership to shepherd us through suffering 

D. This is what chapter 5 is about 

1. Strong leadership is God’s gift to the local church 

a) It points us to the unity in the Trinity 

b) It helps us build on the foundation of Christ 

c) It helps us endure persecution and suffering 

II. Text 

A. 1 Peter 5:1-4 

1. Elder pastors should be like shepherds with sheep 

a) They should care for you, knowing what is healthy and harmful 

b) They should lead you to water and food, knowing the right balance of eating/

drinking/resting 

c) They should take extra care for the mothers and the young, not driving the 

flock to hard or too light 

2. Elder pastors should provide structure that they follow 

a) They should lead willingly, not feeling forced 

b) They should lead because of a calling from God, not because it’s a paycheck 
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c) They should lead from the front, not the back 

3. This creates an atmosphere of trust, and it pleases Jesus 

a) Everything flows from the top down, including leadership 

b) When the local church leadership is healthy, it flows down to the church 

members 

c) This preaches the gospel to the city and positions us for a blessing from Jesus 

B. 1 Peter 5:5-7 

1. Young people and church members, follow the example set by the pastors 

a) Don’t serve because you have to, serve because you get to 

b) Don’t do things just for a paycheck or because of what you get out of it 

c) Don’t say yes to serving because it’s an easy place to get a title 

2. Serve your church with the gifts God has given you, humbly and without anxiety 

a) For some of us, our gift defines us; which means our identity is not in Jesus 

b) For some of us, our lack of gift defines us; which means our identity is not in 

Jesus 

c) This culture creates a lot of anxiety in our churches 

(1) It leads to showboats doing everything, and fearful people doing nothing 

(2) It leads to competition among churches, and waters-down the gospel 

3. The cure for this anxiety is resting in this truth: God cares for you 

a) Some of our anxiety comes from not being in control 

b) Some of our anxiety comes from not knowing what God is doing 

(1) The medicine for both is living like God CARES for you 

(a) He is concerned for you 

(b) He has taken great interest in you 

(c) He is working things together for your good 

(2) He doesn’t always let you in on what He is doing because He wants you to 

trust Him 

c) So, humble yourself under His sovereignty  

C. 1 Peter 5:8-11 
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1. Satan is real, and he wants you to lose 

a) The enemy is always looking for ways to use your flesh against you 

(1) Resist him by putting your flesh to death 

(2) Resist him by having a bigger view of God’s family 

b) You are not alone in your suffering; you have brothers and sisters all over the 

world who are suffering for Jesus 

2. Remember this, a lifetime of putting your flesh to death will be rewarded with an 

eternity of glory with Jesus 

a) He will restore you: mend and repair what is broken 

b) He will confirm you: make stable and place firmly 

c) He will strengthen you: make your soul strong 

d) He will establish you: build on a firm foundation  

(1) The world does not do these things, Jesus does these things 

(2) We want the world to do these things for us, but they can’t 

III. Conclusion 

A. 1 Peter 5:12-14 

1. Peter sent Silvanus to deliver this letter, and the message is “Persevere in your 

sufferings; you are not alone” 

a) You have individuals like Peter and Mark who know the suffering firsthand 

(1) There are people in this family that know the pain you are feeling 

b) You have “she who is at Babylon” (the church in Rome) standing with you too 

(1) There are people in this family that don’t know the exact pain, but they will 

cry with you 

2. Therefore, don’t allow suffering to make you weak, instead stand firm 

a) Stand firm knowing that even though the world may kill us, we have been born 

again 

b) Stand firm knowing that God does not waste our suffering 

c) Stand firm knowing that Jesus walked this road and we are following a worthy 

leader 
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d) Stand firm knowing that suffering will unlock knew blessings and a vision for 

Jesus 

e) Stand firm knowing that you have godly leaders to follow 

f) Stand firm knowing that eternity is waiting with a reward that is greater and 

more valuable than anything this world has to offer


