
1 Peter - Week 3 Sunday, October 28, 2018

I. Intro 

A. Today is week 3 in our study on 1 Peter 

B. This book was Peter’s way of preparing the 1st-century church for persecution 

1. Within 5 years of this book, Rome would burn the temple and scatter the Jews 

2. Christian persecution would escalate for almost 300 years 

3. Jesus told Peter this would happen, and Peter prepared the people 

C. This book is meant to prepare us too 

1. Matthew 10:22 “and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who 

endures to the end will be saved.” 

2. 2 Timothy 3:12 “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted,” 

D. Peter’s strategy to prepare us for persecution is: 

1. Value your treasures in Jesus above any treasures in this world 

2. Value your identity in Jesus above any identity in the world 

3. Make your life a billboard that points people to Jesus 

4. This strategy helps us persevere because we see the joy after 

E. At the end of chapter 2, Peter was explaining this “life as a billboard” concept 

1. He told us to “do good” within the government we live under 

2. He told servants to work in a way that pleases God 

3. No matter where you are in society, live in a way that makes people want Jesus 

F. In chapter 3, Peter explains this idea to husbands and wives 

II. Text 

A. 1 Peter 3:1-7 

1. (vs 1-2) Wives, you want your husband to love Jesus, walk in obedience even if 

your husband is not walking in obedience 

a) This is not making a case to stay in a home where you are abused or in danger 

(1) This is for the woman who married a non-believer or got saved after 

marriage 

b) Peter says, your lifestyle might be the thing that leads your husband to Jesus 
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c) Your respectful and pure conduct works like a flashlight int he dark 

(1) It exposes things  

(2) It clarifies things 

2. (vs 3-6) Wives, in God’s sight inner beauty is more valuable than outer beauty 

a) This is not an argument to avoid makeup and swim in a dress 

(1) This is an invitation to take inventory of what’s important 

b) Satan lies to women about what  is valuable in God’s sight  

(1) Peter is reminding you of your heritage  

(a) You are a woman of faith, afraid of nothing 

(b) You are a woman of faith that honors God by loving your husband 

(c) You are a woman of faith that can win her husband without saying a 

word? 

(d) You are a woman of faith that doesn’t need makeup or new clothes to 

be beautiful, you are shining beauty from the inside out  

3. (vs 7) Husbands, the posture toward your wife is one of understanding and honor, 

if not God won’t answer your prayers 

a) Learn her language so you can treat her with understanding  

b) Honor your wife’s weakness 

(1) Peter is not saying that women are incompetent or incapable 

(2) Peter is telling husbands that your wife is not your poker buddy, you need 

to treat her with more care than your frat brothers = handle with care 

c) Now, for those of you that take great offense that Peter would call you weak… 

(1) Peter was married 

(2) The Bible is clear that weakness is the key to godliness 

(a) 2 Corinthians 12:9 “He said to me, my grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness…” 

(3) If the goal is to become weak so Jesus is strong, wives have a head start 

(a) That is why a wife can turn the heart of a non-believing husband 

(b) That is why husbands are commanded to be understanding to them 
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(c) Wives have a holiness and understanding in prayer that does not come 

easily to husbands 

B. 1 Peter 3:8-17 

1. (vs 8-12) Peter is giving us a New Testament command 

a) There are things that we act like the Bible tells us to do 

(1) Listen to a 40-minute sermon every week to count toward your spirituality 

(2) Don’t listen to secular music 

(3) Dress nicely to church because God cares what people think about you 

b) There are things that the Bible actually tells us to do 

(1) Live in unity with each other 

(2) Have compassion and sympathy toward each other 

(3) Be tenderhearted 

(4) Keep a humble mind 

(5) Don’t repay evil for evil 

(6) Bless and pray for those who persecute you 

c) The eyes of the Lord are watching how you treat people 

2. (vs 13-17) Living this way is going to cause conflict and persecution 

a) People want you to take their side, to join their fight 

b) People want to blame others for their own problems, when they see you 

prospering they will blame you 

c) Trouble will come from living holy 

(1) When it does, continue to honor Jesus 

(2) Let your conduct speak for itself 

(3) If you have to suffer on earth, make sure it’s for doing good 

III. Conclusion 

A. 1 Peter 3:18-22 

1. (vs 18-22) Why is it better to suffer for doing good rather than doing evil? 

a) Because Jesus walked the road of suffering for righteousness and that is our 

road too 
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(1) For example, you can’t rob a bank, get thrown in jail, and say “I’m suffering 

for Christ” 

(2) Instead, if the law says “It is illegal to preach the gospel, and we do it 

anyway, that jail suffering would be for Christ.” 

b) Suffering adds your story to the thousands who came before 

(1) The way people mocked Noah because of his boat; they will mock you too 

(2) The way God purged the earth and saved Noah with the same water; He 

will purge you of sin and save you at the same time 

c) Finally, look at the victory Jesus obtained because of suffering 

(1) He is at the right hand of heaven with God, angels, and everyone is subject 

to Him 

(2) If you are suffering for righteousness, you are promised a place alongside 

Jesus


